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Students critical
of ban methods

Heeding his call
n Junior has brushes
with death during
second tour in Iraq

by Ryan Holeywell
Metro Editor

by Ryan Holeywell
Metro Editor
After spending nine months
as a Marine in Iraq, junior Todd
Bowers couldn’t stand what he
saw in the news when he returned
home.
“No matter what direction
I looked, there was news about
how things were going downhill
in Iraq,” Bowers said. “I knew
I was never going to get a good
night’s sleep until I returned to
try and patch things up.”
Bowers, 24, who has been in
photo courtesy Todd Bowers
Fallujah since August 2004, made Junior Todd Bowers displays the gun that blocked a bullet from
his ﬁrst tour in Iraq from January
directly hitting him. A hole can be seen in the gun where the
2003 to September 2003. He decided he had to go back for a sec- bullet entered.
ond time because he was haunted
by media reports indicating that Whether he’s rebuilding infra- and believe their situation will
the situation in Iraq was worsen- structure, evacuating Iraqis from improve slowly but surely.
ing.
dangerous areas or taking care of
He said he has many
He is currently assigned to a refugees, Bowers ﬁnds his job re- friends in Iraq and hopes to leave
civil affairs team that seeks to re- warding.
an impression on the citizens of
duce civilian interference during
“We play a large role in show- Fallujah. The city is located in
military oping the Iraqi the Sunni Triangle, where armed
erations. Now
people that resistance has been ﬁercest. In
in a war zone
we are here November, U.S. and Iraqi forces
for a second
not only to besieged the city in a successful
“I really felt that I had done rid them of effort to wrest control of it from
time, Bowers
said he has no
the
insur- the insurgents.
some good and I guess I
regrets.
gency, but
Bowers said one of the most
“My ﬁrst
to help them rewarding experiences in Iraq
returned
to
ﬁnd
that
feeling
tour
was
repair this was working last month’s Iraqi
ﬁlled with evbattle worn elections, which went relatively
again. I did.”
erything from
c o u n t r y, ” smoothly. America’s role in the
fear, happiBowers said. elections was mostly in the backness and most
“To sum it ground, providing security, preTODD BOWERS
importantly,
up, we add paring voting sites and organizGW JUNIOR
a feeling of
a
human ing election workers, Bowers said.
gratiﬁcation,”
face to the Turnout throughout the country
Bowers wrote
uniform, not was overwhelming, he said, addin an e-mail
ing that the polling site he was
just a riﬂe.”
earlier this month. “I really felt
Bowers described Iraqis as stationed at had the highest turnthat I had done some good and I “the most amazing people I have out in Fallujah, a city plagued by
guess I returned to ﬁnd that feel- ever come into contact with.” He violence and upheaval since Husing again. I did.”
said that even though they have sein’s overthrow. He said that beAsk him what a typical day suffered through the rule of Sad- cause of the elections, Iraq is one
in Iraq is like, and you’ll be hard dam Hussein and the hardship
See BOWERS, p. 7
pressed to get a simple answer. of war, they are upbeat, positive
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Members of The Federal City Alumni Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta sorority performs during the
Alpha Phi Alpha Step Show Saturday night in Lisner Auditorium. This year’s event saw a drop in
attendance and number of performing teams. See story, Page 7.
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The Residence Hall Association did not conduct a formal survey of dorm residents before persuading University ofﬁcials to ban
smoking in residence halls next
year, prompting some students to
question the group’s methods.
“They went about it the wrong
way,” said freshman Greg McDonald, a smoker. “They should have
had ﬂoor meetings. There should
have been a student voice.”
RHA President Dan Miller said
his group made a decision not to
formally gauge students’ opinion
about a smoking ban.
“We could have spent the
school year doing surveys, but
what would that have told us?
We’re not a polling ﬁrm,” he said.
But some students said the
RHA made a mistake in not making an extensive effort to ﬁnd out
how students feel about the issue.
Student Association Sen. Hilary Golston (CCAS-U) said the
main question she had for the RHA
was how the group came to the decision that students wanted a ban.
Miller said elected RHA members were encouraged to talk to
dorm residents about the ban, but
Golston said the RHA’s word-ofmouth efforts might not have been
the best way to ascertain opinions.
“It seems like it should work
that way – but sometimes it doesn’t
work like that,” said Golston, who
chairs the Student Life Committee

and is running for SA president.
Golston said the SA has the
infrastructure to conduct blast email surveys of students and that
the RHA could have utilized that
resource.
“A formal survey, I think,
would have been a better idea,”
Golston said.
RHA Vice President John Ostrower said nobody from the SA
ever presented him with the option
of conducting a survey. He said after informal talks with SA senators,
it was agreed that the RHA would
be responsible for handling the issue.
But SA Senator Eli Mazour
(SEAS-U) said the RHA did not
discuss the issue with the Senate,
and Anyah Dembling, the SA’s executive vice president, said she did
not even know the ban was even
being considered until she read
about the decision in The Hatchet.
“They didn’t consult the SA
staff that’s supposed to represent
all the students,” Mazour said. “I
don’t think it’s a completely unreasonable decision, although I
disagree with it, but for me it was a
big surprise.”
Miller said his group decided
not to inform student media outlets that his group was working
with the University to try to ban
smoking in the dorms.
“There was no reason to publicize it,” Miller said. “I think it
would have pulled away from our
See SMOKING, p. 10

Timers aim to
improve safety
by Kaitlyn Jahrling
Hatchet Staff Writer

University
ofﬁcials
hope
changes to pedestrian crossings
will improve safety nearly a year
and a half after a car hit a student
in front of the Marvin Center.
Earlier this month, most campus intersections were equipped
with timers that tell pedestrians
how many seconds they have to
cross the street. They were installed
by the city at the request of GW.
“We’re installing them all over
the city,” said D.C. Department of
Transportation spokesperson Bill
Rice.
The timers came as a result of
a recommendation made last year
by a group comprised of University Police ofﬁcers, students and
city ofﬁcials working to make the
campus safer for pedestrians. The
group also recommended that
crosswalk markings be painted in
front of Gelman Library and University Yard; those changes have
yet to be implemented.
University President Stephen
Joel Trachtenberg asked UPD
Chief Dolores Stafford to convene
a group to discuss H Street safety
in October 2003. The request came
after a student, Jessica Burt, sustained minor injuries after being
hit by a Lexus Sport Utility Vehicle
on H Street in front of the Marvin
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New crosswalk signals like this
one at 23rd and I streets were installed by the city after a campus
study on pedestrian safety.
Center in September 2003. Stafford’s group also looked at general pedestrian safety issues across
campus. Pedestrians are involved
in several car accidents on campus
every year.
A total of 16 timers were installed around campus at the expense of the city, including timers
at the intersection of 21st and H
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