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Britney Spears teases the crowd during the NFL Kickoff Live concert on the
National Mall Thursday.  See story, p. 6; photos, p. 7.
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Secretary of State Colin Powell shakes hands with students on H Street after his address in Lisner Auditorium Friday. Powell, who recieved a mas-
ter’s degree in business administration from GW in 1971, addressed a variety of foreign policy issues during his hour-long speech.

Powell defends Bush record

by Michael Barnett
Metro Editor 

The alleged vandalism of a car
belonging to a student living in his-
toric Foggy Bottom has underscored
the tensions between longtime resi-
dents of the neighborhood and stu-
dents renting townhouses there. 

On Wednesday, a senior leasing
a townhouse on 25th Street said he
called Metropolitan Police after
reportedly observing that all four
tires of his green Saab – which was
parked in a back lot behind a town-
house on I Street – had been slashed.
A letter affixed to the front wind-
shield of the car’s window informed
the student that he was parking on
private property. 

“You’re enjoying the typical GW
student arrogance: like parking on
private property,” read the note,
which was written in pencil on
white paper. 

MPD has yet to determine
whether the student’s tires were
slashed. 

The senior, who requested
anonymity, said that while he was
aware he had parked his car on pri-
vate property, he had prominently
displayed a note saying he would
move his car immediately if asked to
do so.

The senior said he parked on the
property for about two weeks. 

“My biggest concern is GW stu-
dents moving into a neighborhood
where they’re not welcome by cer-
tain neighbors – not all of them –
because of bad relations that have
been going on before their time,”
said the student, who moved into
his townhouse in late August. 

Many longtime residents said
students show disregard for their
neighbors by throwing raucous 
parties at all hours of the night, but
students say their neighbors are
“uptight” and unnecessarily call the
police. 

“The parties, the swarms of peo-
ple attending the parties on Sunday
night. Not all the students disrupt the
neighborhood and treat it with disre-
spect,” said local resident Suzanne
Foss, who lives on 25th Street. 

Foss said she saw the student’s
car on Wednesday and saw no 

by Michael Barnett 
and Andrea Nurko

News Editors

More than 200 students evacuated
Munson Hall Sunday night after a gas leak
was detected in the building. After deter-
mining the residence hall would be closed
until Monday, University officials told stu-
dents to stay with friends for the night but
said there were enough on-campus beds to
accommodate anyone who could not secure
alternative sleeping arrangements. 

Warner Alston, assistant director of facil-
ities operations, said students expected to
allow residents back into Munson by noon
Monday, but he was “ shooting for an earli-
er time.”

Alston said officials are still investigat-
ing the cause of the leak and was unable to
disclose details. 

He said the building is not equipped
with carbon monoxide detectors or gas
detectors, adding that they are not mandat-
ed by the city. He said no injuries were
reported.

Alston said residence halls undergo
monthly maintenance checks, adding that
there have been no recent reports of gas
leakage in the building, which was acquired
by the University in 1970.

“Is this (incident) beyond the norm? I’d
say probably not, at this point,” he said.

At 7:20 p.m., University Police and facil-
ities operations staff were notified about gas
leaking from an unspecified area of the
building, said Tara Woolfson, director of
services for sophomores and students in
transfer. 

But many residents said they had
smelled gas throughout the building earlier
in the day, particularly on the first and fifth
floors.

“The smell of gas has been going on all
day, and no one did anything about it,”
sophomore Virginia Castro said.

Students were instructed to leave the
building at 7:30 p.m., when a Community
Facilitator set off the fire alarm. D.C. Fire
Department then arrived on the scene to
shut off the gas.

by Zach Ahmad 
Hatchet Staff Writer

U.S. Secretary of State Colin
Powell said rebuilding Iraq and
Afghanistan and peacefully resolv-
ing the Israeli-Palestinian conflict top
the  Bush administration’s agenda in
a foreign policy speech at Lisner
Auditorium Friday.

In an address that lasted about
an hour, Powell touched on a num-
ber of foreign policy issues, includ-

ing military involvement in Iraq and
Afghanistan and U.S. relations with
Europe and the Far East. He also
reflected on his time at GW. 

Powell, a GW alumnus, symbol-
ically opened the new Elliott School
of International Affairs building at a
brief ribbon-cutting ceremony before
the speech and then took time to
reminisce about his experiences at
GW during his address.

Powell, who received a master’s
degree in business administration
from GW in 1971, expressed grati-
tude for the opportunities GW
afforded him. 

He told the audience of students,
alumni and faculty, including former
University President Lloyd Elliott,

that his time at GW allowed him to
escape the horrors of Vietnam, where
he was a captain in the Army. 

“This university opened up a
world for me, a new world,” Powell
said. “And I came to GW and found
my horizon widened, my mind
opened. I learned so much here that
was so tremendously useful to me as
I went on to different assignments.”

He received three standing ova-
tions during the address.

Powell proceeded to give an
overview of President Bush’s
National Security Strategy, stressing
that terrorism was the major obstacle
to spreading peace in the Middle
East and other regions embroiled in
conflict.

“The war on terrorism is our
number one priority, and it will
remain so for as long as is necessary,”
he said. 

Referring to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, Powell said it is
crucial to refrain from letting recent
violence in the region scuttle the
United States’ commitment to the
“road map,” as the peace plan is
known. 

“President Bush’s strategy also
demands that we play a role in help-
ing to solve regional conflicts, that
we not just sit back behind our
oceans and not take note of problems
that are out there that we can play a
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