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Two wins put spotlight on GW
n Colonials upset
No. 9 Michigan State
and No. 12 Maryland
by Jake Sherman and Alan Siegel
Hatchet Staff Writers

Jeff Baum/photo editor

Left: senior T.J. Thompson drives in for two of his 27 points in the Colonials’ 101-92 win over Maryland Sunday. Bottom right: Thompson, ﬂanked
by Omar Williams and Mike Hall, accepts the BB&T Classic championship trophy. Top right: Hall clamps down in GW’s win over Michigan State.

The GW men’s basketball team
had never beaten two ranked opponents in back-to-back games – until
Sunday.
On consecutive days over the
weekend, the Colonials knocked off
No. 9 (ESPN/USA Today coaches’
poll) Michigan State University 96-83
and No. 12 University of Maryland
101-92 to capture the 10th annual
BB&T Classic at the MCI Center.
On Sunday, in front of 13,343
fans, Tournament Most Valuable
Player T.J. Thompson scored 27
points to lift GW past the Terrapins,
the clear crowd favorite. The weekend wins drew national attention
to the resurgence of a GW program
that had suffered three straight losing seasons before finishing 18-12
last year. The feat also puts GW in
contention to crack the Top 25 rankings Monday for the first time since
1998.
Colonials coach Karl Hobbs experienced the first wins over ranked
teams in his four-year tenure at GW.
Citing the team’s ultimate goal of
reaching the NCAA Tournament,
however, Hobbs downplayed the
importance of the victories after each
game.
“The measuring stick of this basketball team will be at the end of
the day,” he said. “By that I mean
(whether we are) in a room somewhere sitting around waiting for our
names to be (selected into the NCAA
Tournament). That’s our goal and
our focus. We took a step closer to
See THOMPSON, p. 13

Graduation rates Aramark reduces hours
show racial gap
by Michael Barnett
Senior News Editor

by Abe Lubetkin
Hatchet Staff Writer

group. “It’s important that a commitment to diversity extends to
graduation, not just admission.”
Black and Hispanic GW stuCarey said GW should look to
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Most Marvin Center dining venues will be closing earlier next semester after Aramark made changes
to its operating schedule for the second time in the last month.
Shops currently staying open
until midnight will be closing their
doors at 10 p.m. or 11 p.m. beginning
in January, according to a spring 2005
schedule provided Friday by the
University. As of Sunday, Aramark,
a private company that operates all
Marvin Center eateries, did not post
the new hours on the GW Dining
Services Web site.
Next semester, Starbucks and
the District Market will close at 11
p.m. Subway, Wendy’s, Tuscan Oven
and Baja Sol will shut their doors at
10 p.m. Other venues, such as Jamba
Juice and the Asian eatery Miso, will
keep their current hours. In November, some of the venues were reportedly staying open until 2 a.m.
University ofﬁcials said they
supported the changes because
students are not consistently frequenting the Marvin Center late at
night. Executive Vice President and
Treasurer Louis Katz said the food
service provider would expand its
hours “if demand is there.”

insideopinions

“They did not do this unilaterally and we supported these adjustments in hours,” Katz said, noting
that Aramark has “every incentive
to expand hours” if student trafﬁc
patterns indicate that venues would
make money if they stayed open
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later.
In addition to adjusting to student demand, Aramark has improved its food selection, offering
more hot meals and Krispy Kreme
See HOURS, p. 12

SILENTNIGHT
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Holiday revelers turn out for the lighting of the National
Christmas Tree on the Ellipse Thursday night.
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