
by Mosheh Oinounou
News Editor

GW officials said in a meet-
ing with student leaders
Wednesday they will propose a
4.9 percent tuition increase to the
Board of Trustees this week. If
the proposal passes, it will end
13 years of consecutive declines
in tuition jumps.

Last year’s increase was 4.4
percent. 

Student Association
President Roger Kapoor said the
break in the trend is “quite
shocking” but said he hopes the
increase will be spent in areas
students are most concerned
about.

The proposed 2002-03 budget
would raise undergraduate
tuition by $1,300. Unlike last
year, the University and Health
and Wellness Center fees will be
included in the tuition total. 

“Students said they were
tired of being nickled and
dimed,” University President
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg said,
explaining the elimination of
fees. 

Freshmen and sophomores
will pay $27,820, which is $360
more than juniors and seniors
because of previous increases. The
proposed 4.9 percent increase
would be the largest for continu-
ing students in four years. GW
dropped the number .1 percent
each year during that time.

The proposal includes a 7
percent housing increase overall
next year, and officials said pop-
ular buildings like City Hall
would receive greater increases
because of higher demand. There
will aslo be a reduction in the
required minimums for meal
plans, they said.

The bulk of the budget
increase, or about 40 percent, is
earmarked for facilities and pay-
ing off debts on construction proj-
ects. The next biggest allocation
goes to financial aid, which gets
about a fourth of the increases.
University officials will release

details of the budget after the
Board of Trustees considers the
proposal Friday.

Financial aid will also receive
a significant boost. Vice
President of Student and
Academic Support Services
Robert Chernak said GW hopes
to raise the cap on need-based
grants from $21,000 to $23,000,
most of which will go to students
already receiving aid.

Student leaders, who were
relatively quiet when GW offi-
cials announced the proposed
tuition hike, expressed concerns
over the additional $1,000 fee that
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AFTERNOON TEASE
FMLA members Melisa Pardres (l.) and Natalie Yeakle display a vagina constructed of chicken wire,
wood, paper mache and real hair in Kogan Plaza Wednesday.  Students could take a picture with the
makeshift organ for a $2 donation. The group hopes to raise $30,000 for charity. See story, p. 2.

GW eyes 4.9%
tuition increase

Custodian robs students
by Erin Gamble
Hatchet Staff Writer

Mount Vernon residents said they feel safe
and that security is a “non-problem,” even
though many said Somers Hall is easy to get
into.

Mount Vernon officials and residents cited a
safe neighborhood, University Police presence
and a “tight” community as reasons the Mount
Vernon Campus seems safer than Foggy
Bottom.

“The campus as a campus is very secure,”
Mount Vernon Executive Dean Grae Baxter
said. “We’re fortunate enough to be in an envi-
ronment to be very safe.”

Last semester, there were twice as many
reported thefts in Thurston Hall than on the
entire Mount Vernon Campus.

by Erin Gamble
Hatchet Staff Writer

Two students are missing about $1,300 worth of
property allegedly stolen from Somers Hall at the
Mount Vernon Campus by a maintenance worker
last semester.

Four Somers Hall residents suspect the mainte-
nance worker, who had keys to all rooms in the resi-
dence hall, stole more than $3,000 worth of property
from their rooms.

Freshman Kate Nicholson and her roommate
freshman Erin Raub, who did not file a UPD report,
were the only students to recover their stolen prop-
erty from the man, who they knew as “Marlin.” After
freshman Ben Davidowitz filed a report with the
University Police Department Nov. 15 for $250 in
cash that was stolen from his room, the man was
fired and barred from campus, according to UPD.

The maintenance worker was fired by Aramark,
and then UPD barred him from campus. He has not
been charged, and UPD considers the case closed.

“When he was terminated, we barred him
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Dean of the
School of
Business and
P u b l i c
M a n a g e m e n t
Susan Phillips
during an inter-
view on CNBC.
Many professors
juggle time
between class
and speaking
engagements.

From class to camera
by Katie Viggiani
Hatchet Staff Writer

GW students are not the only ones on
campus who balance busy college sched-
ules. Between public speaking, conducting
research and teaching classes, professors
also perform a balancing act with their time.

Professor Steven Livingston, who
serves as the director of the political com-
munication program and teaches journal-
ism and international affairs classes, also
engages in public speaking and has two
upcoming books. Livingston said his out-
side projects heighten the clarity of the top-
ics he teaches and accomplishing them all
requires working seven days a week.

“Right now I’m grading masters theses
and preparing for a lecture,” Livingston
said. He writes research papers, parts of his
books and lectures on the weekends.

Livingston is just one of many professors

at GW who multitask. The busy schedules of
professors lead to advantages and disadvan-
tages for students and the University as a
whole.

Professors who are active outside the
University bring invaluable experience to
the classroom and prestige to GW. But some
say professors’ demanding schedules draw
too much of their time away from the class-
room.

Sociology professor Amitai Etzioni
pointed out the pros and cons of professors
who work outside the classroom in a recent
USA Today editorial.

“Students may gain inspiration from
professors who also have public voices, and
they benefit when their teachers can draw
on their true-life experience,” Etzioni wrote
in the Jan. 14 article. “However, every day
spent on the road is one a professor is not
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* Proposed increase by Office of Vice
President and Treasurer. Board of Trustees
meets Friday to consider approval.
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