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New law frustrates MPD
n Law prohibits MPD

from arresting ﬁrst-time
underage drinkers
by Ryan Holeywell
Metro Editor

Students and experts discuss
hangover remedies
by David Barnes
Hatchet Reporter
Aspirin and a bottle of
water. Throwing back one last
shot immediately upon waking
up. Gatorade. A cold shower.
Bread. Lots and lots of bread.
What’s your solution for
the common hangover?
For better or worse, alcohol has become integrated into
the culture of college students.
According a Harvard University
study conducted in 2001,
nearly 44 percent of underage
college students were classified as binge drinkers – that
is, someone who engages in
heavy episodic drinking. Social
games such as Beirut, speed
quarters, Kings and Asshole
often lead to binge drinking,
which can leave a student with
an unpleasant surprise the next

morning.
But even mild consumption of alcohol
has a way of plaguing hard partiers when
they wake up. Headaches,
drowsiness and nausea can
be routine on the Sunday
mornings of even relatively
light drinkers. But remedies to hangovers are
commonplace
and
range from household
varieties to medicines
with roots in modern
science.
“When
you
drink alcohol, the
body treats it like
food,” said Daniel
See HANGOVER, p. 10

Metropolitan Police officers said
their capacity to curb underage drinking has diminished since the passage
of a more lenient alcohol bill.
“They’ve made it so it’s not a
crime, so we can’t (make arrests),”
said MPD Officer Daniel Godin as
he patrolled the vibrant streets of
Georgetown Friday night. “But in my
opinion, when a person is under 21
they can’t control their alcohol.”
For years, underage drinking in
the District was a criminal offense.
But in May, a D.C. Superior Court
judge put an injunction on all underage drinking arrests. In July, the D.C.
City Council passed emergency legislation that made underage drinking
a civil offense for first-time offenders and a criminal offense for repeat
violators.
Godin, who did not deal with
any alcohol-related issues Friday
night, said that while fake identification possession is still illegal under
D.C. law, it’s not something he actively looks for.
“It’s not (a priority) with me,”

he said.
Still, Godin said young people
should be wary of walking the streets
with an open beverage because that
is a law that MPD enforces.
“Most people don’t understand
they can be in possession of alcohol
but it can’t be open,” Godin said.
Godin and other officers said it’s
not worth arresting someone for a
drinking offense because they want
to remain on the streets and prevent
more serious crimes.
“It doesn’t take long to process
arrests … I’ve made a lot, so I’m relatively quick, but it takes me off the
street for 50 minutes or so,” Godin
said.
Officer Matthew Earls, who has
been with MPD for seven years,
agreed that it could be inefficient to
take officers of the street to handle
underage drinking.
“We can take little fish, but it
takes us off the street … meanwhile,
someone is burglarizing or robbing,”
said Earls, who patrols Cleveland
Park.
Earls said the city is sending
young people mixed messages when
it comes to underage drinking.
“The laws have changed. I know
there’s a stay on arresting underage
drinkers,” Earls said. “It sends the
message ‘Hey, it’s okay to drink.’ I
can’t agree, but that’s how the city is,
and that’s fine.”

Ofﬁcers are being sent mixed
messages as well.
“There’s an injunction – we don’t
lock up anyone under 21,” said Earls,
who is under the mistaken assumption that the council has not passed a
new drinking law.
His partner, Angelo Donadio,
had to make a phone call to verify that “misrepresentation of age”
– fake ID possession – “is still on
the books.” “No one can give us a
straight answer,” Earls said.
Regardless of the law’s status,
Earls said he understands college students will drink, so he is more concerned with keeping them safe than
creating a mess of legal problems.
“As soon as you get cuffs on,
you’ve got trouble at school. We
know people mess up, so we try not
to burn you,” Earls said. “We’re really
out here trying to keep you safe.”
Earls also said that as far as alcohol violations go, GW is definitely the
tamest school in the city.
“Each school has its own thing,”
Earls said. “GW is the most peaceful, and Georgetown is definitely the
alcohol, drinking, partying school.
AU is more of the drugs, but at GW
we don’t have a problem.”
MPD 2nd District Commander
Robert Contee, whose department has
jurisdiction over GW, Georgetown,
See DRINKING, p. 6

