
by Ellaine Gelman
Hatchet Staff Writer

More than 5,600 students took
advantage of sunny, 70-degree
weather Saturday to hear rapper
Kanye West perform and enjoy free
food, games and amusements at a
record-breaking Spring Fling.

Students waved their hands to
the beat during West’s performance,
swaying to the loud music that
boomed from University Yard.
Saturday’s crowd was a record for a
Program Board Spring Fling or Fall
Fest, outnumbering the 5,000 stu-
dents three years ago that saw the

Roots.
West referred to himself as a rap-

per who appealed to the average
person.

“I know what you are going
through,” West said, “I’ve been
there.” 

Despite his album title “The
College Dropout,” which is current-
ly the No. 14 album in the country
and No. 5 on the R&B/Hip Hop
charts, West spoke to students about
the importance of staying in school.

West received a college scholar-
ship from an art school in Chicago,

West brings
‘bling’ to Quad

Style

by Joshua Meredith
Hatchet Sports Writer

Seniors Ugo Oha and Cathy
Joens were selected in the
WNBA draft Saturday, becom-
ing the second and third GW
women’s basketball players to
be drafted in the league’s eight-
year history.

The Connecticut Sun select-
ed Oha in the second round
with the 24th pick overall, and
the New York Liberty selected
Joens in the third round with the
30th pick overall out of 38 total
selections. In 1997, the
Sacramento Monarchs drafted
GW’s Tajama Abraham-
Ngongba in the fourth round.

Oha, who stands 6-foot-4-
inches tall and ranked third
nationally in blocked shots this
year, becomes the Sun’s tallest
player. The center won two
Atlantic 10 Defensive Player of
the Year awards in her collegiate
career.

“When I found out, I was
really excited, and I didn’t even
know that I was only the second
player from GW ever drafted,”
Oha said. “I felt I had the skills
to play in the WNBA. I am just
happy that coaches saw that.”

One coach who saw Oha’s
potential was Connecticut Sun
assistant Scott Hawk.

“We were very happy to see
her there,” he said. “When you
draft a player, you want a play-
er to have a professional skill.
Ugo has a defensive presence
and great length.”

On offense, Hawk said he
saw improvement in Oha’s
game this year. “We hope that
she will continue to develop her
offensive game.”

The Sun finished its first sea-
son in Connecticut last year
with a third-place finish in the
seven-team Eastern Conference.
Previously, the franchise played

by Michael Barnett
Metro Editor

A GW student was found
dead Sunday night after falling
from a Hall on Virginia Avenue
balcony.

Metropolitan Police are unsure
whether fresh-
man Hasan
Hussain’s 80-
foot fall from a
balcony on
HOVA’s fourth
floor was acci-
dental or inten-
tional. While
declining to dis-
cuss the city’s

investigation into Hussain’s death,
MPD Lt. Robert Glover said there
were no signs of “foul play.”

“Specifics to the death investi-
gation will not be disclosed at this
time,” Glover said.

“The cause and manner (of

death) will be determined from the
Medical Examiner’s office,” he
added.

Hussain, 19, of Jacksonville,
Fla., was pronounced dead at 6:30
p.m. immediately after MPD and
University Police officers found his
body lying on the Virginia Avenue
sidewalk across the street from the
Watergate. HOVA is located at
2601 Virginia Ave. 

Junior Christopher Lee said he
was walking toward campus on
the HOVA side of Virginia Avenue
when he heard a thud about 10 feet
behind him.

Lee said he immediately called
911.

“It is just awful when you see
something like that. It reminds you
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Univ.
finds
lead

by Ryan Holeywell
Hatchet Staff Writer

University officials
announced Friday that water in
21 campus buildings has tested
positive for lead. 

The affected buildings are
generally “small, townhouse-
sized properties,” wrote Matt
Nehmer, assistant director of
Media Relations, in an e-mail
Friday night. While the
University is notifying the affect-
ed buildings’ residents, it has
declined to publicly announce
which facilities exceed federal
contamination limits. 

The two-part lead tests,
which began two weeks ago,
consisted of examining the con-
centration of lead in water upon
immediately turning on a faucet
and again after letting water
flow for several minutes.
Officials found that 20 buildings
had high lead levels in the first
test while one University-owned
private residence failed both
tests.

The decision to conduct tests
came after officials discovered a
lead pipeline serving the Judaic
Studies townhouse at 2142 G St.
last month. According to the D.C.
Water and Sewer Authority,
more than 23,000 buildings
across the city could be affected
by lead contamination.

Nehmer said finding lead in
the first test was not significant
because the contaminated water
had been stagnant in pipes for
several hours and is not indica-
tive of the water’s usual quality.
Lead primarily enters drinking
water as pipes corrode.

“(I)t’s important to note that
second draw samples are more
indicative of the water quality
coming into the building during
normal use,” he said.

The University is trying to
work with WASA to remedy the
high lead levels, Nehmer said. 

“At this time, WASA has
been given all of our sampling
results,” Nehmer said. “We are
now discussing with WASA what
actions, if any, they recommend
for our buildings based on the
results obtained.”

But WASA officials said that
there is little help the agency,
which is the sole provider of
water to the city, can offer to
institutions such as GW.

“We don’t go into every
building that has high lead levels
and do something,” said Marilyn
Stackhouse, a WASA spokes-
woman. “We have a priority list,
and we look at all the lead pipes
in the city, especially in areas
where there are high-risk indi-
viduals living.”

GW used an independent
contractor to take water samples
from all 135 buildings on the
Foggy Bottom and Mount
Vernon campuses. GW paid for
the testing, but officials declined
to discuss cost.

Students concerned about
lead contamination should fol-
low WASA safety tips, including
running water for several min-
utes before consumption. See SPRING, p. 15
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Detectives point to the room from which freshman Hasan Hussain fell to his death Sunday evening.
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Students light candles at a vigil Sunday at the Lincoln Memorial.
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Rapper Kanye West encourages the audience to sing during a per-
formance at Spring Fling Saturday afternoon on the University Yard.
Hip-hop artist NBS and two student bands also took the stage.
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