
by Kate Stepan 
and Darren Gest
Hatchet Reporters

As the city prepares for
protests officials predict to be “the
lightest in recent memory,” GW
students get ready to demonstrate
or observe the crowds.

GW Action Coalition members
plan to join rallies for peace and
against the World Bank and
International Monetary Fund
Saturday and Sunday.

GW will be open and operate
on a normal schedule for the
weekend, unlike during anti-
war demonstrations last fall
when the University announced
it would close because of
protests expected at World
Bank/IMF meetings. The meet-
ings were postponed after Sept.
11, and GW reopened residence
halls but classes remained can-
celed for two days.

Students will not be allowed to
have overnight guests in residence
halls over the weekend, unless the
guest is a family member and the

s t u d e n t
informed the
C o m m u n i t y
Living and
L e a r n i n g
Center by April
15. Students
will need a
GWorld card to
access all GW
b u i l d i n g s .
Officials said
UPD will add
patrols and the
Mount Vernon
shuttle will stop
at the Hall on
Virginia Avenue
during the day
and night
Saturday and
Sunday.

As many as
15,000 people
are expected to march in different
locations during the weekend and
hear speakers like Martin Luther
King III and Rev. Al Sharpton.  

John Petrie, assistant vice
president for public safety and

emergency management, sent an
e-mail to all students this month
calling the protests “the lightest
in recent memory.”

“There is no doubt in my mind
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by Kate Stepan
Senior News Editor

About 250 GW students
joined what has been called the
largest support rally for Israel
in U.S. history Monday, turn-
ing the Capitol lawn into a sea
of people and blue and white
Israeli flags.

The more than 100,000
demonstrators stretched from
the steps of the Capitol build-
ing to the Washington
Monument to show solidarity
with Israel as violence escalates
in the Middle East. A sound

system projected the speeches
of former Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
former New York City Mayor
Rudolph Giuliani and author
Elie Wiesel, among others, to
the National Mall.

“It’s going to show the
whole world what’s up, we’re
here, we’re not going any-
where,” said sophomore Jenny
Gross, who attended the rally
with a group from GW’s Hillel.
About 20 students from the
Rock Christian Fellowship also

Andrew Snow/photo assistant
Students rally for Israel in front of the Capitol building
Monday afternoon holding signs and flags. More than 250
GW students took part in the protests.

Pro-Israel rally
floods Capitol

See GW, p. 2

Students denied
entry at speech
by Kate Stepan
Senior News Editor

Five Arab students were
turned away from a speech at
Hillel Friday because Hillel
Director Simon Amiel said he
thought their comments would
“create a ruckus.”

The students said one
Palestinian man, who has a pale
complexion, entered Hillel and
was told the speakers – three
Israeli Defense Force soldiers –
were delayed.

He returned to the front of the
building, where four other Arab
students joined him.

Senior Rida Barakat said when
the group of students tried to
enter the building, the doors were
locked and the desk employee
would not let them in. Amiel then
told the students while they
would be welcome any other time,
their comments were not welcome
during Shabbat, the weekly Jewish
sabbath.

See HILLEL, p. 8

Student
suspended
for assault
Freshman denied appeal
on sexual assault charge
by Julie Gordon
Hatchet Staff Writer

A GW freshman was removed from on-campus
housing two weeks ago after being suspended for an
October sexual assault he said he did not commit.

The suspended student, who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity, said he is pressing charges
against his accuser and GW for the allegations,
which stem from an incident last fall in Thurston
Hall. Student Judicial Services handed down the
year-long suspension March 10, requiring the fresh-
man to move out of campus housing April 3.

Assistant Dean of Students Michael Walker said
the usual punishment for sexual assault or rape is
suspension or expulsion from school. Walker
declined to comment on the specific case. No law
prevents the University from discussing cases in
which a student is found guilty for sexual assault or
a violent crime.

About five days after her alleged assault, the
female student, who also wished to remain anony-
mous, said she went to Metropolitan Police to press
sexual assault charges against the male and his room-
mate, who was found not guilty of sexual assault by
SJS. She said police “lost interest” in the case after SJS
found one of the men guilty.

Det. Randy Brooks, who is covering the case,
declined to comment because MPD is still investi-
gating. He said the FBI currently has a tape made
Nov. 1 containing a conversation among the two
males, the female and her friends about the alleged
assault. The FBI is working to make it more audible,
Brooks said.

Conflicting stories
The male student said he and the alleged victim

stayed in his ninth floor Thurston Hall room alone
after a party there Oct. 31. He said they had a few
alcoholic drinks but weren’t drunk.

According to the male, the students moved to the

See MPD, p. 12

Police
investigate
robberies
by Trevor Martin
News Assistant

Five students were robbed at gunpoint by two
different assailants near campus in the last two
weeks and police have made no arrests, University
Police and Metropolitan Police officials said.

The two victims of an early Sunday robbery said
responding UPD officers were unhelpful and disor-
ganized. Both incidents are under investigation by
Metropolitan and University Police, and no victims
were harmed in either of the incidents.

The first robbery occurred April 5, a Friday, at
3:45 a.m. near the Health and Wellness Center on
23rd Street. One of the victims turned over $14,
according to UPD.

UPD declined to identify any of the victims
involved in the first robbery but said the three vic-
tims were robbed at 23rd and G streets at about 3:45
a.m. and that the assailant was a black male, approx-
imately 25 years old and weighing about 165
pounds.

The second robbery was reported at 4 a.m.
Sunday near City Hall on K Street between 24th and
25th streets, according to UPD. 

Metropolitan Police Sgt. Jeff Parker was only
able to confirm the second incident and said the two
female victims must “have gotten a good look at the
(suspect),” because they were able to describe him as
a Hispanic male, older than 30 and weighing about
175 pounds. MPD identified the victims.

Parker said the assailant took the students’ purs-
es and that the department is hoping to close the case
soon. Stafford said the students reported a loss of
two purses, a wallet, a camera valued at $150, some
cash and a Palm Pilot. She added that UPD is inves-
tigating both incidents with MPD.

Sophomore Esie Anastasiadis, who was robbed
Sunday with her friend, said the women first report-
ed the attacks to MPD and then called UPD when
they arrived in their on-campus rooms.

“We went to Metro Police first. We didn’t call UPD
till around 4 a.m., but they were not helpful. They did
not know how to answer any of our questions,”

See NO, p. 7

University awaits protests

See STUDENTS, p. 9

PROTEST PRECAUTIONS

7 a.m. Friday to 7 a.m. Monday
• No non-GW overnight guests in resi-

dence halls,
except family members

7 a.m. Saturday to 10 p.m. Sunday
• GW buildings open only to GWorld card

holders
• Sections of H Street and 19th Street

closed
• GW Law School locked except doors

For more information and updates:
www.gwu.edu

GW Information Line 994-5050 


