
SERVING THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY SINCE 1904VOL. 99 NO. 40
AN IN D E P E N D E N T ST U D E N T NE W S PA P E R • W W W.G W H AT C H E T.C O M

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2003

Hatchet
The GW

INSIDE

2 5 7 16
NEWS
Marvin Center officials
look to move Einstein
Bros Bagels

OPINIONS
Conservative and liberal
views clash over State of
the Union

FEATURES
Break out the suntan
lotion and suitcase – plan
spring break

SPORTS
Preparing for the
national past time – 
GW baseball preview

Ellen Rockower/Hatchet photographer
THIRD TIME’S A CHARM
Rocker Graham Colton performed Friday night in the Marvin
Center in his third campus appearance this year.

by Emily Green
Hatchet Reporter

Spring fraternity rush begins
Monday, bringing revitalized
advertising, high expectations and
a host of activities. After fall rush
failed to fill the
expectations of
some fraternities,
the University is
making a serious
commitment to expanding Greek
life on campus.

“The publicity is 100 times bet-
ter than it was last spring,” said
Laura Taddeucci, director of the
Student Activities Center.

From a full page ad in The
Hatchet last Thursday to posters
around campus and a kickoff
event in Thurston Hall Monday
night, the University and
Interfraternity Council are making
a coordinated effort to attract stu-
dents and increase turnout.

While there was an increase in
total turnout in fall rush compared
to previous years, some fraterni-
ties complained that they did not
get the number of pledges they
had expected. 

Only eight students pledged

Delta Tau Delta last fall, compared
to 16 pledges in the fall of 2001
and 25 pledges in the fall of 1999,
said fraternity president Clifton
Coffrey. Numbers were also down
at Tau Kappa Epsilon, with only
seven students pledging in the
fall, fraternity president Matt
Heider said.

However, other fraternities
said they had a very successful fall
rush. Kappa Sigma gained 19 new
pledges and Phi Sigma Kappa had

12 new pledges.
Despite meeting

his expectations,
Phi Sigma Kappa
president Kris

Hart noted that “advertising was
poor last semester. I am expecting
the IFC to be more involved this
semester.”     

While spring rush is tradition-
ally deemed smaller and more
informal than fall rush, the
renewed publicity push by the IFC
has generated high expectations
among many fraternities for a
large spring turnout. 

Rennie Friedman, IFC vice
chair of public relations, said he
expects about 150 men to rush this
spring and about half to pledge a
fraternity. 

“IFC is doing a great job at
promoting it,” Coffrey said.
“(Delta Tau Delta) expects to gain
12 to 15 new pledges this spring.”

Kappa Sigma members said

they are also looking to expand.
“Spring rush is great,” frater-

nity president Paul Kennedy said.
“We had 16 new brothers (in the
fall), and we count on them to
bring their friends out.”  

Despite some individual fra-
ternity rush numbers decreasing
in the fall, the number of overall
students in GW fraternities has
risen in recent years.

In fall 2002, 143 students
joined fraternities, compared to
122 in the fall of 2001. Since 1999,
student participation in Greek life
has increased from 13 percent to
15 percent in 2002.

The increase in the number of
fraternities at GW in the past year
provides a greater challenge for
fraternities to meet recruitment
goals.  

Pi Kappa Phi colonized on
campus last year and Pi Kappa
Alpha will be re-establishing a
GW chapter this spring.

In addition to the 11 officially
recognized fraternities on campus,
at least four other unrecognized
fraternities will be recruiting this
spring. 

Alpha Epsilon Pi, which colo-
nized last fall, has 32 members.
Sigma Alpha Mu, which started a
chapter at GW in fall 2001, has 42
members and hopes to gain another
15 members this spring, fraternity

Groups look to up
membership numbers
over fall recruitment

■

• Pi Kappa Alpha returns to
campus, see story p. 13

See RUSH, p. 13

E-mail
service
returns
by Kate Stepan
Editor-in-Chief

After a week of server slow-
downs and failures, most students
were able to access almost all GW
e-mail functions by Sunday. As of
Sunday night, ISS officials report-
ed that e-mail had been restored
to user inboxes back to the begin-
ning of the semester, Jan. 11.

Students said they found
other ways to communicate with
family, professors and friends
besides e-mail in the week and a
half the server was down. They
said the biggest frustration was
being unable to access e-mail
addresses and phone numbers
stored in their GW accounts.

Sophomore Maggie Wu said
that as a community host, she
needs to use her GW account to
access a list of coworkers’ e-mail
addresses.

“I don’t need shifts covered
(right now), so it’s fine for me,”
she said. “But just in case I would
need to do it … ”

“I haven’t been able to send
any e-mail to my professors or my
family in Turkey,” said sopho-
more Oz Tolon, who said once he
could access his e-mail Sunday, he
received other people’s messages
in his inbox. “It’s also very bad for
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COMMEMORATING COLUMBIA
Roses were placed in an exhibit at the National Air and Space Museum
Saturday after the Space Shuttle Columbia disintegrated upon reentry.

Officials 
suspend NE
service site
by Matthew Perrone
Hatchet Staff Writer

The Office of Community Service suspended its
partnership with a Northeast elementary school
after four students were robbed near the site Jan. 21.

The students were returning from tutoring at
Neval Thomas Elementary School with seven other
volunteers when three men stopped them on
Anacostia Avenue near the Minnesota Avenue Metro
stop. 

The group, including one Howard University
student, was volunteering with the Jumpstart com-
munity service program. The Americorps-affiliated
group aims to nurture language and social skills of
underprivileged children and is offered by the
Neighbors Project, part of GW’s Office of
Community Service. University officials said this is
the first problem of its kind involving a community
service program.

“The site will not reopen for tutors unless a suit-
able solution for the safety there can be found,” said
Tim Miller, associate director of the Student
Activities Center. “This means the students are not
authorized to go back there on their own.”  

Since the robbery, the Office of Community
Service has reviewed all four Jumpstart sites, said
Bob Ludwig, acting director of media relations. 

“The most important parts of the review process
are the conversations with staff about the area and
with clients at the site,” Ludwig said. “A tour of the
area is a large part of the decision as well.”

Miller is working with Jumpstart site manager
Tina Minervini to evaluate volunteers’ safety.
Minervini and Miller met with the student volunteers
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