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by Gabriel Okolski
Campus News Editor

After a late election night, Re-
publican students celebrated a vic-
tory for President Bush Wednesday 
afternoon as Sen. John Kerry conced-
ed defeat to the incumbent.

The president’s victory came af-
ter votes from the battleground state 
of Ohio, which Bush needed to win a 
second term in the White House, in-
dicated a clear victory for the presi-
dent late Wednesday morning. Bush 
broke the 270-vote threshold needed 
to win with 274 electoral votes, in-
cluding Ohio’s 20. With Iowa and 
New Mexico still tallying results 
Wednesday afternoon, Kerry took 
252 votes.

At 2 p.m. Wednesday, Kerry 
conceded defeat during a speech in 
downtown Boston and congratulat-
ed Bush on his victory.

“I would not give up this fight 
if there was a chance we would pre-
vail,” Kerry told a cheering group of 
supporters.

With shades of the 2000 election 
debacle still in Americans’ minds, 
Democratic vice presidential can-
didate John Edwards said his party 
would ensure that “every vote 
counts.”

At 3 p.m., the president thanked 
his supporters at an acceptance 
speech at the Ronald Reagan Build-
ing in downtown Washington.

“A campaign has ended, and 
the United States of America goes 
forward with confidence and faith,” 
Bush said.

Bush promised to continue 
America’s “economic progress” and 
foster a democratic government in 
Iraq. 

“We’ll reform our outdated tax 
code,” he said. “We’ll strengthen 
the Social Security for the next gen-
eration. We’ll make public schools all 
they can be. And we will uphold our 
deepest values of family and faith.”

Speaking from the Reagan Build-
ing before the president’s speech, 
Chrissy Trotta, president of the GW 
College Republicans, said she was 
ecstatic over Bush’s victory.

“I’m doing excellent this morn-
ing,” said Trotta, who returned 
Wednesday from campaigning in 
Michigan, a state won by Kerry. “It 
was a crazy night last night. We got 
no sleep ... but we’re all really happy 
now.”

“I’m very happy, especially at 
this campus,” said junior Nick Nel-
son, making reference to a strongly 
Democratic university. “It’s redemp-
tion.”

Students on the left of the po-
litical spectrum seemed downcast 
at news of Kerry’s concession. Some 
said they knew the president would 
eventually win.

“After last night, I expected 
(Kerry) to concede, but not this 
early,” said senior Andrew Dualan, 
who added that he will continue to 
pay close attention to the political 
process even though his preferred 
candidate lost.

Some Democrats said they were 
holding out hope until Wednesday 

Bush wins second term
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Freshmen John Galmiche, Jeff Girardi and Sarah Chaga celebrate with fellow Bush supporters in the 
Marvin Center early Wednesday morning after Fox News declared Bush the winner in Ohio.

Ballots fail to reach some students

Kerry concedes 
election Wed. 
afternoon

Democrats 
held out hope 
for candidate

by Sam Salkin
Hatchet Staff Writer

Watching the election in the 
Marvin Center Tuesday night and 
early into the next morning was an 
emotional ride for Democratic stu-
dents, ending only with John Kerry’s 
concession of the presidential race 
shortly after 2 p.m. Wednesday.

At 10:30 p.m. Tuesday, as Presi-
dent Bush was leading John Kerry 
193 electoral votes to 112, spirits 
were still high in the Democratic-
themed “Blue Room” on the Marvin 
Center’s third floor.  

“Kerry is a wee bit behind but 
the night isn’t over,” sophomore 
Daniel Morgan said. “Polls are still 
open and many precincts haven’t re-
ported their results yet.”

Election Night 2004 was indeed 
still young.  

“It’s not over until it’s over,” said 
Michelle Tanney, the College Demo-
crats’ events and outreach chair. “At 
this point I know that Bush is ahead 
in the Electoral College and we have 
hope.”

One glimmer of hope came for 
students at 10:47 p.m., when CNN 
awarded the battleground state of 
Pennsylvania to Kerry. Members of 
the College Republicans were quick 
to refute any notions that Kerry was 
gaining momentum.

“Bush is in the lead in every 
battleground state,” said sophomore 
Sam Grossman while watching in the 
Republican-themed “Red Room.”  
“Pennsylvania isn’t too surprising.”

The morale of Democratic stu-
dents began to rise once again at 1:14 
a.m., when CNN said that Ohio was 
far too close a race to project its 20 
electoral votes going to Bush. Short-
ly after, New Hampshire and Wash-
ington state were both awarded to 
Kerry.

“I’m keeping my chin up but I’m 
so tired that it’s easier not to think 
about it,” freshman Tara Biller said 
as the clock struck 1:44 a.m.

Like Biller, many students were 
losing steam, with several visibly 
slumped over tables and moaning. 
And as the likelihood of a victorious 
Kerry seemed more remote, smokers 
began to fill the Marvin Center ter-
race to ease their stress.

At about 2 a.m., CNN viewers 
were told that a voting malfunction 
would delay the announcement of 

by Caitlin Carroll 
and Emily Green
Hatchet Reporters

Sophomore Deirdre Demers 
traveled three and a half hours to 
her hometown of Reading, Pa., 
to vote Tuesday after she had not 
received her absentee ballot. 

“I really knew I wanted to 
vote in this election,” she said.

Demers is one of several stu-
dents who went home to vote or 
paid to send their ballots by ex-
press mail. Many students were 
not able to cast their ballots after 

failing to receive their absentee 
forms on time. 

“I’ve heard of almost all those 
situations,” said Sean White, 
director of GW Votes, a student 
voter registration drive. “I think 
every single person who wasn’t 
able to vote is certainly a prob-
lem.”

In response to student com-
plaints about absentee ballots, 
GW Votes worked with the Class 
Council to send a mass e-mail 
to undergraduate students ask-
ing them to respond if they were 
having problems voting. White 

said they received about 50 to 60 
e-mails.

“I thought the problem 
would be more widespread than 
it was,” White said. 

White attributed voting 
problems to several issues, such 
as complications with county of-
fices. He added that “mail tends 
to be a problem at GW,” but said 
he has no reason to believe that 
mail services did not efficiently 
distribute ballots. In an interview 
with The Hatchet last week, GW 
Mail Services officials said they 
sent out absentee ballots as soon 

as possible.
White responded to student 

complaints by advising them to 
contact their county clerks and 
mail services. 

“Unfortunately, once the re-
quest form is out, it’s out of our 
hands,” White said. “Ultimately 
it comes down to the students 
and the state.” 

Between 95 and 98 percent of 
students were registered to vote 
in Tuesday’s election, accord-
ing to GW Votes, which helped       
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Juniors Carrie Stefansky 

and Judson O’Keefe react 

to Kerry falling behind in 

the Electoral College in 

the Marvin Center late 

Tuesday night.
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