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The University plans to 
merge the romance and Slavic 
language programs as its academic 
departments face campus-wide 
budget cuts.

The anticipated reorganization 
is only one of the measures being 
taken by the Columbian College 
of Arts and Sciences after GW 
authorized $4.6 million in campus-
wide budget reallocations last 
spring. 

Offi cials said the cuts 
are necessary to support the 
University’s increased technology 
demands, improvements in 
Gelman Library and 
the expansion of the 
University Writing 
Program, which 
was introduced to 
freshmen last fall.

“A study group 
is planning to form 
within the next 
couple of weeks to 
fi nd out the right way 
to go about this,” said 
Gregory Ludlow, 
interim chair of the 
Romance Languages 
and Literature 
Department, in an 
interview last week. 

Plans for the 
merger are still 
“premature,” Ludlow 
said, adding that the 
committee working 
out the changes will 
be chaired by Michael 
Moses, CCAS’s 
associate dean of 
graduate studies.

“Basically, the hope is that the 
aims of the commission will be 
outlined at the last meeting and 
the merger will be offi cial as of the 
spring semester 2005,” he said.

Richard Robin, chair of the 
German and Slavic Languages and 
Literature Department, said the 
commission will investigate how 
the cost-cutting measure, which 

will save the Columbian school 
$50,000, will be put into place.

“It’s going to begin as school 
starts and will outline the major 
issues regarding the merger, 
mainly what parts of the programs 
we want to keep alike and what we 
want to do differently,” he said.

Robin added that thought 
will be given to class space, 
course requirements, Web sites 
and the possibility of new majors 
and graduate programs for the 
combined departments.

The effect on students should 
not be drastic, Robin said, since 
the two programs already share 
resources and class space.

More tough decisions for CCAS
The merger 

between the 
two language 
departments is not 
the only change 
happening within 
the Columbian 
College, and 
other schools at 
the University 
have been forced 
to rethink their 
fi nancial plans.

D o n a l d 
Lehman, executive 
vice president 
for Academic 
Affairs, said each 
of the University’s 
a c a d e m i c 
departments were 
asked to reallocate 
funding after the 
new budget went 
into effect July 1. 

“In academic 
affairs, we did 
this strategically,” 

Lehman said. “Some areas were 
given a high level of scrutiny, 
especially those areas that were not 
performing well.”

He said school deans were 
asked to decide how funds would 
be reallocated, and their proposals 
were discussed with offi cials from 
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GW President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg addresses the class of 
2008 at the Smith Center at this year’s Freshman Convocation.
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See BUDGET, p. 19 
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Rudys Guzman of Dina Electric looks over blueprints Sunday while working to finish Baja Sol, one of the new 
venues in J Street.  The renovated food court opened to students Saturday with many venues not completed.

Academic depts. 
deal with cuts

by Jennifer Nedeau
Hatchet Staff Writer

Several days after the Aug. 28 
deadline, some of the new dining 
venues in the renovated J Street 
have yet to open.

Amelia Powell, Aramark’s 
marketing director, wrote in an 
e-mail Tuesday that students can 
expect J Street to be fully func-
tional on Sept. 6. 

Earlier this summer, Aramark, 
a private food service provider 
that operates all venues in J Street, 
announced they would pay about 
$4.5 million to renovate J Street by 
Aug. 28.

On Aug. 28, the fi rst day of 
move-in, Baja Sol, Subway, the 
Tuscan Oven and Starbucks were 
open for business in the Marvin 

Center’s redesigned food court; 
The District Market, located on 
the basement level, also opened on 
schedule. 

As of Tuesday evening, 
workers were still constructing 
several venues, and open shops 
such as Subway did not have 
menu boards. In addition, plasma 
television screens were not affi xed 
to the Washington Monument-
style staircase that connects the 
basement and fi rst fl oor. The J 
Street venues that were not open 
include Einstein Bros. Bagels, 
Jamba Juice, the Asian eatery Miso 
and Wendy’s.

“It’s kind of a lackluster 
opening, opening when it’s half-
done,” junior Emily Aaronson said 
on the scheduled opening day.

While Aramark insisted that 

J Street would be open Monday, 
GW offi cials said some venues 
would not be completed by that 
time. Debbie Wright, director of 
the GWorld card program, said she 
expects Wendy’s to open Friday, 
with Jamba Juice and Miso opening 
on Tuesday. She was unsure when 
Einstein Bros. Bagels would open. 

Michael Peller, director of 
University Conferences for the 
Marvin Center, said Aramark 
and GW decided on the Aug. 
28 deadline because it was the 
scheduled move-in day for 
students. 

In an interview last month, 
Executive Vice President and 
Treasurer Louis Katz said Aramark 
would face penalties if J Street did 

>>Fast Facts

• CCAS is looking to 
merge the romance 
and Slavic language 
departments by 
next semester. The 
move will save about 
$50,000. They also 
might merge the hu-
manities and human 
science departments. 

• The changes were 
made in response to 
$4.6 million in cam-
pus-wide budget cuts. 

See J STREET, p. 10

face(book)
Alejandra Ramos is puzzled and probably 

feeling out of the loop.
“What is this Facebook stuff?” the senior 

asked. “Everyone keeps asking me, ‘Are you on 
Facebook?’”

And she has to be. Everyone at GW is 
on thefacebook.com, an online 
friends network that connects 
students from several univer-
sities through friends, classes 
and interests. Well, not every-
one, yet. But since GW logged 
on August 21, more than 2,500 students have 
signed up and are searching their social connec-
tions and classmates for familiar faces.

Signing up for Facebook is simple, since for 
most students its link has probably been for-
warded to them by people looking to “friend” 
them. But before creating an account, students 
must go to www.thefacebook.com and register. 

It will prompt students through a series of 
steps to fill out a profile consisting of questions 
that get relatively personal, such as AOL Instant 
Messenger screen name, e-mail address, phone 
number and residence on campus. But users 
don’t have to fill out any more details than they 

are comfortable with.
“This is a good way to 

put names to some of those 
faces I recognize from the past 
three years,” Keith Raine said. 
And from a quick read of his 

Facebook profile, you can find out that Raine is 
a senior from Massachusetts in the Tau Kappa 
Epsilon fraternity whose favorite books include 
“The Great Gatsby” and Hemingway classics.

Once on the network, a student can 
enter their GW course schedule, which then            

to

face(book)

to

face(book)

face(book)thefacebook.com sweeps campus

See FACEBOOK, p. 14
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