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Junior Carla Lewin
creates drink that
promises to cure
hangovers.
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Union hinges on
disputed votes
by Zach Ahmad
Senior Staff Writer
Just one week before Election
Day, GW has its own voting dispute
complete with a narrow majority
and disputed ballots.
In a process that will transpire
in the next few weeks, a 12-person
majority of part-time faculty who
voted in favor of forming a union
may be reversed by the inclusion of
about 50 contested ballots.
On Friday, the National Labor
Relations Board took a count of the
more than 600 votes cast in a mailballot election held from Oct. 4-19
that was open to all part-time professors who had taught at least one
course in two of the last four semesters, excluding summer sessions.
Of the 644 ballots tallied so far,

professors voted in favor of unionization by a 12-vote margin, with
328 voting for the union and 316 voting against. Due to questions about
submission deadlines and eligibility of some ballots, about 50 remain
uncounted and could reverse a successful unionization effort in the
works for three years.
Part-time professors have been
working toward unionization with
the Service Employees International
Union Local 500 as a way to secure
better wages and benefits. The
University has consistently opposed
the effort, saying they prefer to negotiate faculty contracts without third
party involvement. A GW part-time
professors’ union, which would be
the second of its kind nationwide,
See VOTE, p. 9
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GW AIDS Walk team members Michael Mattmiller and Jason Garner participate in Saturday morning’s
walk. See story at www.GWHATCHET.com.

Fire prompts inspections
by Kaitlyn Jahrling
Hatchet Reporter

City officials are seeking to
inspect students’ off-campus townhouses for dangerous living conditions after a Georgetown University
student died in a townhouse fire one
week ago.
Daniel Rigby, a Georgetown
senior, died Oct. 17 after his twostory townhouse at 3318 Prospect St.

caught on fire. The house had faulty
electrical wiring in the basement,
where Rigby lived. Metal bars on
the building’s windows may have
prevented his escape.
In response to Rigby’s death, GW
is working with the D.C. Department
of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs
to ensure safety in off-campus housing, said Glen Davis, a DCRA spokesman. Officials have been going door
to door in Foggy Bottom and other
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areas and ask if they can inspect
students’ townhouses for fire safety
violations.
Tracy Schario, director of GW
Media Relations, said the University
is particularly concerned about one
Foggy Bottom townhouse that she
declined to identify. The townhouse
has been the subject of several complaints from neighbors concerned
about possible safety violations.
“There are several apartments
in the building,” Schario said. “We
know of three GW students who
live in the building, and the landlord
actually lives in California.”
Davis said she encourages students to ask for an inspection from
the fire marshal because they have
a right to live in a safe home. Some
Georgetown students were advised
by their landlords not to allow DCRA
officials inside, and Davis referenced
Rigby’s death as an example of the
potential consequences of inaction.
See FIRE, p. 9

Taking time to
make a difference

n Students volunteer
in food bank as part of
Make a Difference Day
by Abe Lubetkin
Hatchet Reporter

Freshman Zoila Primo’s zipped
up coat and visible breath was not
due to an early winter. The volunteer
was working in a frozen warehouse,
packaging food for the less fortunate
this past weekend.
Primo, who was taping together
broken bags of frozen meat, vegetables and potatoes, was one of 12
students who volunteered Saturday
afternoon at the Capital Area Food
Bank in Northeast D.C. for Make a
Difference Day.
The GW Office of Community

Service’s Neighbors Project sent students to volunteer at a number of
sites around the District; students
did everything from participating in
Saturday’s AIDS Walk to cleaning
parks.
“I used to do something just like
this in high school; I was a lot better
with the tape back then,” said Primo,
who decided to go on the four-hour
trip after seeing a poster for Make a
Difference Day on a Thurston Hall
bulletin board.
The group of 12 food bank volunteers followed senior Ben Spears,
trip organizer and Neighbors Project
coordinator, to a nondescript onestory building in a residential section
of working-class Brookland neighborhood. A staff member at the
Capital Area Food Bank took the
See DAY, p. 9

Dumbing down A’s
n GW, universities
nationwide rife with
grade inﬂation
by Megan Roarty
Hatchet Staff Writer
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Sophomores Charlie Leizear and Stephanie Adelman sweep
leaves during the Foggy Bottom Clean Up sponsored by the
Student Association Saturday.
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Final exams
Late ﬁnals disrupt travel
plans
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For many students, being average in the classroom is unacceptable.
Receiving mostly A’s and B’s not only
has become the norm, but it’s become
an expectation, and professors nationwide have become increasingly
generous when boosting student
grade point averages.
Researchers studying grading
trends over the last 35 years have
found that awarding higher marks
for coursework of the same quality
has caused an artiﬁcial inﬂation in
grades.
Stuart Rojstaczer, professor at
Duke University and author of the
Web site gradeinﬂation.com, compiled data on nearly 30 public and
private institutions and found stunning results to conﬁrm what many
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already suspected: grades are on the
rise.
“It has been a long time since C
was average,” Rojstaczer said. He
found that average GPAs have increased about 0.15 per decade over
the last 35 years.
When 91 percent of Harvard
University’s class of 2001 graduated
with honors, there was alarm across
campuses. Universities started addressing grade inﬂation as a national
problem and GW was no exception.
Grade inﬂation is a reality of today’s
higher education.
GW looks inward
The national attention on grade
inﬂation led GW administrators to
start questioning their own policies
and practices. In 2002, Vice President
for Academic Affairs Donald Lehman read an article in the Chronicle of
Higher Education that got him thinking more about grading at GW.
“Most institutions have accepted
grading practices that persistently
blur the distinction between good
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>> Page 4

and outstanding performance, while
they award passing grades for showing up and turning in work – even
when that work is poor,” the article
said. It prompted Lehman to write a
memo to the faculty, bringing the issue to the attention of the University.
The April 8, 2002 memo titled,
“Grade Conﬂation: A Question of
Credibility,” was circulated to deans
of each undergraduate school and
the chairs of every department. In the
memo, Lehman expressed his concern for the rise in grades as a threat
to academic challenge and evidence
that students might not be fully engaged in their education. It also provided data on University grading
practices since 1983 as well as the
Chronicle article.
“Over a 20-year period, the percentage of A’s awarded, as a percentage of the total number of grades
assigned, has increased by about
15 percent,” Lehman wrote in the
memo.
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See GRADE, p. 6
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