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GW to buy SAE
house, make dorm

COUNTIT

by Michael Barnett
Senior News Editor
GW will buy the former Sigma Alpha
Epsilon fraternity house for around $3 million and convert it into student housing,
officials said Friday.
After years of on-and-off negotiations
with Sigma Alpha Epsilon officials, the
University will close a deal on the threestory building, located at 2028 G St. across
from University Police headquarters. GW
officials have signed a letter of intent to buy
the house and may formally acquire it as
early as this week, Executive Vice President
and Treasurer Louis Katz said.

Katz declined to disclose the terms of
the sale, but an official said on Friday that
GW will purchase the house for $3 million.
The official requested anonymity because
GW forbids its employees from discussing
the cost of acquisitions.
The University hopes to convert the
building – which has about 12 bedrooms
– into student housing by fall 2005, Katz
said. The building, once it is renovated,
could be a residence hall or house a group.
“How we’re going to market it we
haven’t determined because we haven’t
gotten the property yet,” Katz said.
See SAE, p. 13

SA fee will not rise
after Woodard veto
by Brandon Butler
Senior Staff Writer
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Sophomore Carl Elliott celebrates after his last second shot beats Dayton 6259 Saturday in Dayton, Ohio. See story, Page 20.

student fee by $1. The SA student fee is a $1
per credit hour tax on students used to fund
the SA and student organizations. The referStudent Association President Omar endum, a similar version of which failed to
Woodard vetoed legislation Friday that pass last year, would have raised the fee to
would have asked students to raise
$2 per credit hour.
the SA fee and make changes to the
“There’s a call you have
organization’s constitution.
to make and as SA president you
After
creating
a
spehave to decide what is best for
cial
Constitutional
Revision
the students,” Woodard said after
Commission over the summer to
the special Senate meeting Friday
revise the SA’s governing docunight. “I don’t think that a 100
ments, Woodard rejected the compercent student fee increase is best
mittee’s proposed changes, prefor the students. Considering that
Woodard
venting students from voting on
students voted it down last year,
the amended document in the March 2 and what would make them approve it this
3 election.
year?”
Woodard also vetoed a referendum that
See VETOS, p. 6
would have asked students to raise the

Neighbors agree to talks
n Resident groups to
meet with GW for ﬁrst
time in four years
by Katie Rooney
Senior Staff Writer
After refusing to meet with
GW administrators for four years,
two Foggy Bottom community
groups recently agreed to enter
formal development discussions

with the University.
Over the next six months, representatives from the Advisory
Neighborhood Commission, which
makes zoning recommendations
to the city, as well as the Foggy
Bottom Association, GW and the
D.C. Ofﬁce of Planning will attend
regularly scheduled meetings to
review the use of campus space.
The group of representatives will
also discuss the development of
the former GW Hospital site at
22nd and I streets.

Under the stipulations of the
Campus Plan, a 2001 agreement
between the University and the
community, the two sides are supposed to hold quarterly meetings
to discuss any conﬂicts. Michael
Akin, director of GW’s Ofﬁce of
D.C. and Foggy Bottom/West End
Affairs, said that while GW had
already chosen its representatives,
the ANC and FBA refused to elect
their own because “they didn’t
See DISCUSSIONS, p. 6

Summer courses examined
n Task force looks to
boost popularity of
summer programs
by Zach Ahmad
Senior Staff Writer
The University is trying to
make summer courses more attractive to students in order to boost
enrollment and reduce class sizes
during the spring and fall, ofﬁcials
said last week.
A taskforce of 18 administrators and faculty members, ﬁrst

insideopinions

formed in October, has been exploring ways to enhance the University’s summer programs, such
as offering more special programs
and increased ﬁnancial aid opportunities for summer students.
“Our driving purpose is to try
to provide the best possible summer opportunities that we can for
our students,” said Jean Folkerts,
associate vice president for special
academic initiatives, who chairs
the group. “Every once in a while
with any program you need to take
a look at it and try to understand if
you’re doing the best job possible,
so this is sort of a study group to
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FIGHTINGAIDS

see if we’re doing the best job we
can.”
Folkerts said the task force is
talking to students, faculty and advisors to gauge the effectiveness of
GW’s summer program and assess
potential areas of improvement.
The committee is also evaluating
the summer programs offered at 12
other schools similar to GW. Executive Vice President for Academic
Affairs Donald Lehman was not
available for comment last week.
“We’re evaluating what the
needs of students are, what the
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Junior Christine Hamann and sophomore Deirdre Demers
hold a banner as they walk toward the U.S. Capitol in the
Student March against AIDS on Saturday afternoon. The
march protested the world AIDS epidemic and world debt.
See story at www.GWHATCHET.com.

Heavy snow warning in effect
Get the latest news at www.GWHATCHET.com.
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