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University Police recovered at
least $480 in counterfeit bills from
eight locations in the Marvin
Center last weekend. Marvin
Center officials said cashiers have
been extra vigilant this week to
spot fake currency. 

Aramark employees called
UPD Friday night after they
noticed that one of the $20 bills in
a register looked “suspicious.”
The bill was later deemed counter-
feit. UPD Chief Dolores Stafford
said the department is currently
working with the Secret Service,
which handles counterfeit investi-
gations for the Treasury
Department.

UPD is reviewing Marvin
Center surveillance tapes of times
when officials suspect the counter-
feit bills were passed to cashiers.

Other registers in J Street held
more counterfeit notes. On Saturday
GW Bookstore officials found two
fraudulent $20 bills from Friday
transactions, bringing the total to
$380. Afake $100 bill was later found
in the Marvin Center.

Metropolitan Police took the
bills and handed them over to the
Secret Service, Stafford said.

Employees found counterfeit
bills in seven food venues, includ-
ing Burger King, Jamba Juice and
Pan Geos, said Derrick Brown, a
supervisor at Burger King.

Brown said he was tending the
cash register when the fraudulent
bills were used on Friday.

“I received two counterfeit $20
bills,” Brown said, who was the
only person to run the register that
day. “The guy must have come
here between 11:30 a.m. and 6
p.m.”

Officials distributed markers,
which identify counterfeit bills by
color-changing ink, to cashiers in
the Marvin Center Monday in
response to the phony notes, said
Mike Brown, associate director of
the Marvin Center. 

“I have never seen something
like this,” said Brown, who has
worked for the Marvin Center for
the past 13 years.  

Bookstore Manager Pat Lee
said store employees are trained to
spot counterfeit bills. She said the
store has security cameras, but
officials are unsure of the exact
time the transaction or transac-
tions involving the fraudulent
bills took place.

“The staff is well aware of the
existence of these counterfeit
bills,” said Lee, who has never
seen such a case in her two years
at GW. “We’re going to be much
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The music department moved lockers to a separate room this sum-
mer after more than $20,000 in instruments were stolen last year.

Music dept. ups security
by Michelle Choi
Hatchet Staff Writer

The music department
increased security measures in the
basement of the Academic Center
this year after a rash of instrument
thefts last spring totaled more
than $20,000 in losses.

Facilities Management moved
the lockers that used to line the
hallways of the department into
room B-112. Students access the
room by swiping GWorld cards
only after purchasing locker space.
Students are still responsible for
providing locks.

Three security cameras now
monitor activities inside and out-
side the room. A motion detector
on the door to room B-112 alarms
the University Police Department

if the door is left open for longer
than 15 seconds. 

B-112 was formerly a piano lab
room. The piano classes are now
being held in Building XX at 20th
and H streets.

Roy Guenther, interim music
department chair, said the security
improvements cost the music
department $35,000. He said the
department saved $15,000 because
Facilities Management moved the
pianos from B-112, relocated the
lockers and repainted the hall-
ways at no cost.

UPD Chief Dolores Stafford
said officers patrol the hallway
surrounding B-112 at least three
times a day. The Phillips Hall base-
ment remains a “special attention
area” where UPD has assigned
extra patrol officers who random-

ly pass through the department.
Students who access B-112

after 10 p.m. need to show a
GWorld card to a Community
Service Assistant before they enter
the Academic Center. At this time,
all other doors to the music
department are locked and
alarmed. 

“I think the room is now
secure,” Stafford said. She said she
expects UPD’s new precautions
will prevent further instrument
theft.

Music students said they are
growing more comfortable with
leaving instruments in the lockers
this year.

“After last year, I never left it
alone. Even during practice I

by Julie Gordon
University Editor

University officials said they
are “pretty comfortable” that
students will be safe during this
weekend’s World Bank and
International Monetary Fund
protests. GW added 44 security
officers in residence halls, and
academic and administrative
facilities, but students should
exercise caution and keep them-
selves out of potentially danger-
ous situations to ensure safety,
officials said.

GW hired security person-
nel from Vance Security
International, a protection
team that specializes in labor
unrest and major event securi-
ty. The University used the
company for last spring’s
protests, said Vice President for
Public Safety John Petrie.

Extra security officers will
patrol all residence halls start-
ing Thursday morning, and
only GW students and previ-
ously approved family mem-
bers will be allowed in the
buildings, Petrie said.

Vice President for Student
and Academic Support
Services Robert Chernak said
117 visitors have been
approved for the weekend.

Petrie said he estimates
Vance officials will cost the
University more than $100,000,
but he “(hasn’t) received the
bill yet.”

Petrie said it cost the
University about twice that
much to hire security last year,
but this year GW requested
fewer officers for shorter time
periods. 

“It’s kind of like being a
sophomore. Sophomore year
you organize (yourself more),
even though you have a few
all-nighters,” Petrie said.

Officials expect 10,000 to
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University officials
spend more than
$100K on security

■
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by Alex Kingsbury
Metro Editor

Protesters will bring a long
list of grievances with the World
Bank and the International
Monetary Fund with them when
they descend on the city this
weekend. The demonstrations,
which have been held at meet-
ings of the international lending
organizations since 1999, are an
amalgamation of different caus-
es under the catchall slogan
“global justice.”

Issues dominating past
protests include environmental
concerns, union and worker
rights, women’s rights, free and
fair trade, corporate abuse and
debt relief.

“Global Justice is a movement
that encompasses many issues,”
said senior and activist Eleiza
Braun. “There is more awareness
now than there once was. The
movement has brought these
issues into the public discussion.”

In 2002, the World Bank
provided more than $19.5 bil-
lion in loans to more than 100

developing countries.
Those who feel the loans are

unfair to developing nations
have called the bank’s lending
practices into question.

“The policies of the World
Bank and the IMF hurt the envi-
ronment by not checking pollu-
tion, they hurt workers by not
allowing them to unionize, they
hurt more people than they
help,” Braun said. “The Global
Justice movement calls for
human and economic rights.”

Other issues addressed in
the protests include making
AIDS drugs more available and
relieving debts owed to the IMF
and World Bank.

“The effects are primarily in
developing countries, where peo-
ple are paying less for health
care,” said senior Naina Dhingra,
a student activist coordinator.
“Millions of people have already
died of AIDS. There needs to be
some level of humanity.” 

Dhingra said money being
used to pay back IMF/World
Bank loans should be used for
health care and social services.
She called the effects of the debt
on third world countries “cata-
strophic.” 
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D.C. preps for protests

Leanne Lee/Hatchet staff photographer
D.C. Metropolitan Police Chief Charles Ramsey (r.) and Lt. Pat
Burke discuss city preparations at an SA Senate meeting Tuesday.

Demonstrators
plan to protest
dozens of issues

■

Secret Service
investigating almost
$500 in phony cash

■

Cashiers find
fake bills in MC

The Bureau of Engraving and Printing added the
following features in 1996. A new $20 bill will
be introduced next fall to inhibit counterfeiting.
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