
by Matt Windman
Hatchet Staff Writer

Returning and new Student
Association senators are confident
this year’s Senate will be cleaner
and more productive after a year
of resignations and scandal that
marred this year’s legislature.

Though five undergraduate
and three graduate senators were
re-elected along with Executive
Vice President Eric Daleo, most
senators interviewed said they
believe the Senate can get beyond
the bickering that characterized
the past year.

“I am really excited about next
year’s Senate,” said returning Sen.
Chrissy Trotta (CCAS-U). “We
need some fresh blood to get past
the internal politics. This is the
mix that we need.”
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Supporters congratulate Student Association presidential candi-
dates Steve Sobel (top) and Kris Hart (bottom) as election offi-
cials announce voting results in the Hippodrome Friday morning. 
The two will face each other in a runoff Wednesday and Thursday.

Hart, Sobel set for runoff; Reiling wins PB

by Mosheh Oinounou
News Managing Editor

And then there were two. Or
so students thought.

Junior Steve Sobel is set to face
off with sophomore Kris Hart in a
runoff for the Student Association
presidency Wednesday and
Thursday after the two garnered
the highest vote counts in a hotly-
contested eight-person race. But
complaints regarding missing
votes and illegal voting may mar
what looked to be one of the
smoothest elections in recent his-
tory. 

Election officials announced
the results at 5:15 a.m. Friday in
the Hippodrome to candidates
who had waited out seven nerv-
ous hours of vote counting with
friends and campaigners.

Hart received 33 percent of the
vote while Sobel took close to 19
percent as 2,890 students cast their
ballots Wednesday and Thursday.
Candidates need 40 percent of the
vote in order to win the election
outright.

Third-place finisher Adam
Greenman said he will file a com-
plaint with the Student Court
Monday, alleging there are
uncounted Law School votes and
Medical School students in town
illegally voted absentee via e-mail.
Law School students, who mostly
voted with paper ballots, account-
ed for a large portion of
Greenman’s votes.

“The election didn’t go the
way it should have,” said
Greenman, who finished 59 votes
behind Sobel. “There were two
wrongs committed here.”

Law School Sen. Mark
Hershfield said the disparity
between more than 550 Student
Bar Association election votes and

less than half as many votes for SA
is questionable, given that tables
for the two elections were less
than 25 feet apart.

Greenman added that there
are conflicting reports regarding
the number of pages in the poll
book documenting voters. He said
the JEC has 20 pages, but some
witnesses reported seeing at least
40 during the election.

The second issue concerns a
blanket measure approved by the
medical school enabling students
who would not be on campus dur-
ing voting to cast absentee ballots
via e-mail. Greenman is contend-
ing that students who were in
town still e-mailed their votes, an
elections bylaw violation. 

While the majority of medical
school votes went to Hart and
would not directly affect
Greenman, he said he is filing a
complaint against both because he
believes the process was “shady.”

Another group of executive
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University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg (center) sits between
Board of Trustees Vice Chairman Joseph Brand (l.) and Chairman
Charles Manatt at Friday’s meeting to approve the tuition increase.

by Kate Stepan
Editor in Chief

The Board of Trustees approved
a 4.5 percent increase in tuition and
fees for next year Friday, bringing
student bills to $29,072. Incoming
students will pay $29,350, a 5.5 per-
cent increase over
last year.

With room
and food costs,
GW will send
home a $39,110 bill to returning stu-
dents next year, while incoming
freshmen will cough up an extra
$280 for a total charge of $39,390 to
attend GW.

Graduate and returning med-
ical students will each see a 3 per-
cent tuition increase, while law stu-
dents are facing a 5.3 percent

increase.
“Everyone always worries

about tuition increases,” University
President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg
said after the meeting. “Nobody
likes it, but it’s a necessary evil.”

Trachtenberg and other admin-
istrators presented GW’s priorities
for next year’s budget to student
leaders Thursday afternoon before
Friday’s meeting with the trustees.
Increases the administration pro-
posed to the board, a governing

body comprised
of 37 members
who approve
University poli-
cy, included $13

million for financial aid, $350,000
for the Gelman Library collections
and other costs and about $750,000
toward student life initiatives.

Vice President for Academic
Affairs Donald Lehman told
trustees Friday the University
hopes to focus on improving under-
graduate programs because they

are GW’s “main source of revenue.”
He said goals include building the
University’s reputation and
“uniquely position(ing) GW in the
academic market place.”

Vice President and Treasurer
Louis Katz called the financial aid
increase, which brings the total aid
the University provides to almost
$110 million, an “all-time high.”

Academic priorities, which total
$1.9 million, include new funding
for initiatives in the Columbian
College of Arts and Sciences, Elliott
School of International Affairs,
School of Business and Public
Management and School of
Engineering and Applied Sciences.

This includes two new faculty
positions each in the ESIA and
SBPM, funds for increasing engi-
neering school enrollment and rais-
ing graduate student teaching
stipends in all schools to at least
$15,000, Lehman said. He also
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Trustees make finan-
cial aid, student life pri-
orities in ‘03-’04 budget

■

Board approves 4.5 percent tuition hike

• Budget includes new debit dol-
lar, housing plans. See story, p. 6

PRESIDENTIAL
VOTING

Kris Hart 33.5%*
Steve Sobel 18.8%
Adam Greenman 16.8%
Graham Murphy 9.6%
John Costanza 8.6% 
David Feldman 5.4%
Jon McDaniel 4.3%
“Country” Dan Teles 1.1%
*40% required for outright victory.

source: JEC

Losing candidates to
file complaints regard-
ing “shady” ballots

■

Senate-elect looks
to change image for
upcoming year
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