ZBT looks to return to GW JCFS awards
ported by the University,” Miller
said.
Miller said SAC discourages
students from joining unrecognized organizations “due to their
histories and lack of oversight”
from the University. There are
currently three unrecognized
Greek-letter groups: APES,
Sigma Alpha Epsilon and Sigma
Alpha Mu.
Miller added that he is
“always
concerned”
when
groups choose to expand to the

tions that followed uncovered
various infractions, including
pledge “line-ups” and a “two-tier
The Zeta Beta Tau fraternity
membership system” in which
is attempting to return to GW
older members had seniority
after a nearly three-year absence.
over recently initiated members.
University officials would not
Despite the failure of Zeta
comment on whether the fraBeta Tau’s most recent effort
ternity is following the recomat GW, Jonathan Yulish, execumended recognition process for
tive director of the fraternity’s
Greek-letter groups.
national office, is optimistic
Tim Miller, director of the
about his fraternity’s future in
Student Activities Center, wrote
Foggy Bottom.
in an e-mail that GW and the
“We were successful (here)
Interfraternity Council
for years, and we tarcontinue to “discuss
get GW because of the
ZBT at GW
the prospect” of Zeta
quality of the school
Beta Tau’s return. IFC
and because it fits into
President Ben Block
our demographic,”
Spring 2001
would not comment on
Yulish said,
• Zeta Beta Tau starts a colony at GW
whether Zeta Beta Tau’s
The historically
national
organization
Jewish
fraternity
was
following
the
wishes to return to
Nov. 2001
recommended
steps
GW sometime this
for a former fraternity
year. However, under
• Zeta Beta Tau national withdraws GW colony
to expand to GW and
University rules it
following hazing violations
receive
University
may only do so withrecognition.
out the involvement
Miller said the SAC
of former Zeta Beta
Aug. 2004
office received a letter
Tau members. No stuin June about Zeta Beta
dents had expressed
• Zeta Beta Tau solicits GW students to form a new
Tau’s plans to form
interest in the fraterchapter on campus
a colony that would
nity as of Sunday eveconstitute the group’s
ning.
core members. Their
“If a group fails,
national office also printed a University without “being for- we do not want a brand new
classified ad in The Hatchet’s mally invited through the appro- group to be influenced by them,”
Aug. 25 issue calling for “men to priate processes.”
Yulish said.
start a new chapter.”
“I continue to hope that ZBT
Following the dissolution of
Should the Zeta Beta Tau and other fraternities will work Zeta Beta Tau in 2001, members
colony form, the fraternity’s with the University and the IFC of the fraternity formed the APES
national organization said they and have expansion be an orga- group, which still operates at GW
would like to receive University nized and mutually agreeable as an unrecognized fraternity. At
recognition, but that it is not a process,” Miller said.
one point, they had wanted to
“prerequisite” for the formation
In November 2001, Zeta Beta come back to campus as Alpha
of the group.
Tau national fraternity with- Epsilon Pi; members of APES
“It will be up to our students drew its recognition of its seven- have said they are uninterested
to determine if they would like month-old GW colony after par- in aligning themselves with a
to join this organization rather ents contacted the organization’s national fraternity because of the
than one of the many fraternities headquarters and said their sons
See ZBT, p. 14
currently recognized and sup- had been hazed. The investigaby Katie Considine
Hatchet Staff Writer
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Inaugural Ball
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presidential winner
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badly advertised
by Michael Barnett
Senior News Editor
Student Association members responsible for doling out
thousands of dollars in scholarships last semester gave most of
the money to their colleagues.
In April, the Joint Committee
of Faculty and Students, comprised of SA officials and professors, awarded $1,000 scholarships to seven students, five
of whom are involved in student government. While no one
has disputed that the students
deserved the awards, several
SA and JCFS members said the
scholarship process will be bet-

Ellie Becker
FB News editor
calls it quits
>> page 9

ter advertised this year in the
hopes of getting a larger and
more diverse applicant pool.
SA President Omar Woodard,
who appoints the student members of the JCFS, acknowledged
that some people called the
scholarship process a “travesty”
last year.
“That was the case last year,”
Woodard said. “There’s nothing
to worry about this year.” He
said the scholarships would be
well publicized, and that all students who meet the award criteria should be aware of and have
the opportunity to apply for it.
See SCHOLARSHIP, p. 16
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Matt Fellmeth/Hatchet photographer

Seniors Emily Goldenthal, Shawn Westenbors and Adam Gavin
relax on University Yard Saturday as junior Jared Parks looks
on. Students gathered to enjoy free food as part of Program
Board’s Fall Fest.
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