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Getting dirty for a cause
n Students try to enforce
recycling laws the hard way
– digging through trash
by Abe Lubetkin
Hatchet Staff Writer
Graduate student Matthew Tisdale
started last weekend the way he starts
many weekends: hoping the industrialstrength garbage compactor he was standing in did not turn on.
Perhaps because he had done it 25
times before last Friday night, the 2003
Columbian College of Arts and Sciences
graduate was not as worried about being
crushed by the waste processor as he was
perturbed that someone had thrown cardboard into the trash.
“Let’s see what else we can ﬁnd here,”
he said, wading through slime-covered
plastic and rotting fruit.
Tisdale was collecting evidence for the
D.C. chapter of the environmental group
the Sierra Club through a process known
as “dumpster diving.” The job entails
climbing into large trash receptacles – usually dumpsters or trash compactors – and
photographing any recyclable waste sitting in designated garbage containers, or
vice-versa.
The Sierra Club’s goal is to force businesses in Washington to comply with a
1988 District law that requires them to
recycle; the law mandates that businesses
ﬁle plans with speciﬁcs about their recycling programs. To check up on those businesses, the Sierra Club relies heavily on
small corps of dumpster divers.
Last week’s excursion was also an opportunity to train Emily Axford, a sophomore who read about the activity in a Jan.
17 Hatchet article and said “dumpster diving sounded awesome.” She arrived Friday night ready for the elements, wearing
two pairs of long underwear and socks,
gloves “with grip on them for good climbing” and a freshly washed pair of khakis
so that she could “see the fruits of victory
on (her) pants.”
Though the D.C. Department of Public Works has its own enforcement team,
Tisdale said the city’s efforts fall short.
Thomas Henderson, administrator of
the D.C. Solid Waste Management Admin-
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Sophomore Emily Axford and graduate student Matthew Tisdale check to see if
recyclable items are in the dumpsters of four local businesses Friday night.
istration, said that with three employees
assigned by the city to monitor recycling
compliance, enforcement of the law is “not
as effective as we’d like it to be.”
He added that his ofﬁce is open to receiving help from “amateurs.”
After heading north on 21st Street in
search of a major hotel chain, the garbagedigging duo found the loading zone where

the Washington Marriott puts its waste.
“This one says ‘Mixed Paper Only.’
That’s clearly just mixed trash,” Tisdale
said, staring at an array of falsely labeled
dumpsters and commercial garbage cans.
With a smile on his face, he threw
down his bag, grabbed his camera, and
See DUMPSTER, p. 11

Students looking to smoke in their dorm rooms
next year will either need to move outside or kick the
habit.
The University announced Wednesday that it
will prohibit smoking in all residence halls beginning
next semester, citing accidental ﬁre alarms, health
concerns and maintenance issues. A letter sent by the
Residence Hall Association to GW administrators in
December inspired the new policy.
“The RHA thought it would a good idea to beneﬁt students in a direct and tangible way,” said senior
Daniel Miller,
president of the
QuickTakes: Smoking
RHA. “We felt
like it was not
only a facilities
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and affect asthmatic students.
“We want to make the University cleaner and
safer,” he said.
Students are currently able to light up in their residence hall rooms so long as their roommates agree
that smoking can take place in their living space.
RHA Vice President John Ostrower said his
group did a study on the effects of smoking in residence hall rooms and determined that the beneﬁts
of banning indoor smoking would far outweigh the
complaints from students who engage in the activity.
“We spoke to Facilities Management and (the
Community Living and Learning Center) and
found out that it was causing paint to deteriorate in
See SMOKING, p. 11

Waitlist, overcrowding plague Spanish dept.
by Emily Green
Hatchet Staff Writer
GW’s Spanish program is struggling to accommodate students with enough faculty and
classroom space, professors in the department
said.
There are 89 students on a wait list to get
into a Spanish class this spring and 24 classes
have exceeded their caps, said Ellen Echeverría, chair of the Spanish language program.
Spanish 1, 2, 3 and 4 classes are capped at 20
students and Spanish 9 and 10 are capped at 15
students.
“I have been standing on my head trying
to get them in (to classes),” Echeverría said.
“We’ve accommodated quite a few, but I can’t
say we’ve accommodated everyone.”
Enrollment in Spanish classes rose 32 percent, from 965 to 1277, between fall 1999 and
2004, Echeverría added.
“The problem is the more students in the
class, the less individualized attention,” Echeverría said.
William Frawley, dean of the Columbian
College of Arts and Sciences, said the number of courses is not “ﬁxed” each year but is
determined by discussions between his ofﬁce
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and the language departments. His ofﬁce also
handles funding for the department.
“We and the departments are aware of the
issues and are responding as well as we are
able,” Frawley wrote in an e-mail. He added
that the department needs additional professors and classroom space.
“There are some complex issues here, however, that go beyond just adding classes: there
is the need to ﬁnd available, capable instructors and the need to ﬁnd available classroom
space,” Frawley said.
Thirty-six classes began the spring semester without a designated room, said Gregory
Ludlow, chair of the Romance Languages and
Literature department. Some of those classes
now use the Spanish department conference
room. Ludlow said the problem will be alleviated some when construction on Funger Hall,
one of the University’s largest halls, is completed later this year.
Echeverría said the number of Spanish
students has nearly doubled since she took her
position in 1994 and that the program is “constantly looking for new part-timers.”
“It is also very heard to recruit part-time
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Professor Captain-Hidalgo lectures to her overcrowded classroom of Spanish American literature students in Phillips Hall Room 510 Tuesday afternoon.
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