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Former professor Miguel
Angel Rodriguez resigns
as head of the Organization of American States.
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Police
probe
ﬁght

Group
explores
SSNs

All the mall’s a stage

n Hobbs disciplines
three players for bar
ﬁght involvement

n Task force will
explore alternatives to
SSN identiﬁcation

by Ryan Holeywell
and Alan Siegel
Hatchet Editors

The GW men’s basketball
team has disciplined three players for their involvement in an
Oct. 1 altercation at Lulu’s Mardi
Gras. Metropolitan and University police are investigating the
incident and could still charge
the players with assault.
GW Director of Athletics Jack
Kvancz declined to say how the
three
players
– junior Pops
Mensah-Bonsu and sophomores Carl Elliott and J.R.
Pinnock – have
been punished.
Since the city
Mensah-Bonsu has not filed
charges against
the players, Kvancz said the athletic department is not planning
any further actions.
“Coach (Karl) Hobbs has disciplined the three guys for what
we know, which
was that they
shouldn’t have
been (at Lulu’s),” Kvancz
said.
“Now,
if we find out
something else
we’ll take whatPinnock
ever actions are
appropriate.”
Hobbs has been reluctant
to comment on the allegations
against the players. He said
through a spokesman last week
that he would issue a written
statement
on
We d n e s d a y
in response to
the altercation
but did not do
so. Reached by
phone Friday
evening,
the
coach declined
Elliott
to discuss the
incident or his
response to it.
“It was a good learning experience for them,” Hobbs said.
Coaches have instructed members of the basketball team, including the three players involved in the fight, not to comment.
Kvancz said the incident
could be a wake-up call for the
Colonials. The men’s basketball
team has gained national exposure in recent months as a team
on the rise and has been picked
by many as the best team in the
Atlantic 10 conference this year.
Now, Kvancz said, the Colonials must realize that as recognizable people on campus, they
will be scrutinized more than
See BASKETBALL, p. 12
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by Kevan Duve
Hatchet Reporter

Administrators are forming a
task-force to explore alternatives
to using Social Security numbers
as the University’s means of identifying students.
The move comes on the heels
of a Federal Trade Commission
report naming D.C. the city with
the greatest amount of consumer
fraud and the 18-29 age group as
the most at-risk demographic for
identity theft.
The taskforce is assembling its
membership from across all major
GW constituent groups, including
students. William Mayer, associate
University librarian for information technology, and Kerry Washburn, director of administrative
applications for Internet Security
Systems, will chair the group.
Last November, a GW professor inadvertently drew attention
to the issue after posting students’
Social Security numbers on a Web
site that was accessible through
Google. The posting came weeks
after Hatchet editors discovered
pages of students’ Social Security numbers in an unsecured New
Hall closet.
Since last year’s two incidents,
the Student Association has called
for an abandonment of the current system, and privacy watchdog groups such as the Electronic
Privacy Information Center have
asked all universities to stop using
Social Security numbers.
Mayer said the task force would
identify all of the University’s current uses of Social Security numbers and propose alternatives that
will increase privacy and security.
A major proposal under consideration is the conversion to a system
that identiﬁes students by random,
computer-generated numbers.
“We have already begun research on other schools’ conver-
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Charley Silkwood plays guitar outside the Foggy Bottom Metro station Saturday afternoon. He has
played there for the last three months.

Melodies at the Metro
by Andrea Nurko
Features Editor

Charley Silkwood led his band
last week during the ﬁnal song
of the night: a cover of the Rolling Stones’ “Beast of Burden.” His
audience did not clump together,
looking up in admiration as they
swayed to the smooth, rolling
tunes pumping out of his speakers. No one demanded he reappear on stage for an encore. In fact,
he had no stage and no real band
– just himself, his custom-made
Brian Moore guitar and a section
of a sidewalk outside the Foggy
Bottom Metro station.
Four days a week Chuck,
or “Charley Silkwood,” goes to
work in the park nestled between
the GW Hospital and Ross Hall.
He plays guitar for seven straight
hours with his “virtual band,” a
compilation of MIDI ﬁles he mixes
himself, and passers-by drop money into his case.

Although crowds generally
don’t form around this Franconia,
Va., resident, those hustling to the
Metro terminal or waiting to hop
on a bus turn their heads as they
pass by.
During his “Beast of Burden” performance, Charley casually strolled around the sidewalk,
feeling the music and mingling
with his audience. Those around
couldn’t help but acknowledge
his presence, and as they passed
a quizzical glance in Charley’s direction, they seemed to slow their
pace.
Charley said “Beast of Burden” is the “essence” of what he
likes to play on the street because
of its beautiful, rolling rhythm. He
ﬁrmly believes that each note he
plays is much more than a tone.
“There’s something transcendental about really good music,”
he said. “When I play, it’s not
notes. It’s like little lightening bolts
(and) each note screams in it’s own

little way. I think really good musicians understand that.”
And Charley considers himself a really good musician, even
one of the best undiscovered guitarists around. He improvised a
few tumbling notes and chords to
demonstrate the sensation music
can create.
“See, each note hits you like
a little bolt,” he said as he played,
curling his ﬁngers and pursing his
lips as if the notes really were electric.
Charley has been a regular at
the Foggy Bottom Metro for the last
three months, but his life has not
always revolved around his guitar.
He covers his graying hair, which
he pulls back into a loose ponytail,
with a Vietnam War veteran’s hat
and a red and yellow service ribbon pinned to the front of it. His
service in the Navy is more than a
distant memory, for it also marks
See METRO, p. 11

See SSN, p. 11

CCAS cuts peace studies program
by Robert Lintott
Hatchet Staff Writer

The Peace Studies and Conﬂict
Resolution minor is the latest casualty of academic budget cuts that are
reshaping the Columbian College of
Arts and Sciences.
Robert Churchill, a professor of
philosophy and former chair of the
program, said the elimination of the
minor is due to a lack of money and
the unwillingness of the University
to fund the curriculum. CCAS ofﬁcials said that students currently
enrolled in the area of study will be
able to ﬁnish their minors. He was
unsure how many students are in
the program.
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for peace studies for the fall semester and were considering axing the
program.
“I assume they will be able
to complete the minor if the dean
agrees to fund an adjunct … for a
measly $2,000-$2,500 to offer it,”
Churchill said.
He added that one professor
– who he declined to identify – is in
danger of losing his job.
“We have a superb teacher, who
is extremely knowledgeable in the
ﬁeld and who regularly teaches subjects in this area to military ofﬁcers,
who is only an adjunct and might
not be able to stay at GW,” he said.
See PEACE, p. 11
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