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Group may ﬁght
GW with funds

SAFE AT HOME

Katie Rooney
Senior Staff Writer
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D.C. Mayor Anthony Williams pumps his fist in reaction to Major League Baseball’s decision to relocate the Montreal Expos to the District. The team will play at RFK Stadium.

Baseball returns to D.C.
n MLB will move
Expos from Montreal
to Washington in ‘05
by Alan Siegel
Sports Editor
Former
Washington
Senators
public
address
announcer Charlie Brotman
flashed a smile Wednesday
afternoon and let out three
decades of frustration.

“Happy days are here
again,” he told a crowd of hundreds gathered for a press conference in the foyer of the D.C.
City Museum. The gathering
marked the announcement that
a Major League Baseball team
will take the field on District
soil for the first time in 33
years next April.
Sporting a bright red
Washington Senators cap to
compliment his signature bow
tie, Washington, D.C. Mayor
Anthony Williams told the
crowd that MLB commissioner Bud Selig and the league’s
Relocation Committee awarded
the struggling Montreal Expos
franchise to the District. Selig
informed Williams and company via conference call earlier
Wednesday afternoon, ending
the city’s longtime effort to
woo a team.
The mood of the conference was light, as a flock of
City Council members each
made remarks that produced
applause from many crowd
members decked out in
Senators jerseys, caps and Tshirts.
“It has been 30 years of
waiting and waiting and wait-
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by Robert Lintott
Hatchet Staff Writer

on board, the album is marked
by producer Will.I.Am’s unique
blend of deep funk, traditional
hip-hop beats and samples.
Student Activities Center
and Program Board officials said
they could not confirm whether
GW plans to “get retarded”
with The Black Eyed Peas. But
the date is listed on www.pollstar.com, and a publicist for
the group who declined to be
named said, “We have GW on
our itinerary.”
–Sacha Evans

Student Association
Senate audits student
organizations
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Jeff Sherman, managing director of Trammell Crow Company, presents
a check to the Foggy Bottom Association at the Melrose Hotel monday.

Counseling changes likely

Black Eyed Peas to
perform at Smith Center
Hip-hop act The Black Eyed
Peas is scheduled to perform at
the Smith Center Nov. 14, according to the publicity department
at Interscope Records.
The group returned to the
U.S. in August 2004 to continue touring, fresh off the release
of its multi-platinum second
album, “Elephunk.” The album
included such hit singles as the
Sept. 11 tribute song “Where’s
the Love” featuring Justin
Timberlake. With new leading
lady Stacey Ferguson (“Fergie”)

ing,” Williams said, referring
to the Senators’ departure to
Texas in 1971. “After a lot of
hard work and more than a
few prayers, there will be baseball in Washington.”
GW President Stephen
Joel Trachtenberg, who also
serves as chairman of the D.C.
Chamber of Commerce, was in
attendance, wearing a cowboy
hat.
“(Baseball) is great for
GW,” he said. “Anything that
makes the city more attractive,
more interesting, and makes
the business climate better, is
great.”
Trachtenberg also had
a suggestion for the team’s
nickname. “I think they
should be called the George
Washingtons,” he said.
The yet-to-be named team
will play its home games in
RFK Stadium for three seasons
under Williams’ proposed plan
before moving into a new $440
million ballpark for the 2008
season. The new park will be
erected along the banks of the
Anacostia River near the corner of South Capitol and M

The Foggy Bottom Association
has $2.48 million that it may use for
legal purposes following a deal it
negotiated with developers of the
new Columbia Condominiums.
Though FBA leaders have yet to
decide how the money will be used,
GW officials said they are concerned
that the $2.48 million will be put
toward counterproductive legal battles with the University.
On Monday, the Trammell Crow
Company wired the money to the
FBA to finalize a deal it made with
the neighborhood group. The company, which until this year managed some of GW’s residential and
academic facilities, is constructing
a condominium complex at 25th
Street and Pennsylvania Ave. – the
former site of the Columbia Hospital
for Women.
When the company purchased
the land in 2002, it was designated for hospital use only, but the
developer compromised with FBA
officials to amend such provisions.
While the FBA has no authority over
zoning issues, it had a 16-year-old
agreement with the hospital’s owners to restrict the use of the land.
In a written agreement that
eliminated the restrictions, the contractor agreed to reserve 80 percent
of the condominiums for permanent
residents and include space on the
street level for retail use, in addition
to contributing money to the neighborhood trust fund.

“When Trammell Crow bought
the property, they wanted to convert it into residential use,” FBA
President Ron Cocome said. “We
then negotiated for other things
important to the neighborhood, and
Trammell Crow was good in doing
what we asked for.”
Before Monday’s transaction, the 300-member FBA had little money in its coffers. Cocome
said the money will be managed
by the FBA’s new Defense and
Improvement Corporation, an elected body that aims to defend the
interests of the Foggy Bottom and
West End residential communities.
He said the neighborhood could use
the funds in a variety of ways.
“It could be legal, it could be
tree planting,” said Cocome, an adamant critic of GW’s expansion into
residential Foggy Bottom. “It could
be put towards anything that will
improve our vibrant community.”
Cocome did not elaborate on how
the money could be used for legal
purposes.
University officials, who have
long been criticized by community
groups for constructing buildings
on sites that previously featured
quaint townhouses, said they fear
the money may be used to wage
legal battles.
“It would be a shame if the
majority of that money was used for
legal fights that have nothing to do
with the community,” said Michael
Akin, the newly appointed direc-

Senior GW administration officials said cost would not be a factor
in implementing the recommendations of a commission that investigated the University’s response to
student deaths.
The commission, which met
regularly over the summer in
response to the death of five students last year, recently issued a
final report but did not make it
public. The Hatchet independently
obtained a copy of the report last
week. The 56-page document calls
for more resources to be allotted to
the counseling center and also rec-
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ommends improvements in GW’s
death response protocols.
Although he has yet to read
the report, University President
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg said
the commission’s conclusions are
a step in the right direction and
that cost would not be an issue in
meeting with the needs outlined in
the report.
“Anything that has to do with
safety and health has to be a high
priority,” Trachtenberg said. “I
appointed the commission because
I thought this was an issue that
needs to be researched.”
While the University is already
facing across-the-board budget
cuts, Louis Katz, GW’s executive

Adam Chandler
Column: A new Greek
tragedy
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vice president and treasurer, said
the University will fund the commission’s recommended changes.
He noted that GW always has
more funding requests than it can
handle.
“Life safety issues ... we do not
knowingly compromise on those.
I put this issue in that area,” Katz
said.
Robert
Chernak,
senior
vice president for Student and
Academic Support Services, said
the University will take into close
consideration the changes recommended by the commission.
Chernak’s
department,
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Polyphonic Spree to perform at Kennedy Center
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