
by Bryn Lansdowne
Campus News Editor

 University officials on Thursday 
pushed back spring class registration 
a week in order 
to change meet-
ing times for up 
to 200 courses 
and alleviate 
an overbooked 
schedule.
 S t u d e n t s 
were informed 
of the move 
in a mass e-
mail sent out 
by Craig Linebaugh, associate vice 
president for academic planning and 
development. Registration for non-
hours undergraduate students is set 
to begin Nov. 15, six days after the 
original start date.
 In an e-mail to The Hatchet, 
Linebaugh said registration was 
pushed back because students need 
enough time to view a spring sched-

ule that will undergo significant 
changes before the Nov. 15 registra-
tion date. The changes are neces-
sary because academic departments 
put too many courses in some time 

bands.
 “The schedules 
that were sub-
mitted included 
more classes with 
specific enroll-
ment capacities in 
many time bands 
than the classroom 
inventory can 
accommodate,” 
Linebaugh said. 

“Therefore it is necessary to change 
the day and/or times of a significant 
number of classes.”
 Meetings times for about 150 
to 200 classes may change before 
the new registration date. Classes 
between 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. and 5 
p.m. and 8 p.m. will undergo the 

MONDAY
November 8, 2004

Volume 101, No. 27
www.GWHATCHET.com

A N  I N D E P E N D E N T  S T U D E N T  N E W S P A P E R

S E R V I N G  T H E  G E O R G E  W A S H I N G T O N  C O M M U N I T Y  S I N C E  1 9 0 4

Will 2005 be a banner 
year for the GW men’s 

and women’s 
basketball teams?

 >> Section B

insidenews insideopinions
L. Asher Corson
Woodard changes 
dinner story 
>> Page 4

Homeland Security
Dept. gives GW 
$2 million grant 
>> Page 6

inside

Walking down the aisle
by Natalie Gontcharova

Senior Staff Writer

Most people don’t expect to meet the person 
they will spend the rest of their lives with at Colonial 
Inauguration. But senior Jody Elliott and her fiancé, 
senior Jeff Schrimmer, are not typical college students.

The couple, together now for three years, met at 
freshman orientation and lived on the same Hall on 
Virginia Avenue floor as freshmen. The beginning of 
their relationship was typical among most college stu-
dents; they met through Elliott’s roommate, who 
often studied for economics with Schrimmer.

“I really didn’t like him at first,” Elliott 
said. 

But one day, he asked her out to din-
ner and they ended up dating. Months 
later, they were seriously discussing 
marriage. They were engaged in 
August and are planning a July 2005 
wedding.

Elliott and Schrimmer’s 
engagement is an uncommon 
phenomenon on college campus-
es, with both men and women 
waiting longer to get married 

than they did in previous generations, said Barbara 
Whitehead, a marriage and family expert at Rutgers 
University in New Jersey.

Today, on average, a woman will marry at 25, while 
a man will marry at 27, according to a 2000 report by the 
National Marriage Project at Rutgers. In 1970, a woman 
married at 21; a man exchanged vows at 23.

“People are putting marriage at the end of the 
sequence of early ‘adult life things’ to accomplish,” 
Whitehead said.

Waiting longer to marry is an even 
more pronounced trend among college-

educated Americans, with women mar-
rying around age 28 and men around 
age 30. Since women are far more likely 
to attend college than they were a few 

decades ago, their careers often force 
them to put off walking down the 
aisle.

Elliott and Schrimmer are 
planning to do what Whitehead 
said couples did more com-
monly in the 1960s: “grow up 
together,” make sacrifices for 
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Sophomores Rachel Truax, Nicholas Seaver and Maryann Tan dance during the Class Council 
Charity Ball in the Marvin Center Friday night. The Ball raised over $5,000 for the National Stu-
dent Partnership. See story, Page 7.
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GW suspects mail theftHalls get too hot 
for residents

by Brandon Butler
Senior Staff Writer

 It may be November, but for 
senior Dorie Ain, it feels like July.
 “It’s been painfully hot for the 
last two and a half weeks,” Ain, a 
resident of 1957 E St., said. “The 
thermostat doesn’t change the tem-
perature and there is absolutely no 
ventilation.”
 The University has received sev-
eral complaints from students who 
say their rooms have been too hot 
for the last three weeks. On Friday, 
GW turned the air conditioning in 
1957 E St. back on, but some stu-
dents said the problem never should 
have happened in the first place.

 “It’s almost too little too late,” 
said junior Ellen Wexler, another 
1957 E St. resident. “Unfortunately, 
it takes them a while to hear all the 
complaints and finally do something 
about it, but now I hope we don’t 
have the opposite problem and now 
the rooms aren’t too cold.”
 Students in the Ivory Tower 
also said they were uncomfortably 
warm. 
 “It’s been really hot, the thermo-
stats don’t work and the windows 
don’t open,” said junior Nicole 
Robbet, a resident of the newly 
opened residence hall.
 “The thermostat doesn’t turn 

by Michael Barnett
Senior News Editor

 A GW Mail Services employee 
is suspected of opening students’ 
letters last month.
 U.S. Postal Inspection Service 
officials are still questioning the 
employee – whom they declined 
to identify – and have yet to charge 
him with mail tampering. Tracy 
Schario, GW’s director of Media 
Relations, said the employee has 
been suspended and is “believed 
to have been fired” by Pittney 
Bowes, a private company that 
operates the mailroom. Pittney 
Bowes officials declined to com-

ment on the employee’s status. 
 On Oct. 28, postal investiga-
tors received a 
complaint from 
Pitney Bowes that 
an employee may 
have illegally 
rifled through stu-
dents’ mail, said 
Postal Inspector 
Chad Caviness, 
who is investigat-
ing the case. The 
next day, investi-
gators identified 
the worker and 
brought him in 
for questioning.  
The incident is 
the second of its kind since Pitney 
Bowes began operating the mail-
room several years ago, GW offi-
cials said. 
 Caviness said he “can’t really 

say what the employee took at this 
point” because he needs to talk 

to the students 
affected by the 
mail tampering. 
Schario said the 
employee opened 
birthday and 
Halloween cards, 
among other 
items. 
 “We don’t know 
exactly what was 
stolen because 
most of the 
cards have been 
opened,” she 
said. 
 No absentee 

ballots were among the illegally 
opened letters, Schario said. In 
the weeks before Election Day, 
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Senior Jeff Schrimmer and Jody Elliott are planning a Disney-
themed wedding for July 2005.
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QuickTakes: Registration

Officials have pushed back 
spring registration because 
of scheduling complica-
tions.


