
by Robert Lintott
Hatchet Reporter

The University is investigating 
the cause of a fi re that gutted a 
new Mount Vernon Shuttle bus 
late Tuesday night.

Offi cials from Mount Vernon 
Campus Life, which assumed 
control of the shuttle service from 
University Police three days before 
the blaze, said they are making 

every effort to ensure student 
safety. The University is working 
with D.C.-based International 
Limousine, which contracts the 
buses to GW, to determine the 
cause of fi re. 

“International Limo flew in 
manufacturers of the vehicle (from 
the Midwest) to inspect all 10 of 
the vehicles like the one which 
caught fire,” said Robert Snyder, 
director of Mount Vernon Campus 
Life. The transportation company, 
which is responsible for main-
tenance of the vehicles, is per-
forming daily inspections on all 
shuttles.

An International Limousine 

employee, speaking on the con-
dition of anonymity, told The 
Hatchet there had been an unspec-
ified malfunction on a Mount 
Vernon Shuttle bus over the sum-
mer. But Snyder said nothing like 
Tuesday night’s blaze had previ-
ously occurred.

“We believe this was an iso-
lated incident,” Snyder said. “We 
have never had anything like this 
happen before.”

Snyder expressed concern 
because the bus involved in the inci-
dent was new. He said nine similar 
vehicles used by the University have 
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PANDA✚HOSPITAL 
Makeshift triage established in 
2000 Penn mends pandas 
damanged by vandals

A nose ripped off. An ear missing. Arms 
torn off at the shoulder. This isn’t a scene from 
a bad war movie. It’s the harsh reality of life 
on the street for dozens of life-sized sculpted 
pandas displayed across the city.

“It started with some graffi ti, so we 
were able to pretty much clean that off,” said 
Yann Doignon, a program 
associate with the D.C. 
Commission on the Arts 
and Humanities. “But some 
were pretty badly damaged. 
Parts of the pandas were 
destroyed. A dozen have been vandalized 
pretty badly.”

Among the injuries are a severed foot 
from the sculpture titled “Booted,” mosaic 
tiles removed from “Coin Panda,” a burned 
stomach on “Rail Fence Panda” and ears 
hacked off from several pandas. The pandas 
are currently awaiting treatment at the Panda 
Hospital, located at the GW-owned 2000 Penn 
mall.

Offi cials with the commission said they 
originally left the damaged pandas on the 
street, but as the situation worsened, they knew 
they had to move them to a safer place.

“I kind of left one or two on the street 
thinking we could get them repaired, but it 
got worse,” commission program manager 
Alexandra MacMaster said. “I decided that it 
was time to find a location.”

The commission already had a relation-
ship with 2000 Penn because it housed dam-
aged sculptures of donkeys and elephants 

there during the Commission’s 2002 “Party 
Animal” exhibition.

“Basically it started with the Party Animals 
… they had a couple vandalized and dam-
aged and needed a place where the art-
ists could work on them and repair 
them that was under cover and 

had secu-
rity, which 
is what we 
have here,” 
2000 Penn 
general 

manager Fred Paine said.
“We sort of helped 

them out of a bind and 
have continued with the 
pandas,” he added. “We 
look at it as a benefi t to our 
property.” 

The pandas that still 
have mouths greet passersby, 
seemingly undaunted by 
their trauma. At the hospital, 
the pandas will undergo 
structural repairs next week 
at the hands of Howard 
Connelly, the pandas’ 
resident doctor.

“Well, there’s ears 
missing, there’s arms 
broken, and whole 
mouths and noses gone, 
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Investigation under-
way to determine cause 
of Tuesday’s shuttle fi re

n

by Thane Tuttle
Hatchet Staff Writer

University President Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg declined to com-
ment this week on whether he would 
be reevaluating his relationship with 
Riggs Bank as federal officials con-
duct an investigation into the institu-
tion’s  financial practices.

In a brief discussion with The 
Hatchet on Wednesday, Trachtenberg, 
who serves on the bank’s board of 
directors, declined to discuss the 
organization’s legal troubles, which 
include a federal criminal probe 
into possible money laundering 
(On Monday and Tuesday, he also 
declined through an assistant to talk 
about the bank).

Riggs has already paid $25 mil-
lion in civil penalties for failing to 
comply with money laundering stat-

utes.
The connection between 

GW and Riggs runs deeper than 
Trachtenberg’s position on the bank’s 
board. Robert Allbritton, Riggs’ CEO 
and son of its largest shareholder, is a 
member of the GW Board of Trustees 
(Albritton refused through a spokes-
man to comment). In addition, Riggs 
is one of four or five banks that 
handle the University’s finances.

Trachtenberg referred all ques-
tions about Riggs to the bank’s 
spokesman, Mark Hendrix. But 
Hendrix was equally unwilling to 
talk about GW’s connections to the 
bank, and refused to comment on 
the investigation. He had, however, 
previously told The Hatchet, “All 
the publicity about Riggs has been 
whether we’ve made timely compli-
ance in releasing information per-
taining to the Bank Secrecy Act.” 

This law requires that banks report 
suspicious activities of its clients to 
federal regulators.

Hendrix added 
that Riggs was tak-
ing all necessary 
actions to rectify its 
legal discrepancies.

A c c o r d i n g 
to reports in The 
Washington Post, 
the bank had been 
fi ned millions 
of dollars due to 
failures to ensure 
that clients’ money 
did not come 
from or fund illicit 
activities. Riggs accounts were linked 
to offi cials from the Embassy of Saudi 
Arabia, the totalitarian government 
of Equatorial Guinea and former 
Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet. 

Simon P. Kareri, a Riggs employ-
ee who was in charge of the accounts, 

was fired earlier 
this year on suspi-
cion of embezzle-
ment.

The Riggs 
investigation has 
led to the criti-
cism of its direc-
tors, including 
Trachtenberg. In 
a July 15 opinion 
piece in The Post, 
columnist Steven 
Pearlstein accused 
Riggs’ directors of 
negligence, and 

singled out Trachtenberg and other 
prominent Washington powerbro-
kers as being responsible. 

Pearlstein said Trachtenberg and 
others “not only ignored regulators’ 

early warnings of lax procedures, but 
in some cases even resisted efforts to 
close out the Pinochet and Equatorial 
Guinea accounts.”

While Trachtenberg has come 
under fire for his relationship with 
Riggs, he has not had any legal 
action brought against him. Experts 
said board members might be liable 
for the practices of businesses they 
oversee. 

John Banzhaf, a GW law profes-
sor who has successfully sued fast 
food and tobacco companies, said 
liability depends on “how clear was 
this to a board member. Ordinarily, 
they’re presented with the informa-
tion that management wants them 
to have.” 

Trachtenberg also receives mon-
etary compensation for serving on 
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