
by Brandon Butler
Senior Staff Writer

Opposition from GW’s top two 
officials will effectively kill Student 
Association senators’ efforts to put a 
student on the Board of Trustees.  
University President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg and Board of Trustees 
Chairman Charles Manatt said they 
do not support a bill that will be vot-
ed on in the Senate next week.

If the bill passes, a question 
asking students whether a student 
should sit on the board will be placed 
on the March SA ballot. Even if stu-
dents support the referendum, the 
University will have to approve the 
recommendation.  Manatt said any 
student member of the board would 
be biased and serve a specific constit-
uency. The 35-person board, which 
is comprised of alumni, benefactors 
and professionals, is the University’s 
highest decision-making body and 
meets four times a year.

“It’s all just a hypothetical ques-
tion,” Manatt said. “I’m very pro-
student, but at the present moment 
because of all the conflicts of interest, 
the window is not open to look at 
the issue.”  The proposed 
referendum would have little effect 
on the board’s decisions and would 
also go against the group’s bylaws, 
which prevent student membership, 
Manatt added. 

Trachtenberg said students al-
ready serve a role on the board by 
serving on the Student Life and Aca-
demic Affairs committees. “I don’t 

see where students have the experi-
ence, be it in management, academia 
or just life experience that would add 
value to the board,” Trachtenberg 
said.  “Where students do add con-
siderable value is in the committees, 
and students are represented on the 
pertinent committees.” 

by Ryan Holeywell
Metro Editor

Students kicked out of an off-
campus townhouse last month 
because of safety concerns have 
continually re-entered their former 
home, prompting GW and area 
residents to work together to ensure 
they stay out.

After complaints from GW and 
area residents, inspectors from the 
Department of Consumer and Reg-
ulatory Affairs last month visited 
the house at 1016 22nd St. and dis-
covered safety violations. The resi-

dents were evicted from their house 
Oct. 26, but evidence indicates they 
have returned numerous times.

GW is working with communi-
ty members to make sure the house 
stays empty.

Michael Akin, GW’s director of 
D.C. and Foggy Bottom/West End 
Affairs, said DCRA inspectors found 
pizza boxes and other evidence indi-
cating people had been in the house. 
MPD was called two or three times 
last weekend because people were 
inside the property. 

Those who re-entered the house 
could face a $500 fine for violating 
a closed building citation. Akin said 
the students were re-entering in the 
evenings with kegs and pizza “just 
to kind of go because it’s an empty 
house.” He said his office was work-
ing with the DCRA, City Council 

member Jack Evans’ office and the 
Metropolitan Police to address the 
situation.

“The word went out that if any-
one went in that property, they need 
to be issued a citation,” Akin said.

University officials initially be-
came involved with the townhouse 
in July when neighbors complained 
about excessive noise and trash. 
By September, the complaints had 
turned into concerns that the house 
was dangerously overcrowded and 
the students faced a fire risk. In Oc-
tober, a Georgetown student died in 
a townhouse fire on Prospect Street.

“I was a college student once 
too, so I understand what students 
do, but I lived in a dorm or a frat 
house on campus,” said John Lane, 

by Jessica Calefati
Hatchet Reporter

Two unrecognized Greek-letter 
groups are protesting their expulsion 
from a sorority-sponsored kickball 
tournament. 

Sigma Alpha Mu and Sigma Al-
pha Epsilon, fraternities both unrec-
ognized by the University, said they 
should have been able to participate 
in Sunday’s Kappa Kappa Gamma 
charity kickball event because they 
are students who are friendly with 
the sorority.  

Sigma Alpha Mu attempted to 
form a registered fraternity three 
years ago, but did not gain recogni-
tion. Sigma Alpha Epsilon lost recog-
nition in 1993. Unrecognized groups 
are not subject to University regula-
tions and do not receive funding or 
campus housing.  

Student Activities Center Direc-
tor Tim Miller traveled to campus 
Sunday to halt the groups’ participa-
tion in the kickball game after receiv-
ing a phone call from Interfraternity 
Council President Ben Block.   
 Kappa Kappa Gamma violated 
a Panhellenic Association statement 
prohibiting formal relationships with 
unrecognized Greek-letter groups by 
allowing the two fraternities to par-
ticipate in the event, Miller said. The 
Pahellenic Association is the govern-
ing body for GW’s eight sororities.   

 “I wanted to come and see what 
the situation was and felt it was im-
portant to enforce the Panhellenic 
statement,” Miller said.

Kappa Kappa Gamma leaders 
did not respond to requests for com-
ment for this article.

Miller said Monday that he met 
with leaders from Kappa Kappa 
Gamma and Sigma Alpha Mu and 
planned to meet with the sorority 
again this week to discuss the situa-
tion.  

SAC officials have not decided 
what actions, if any, will be taken 
against the groups. Miller said he 
would like to meet with all sorori-

ties to emphasize the importance 
of the relationship statement. The 
statement, which all eight chapter 
presidents signed last April, calls for 
sorority members to “discontinue 
formally associating with unrecog-
nized Greek organizations.”  

Sigma Alpha Mu and Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon leaders said they dis-
agree that their participation violated 
the statement.  

“There is much disagreement be-
tween me and (Miller). Our meeting 
did not solve anything, and we both 
knew that going in,” Sigma Alpha 
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Jeff Baum/photo editor
Sophomore guard J.R. Pinnock slams down an alley-oop from 
freshman Maureece Rice during Wednesday’s 106-45 victory 
over Randolph Macon at the Smith Center.  See story, page 16.
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Making cents on the street

Sam Sherraden/photo assistant
SAC Director Tim Miller meets with representatives of Kappa Kappa 
Gamma and IFC President Ben Block to discuss unrecognized Greek 
groups participating in Kappa Kickball Sunday on the University Yard.

by Ryan Holeywell
Metro Editor

Jose Castillo was fired from his 
job at the Chicago Police Depart-
ment more than 20 years ago. Since 
then, he has bounced between D.C. 
and Chicago, struggling to find 
housing.

“It’s a big business to keep 
people homeless,” laments Castillo, 
a father of three who now calls the 
streets of D.C. his home.

He said that after missing one 
month’s rent, he became homeless 
and now stays at the Community 
for Creative Non-Violence shelter 
and 2nd and D streets. It’s a tough 
life, but his experience with Wash-

ington’s homeless newspaper, Street 
Sense, is making things a little more 
tolerable.

“It’s like a big family,” Cas-
tillo said as he sat in Street Sense’s 
McPherson Square office. “We all 
look up to each other. It’s one of the 
best organizations I’ve volunteered 
with. It’s a family, but it’s a serious 
business as well.”

Street Sense is a monthly news-
paper with a circulation of more 
than 8,000 that the homeless and 
formerly homeless sell to passersby 
on the streets of the city. Vendors 
pay 30 cents for copies of the paper, 
which they then sell for a suggested 
donation of $1.

“It’s a good paper. It’s definitely 

a way to add income when people 
give a dollar or more,” said Mar-
shall White, who other vendors af-
fectionately call “Sergeant.” “It’s 
fairly easy, and it’s positive. As op-
posed to panhandling, you can put 
immediate income in your pocket.”

White worked in the telecom-
munications industry for 18 years, 
but in his last four years of employ-
ment he was laid off five times. 
When his last company downsized, 
he was gone after just a month and a 
half on the job. He also sleeps at the 
CCNV shelter.

White said he was originally 
unsure about becoming a part of the 
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