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Lone EVP 
hopeful in
jeopardy

by Brandon Butler
Senior Staff Writer

 Executive vice presidential 
candidate Morgan Corr will be dis-
qualified from this week’s Student 
Association election if three new 
violations against him are upheld.
 In an unexpected development, 
former Sen. Asher Corson and Sen. 
Tim Saccoccia (CCAS-U) have an-
nounced write-in campaigns for 
the position, the former making 
his candidacy public after Corr’s 
alleged infractions. Corson is run-
ning on the “Clean Slate” ticket 
– of which he is the only member 
– and Saccoccia is on the Students 
First team.
 Corr, a member of presidential 
candidate Ben Traverse’s “Coali-
tion for Reform” slate, is three 
violations away from being booted 
from the election. Corr had four 
violations as of Wednesday night; 
he was acquitted of a fifth infrac-
tion. Thursday is the second and 
last day of voting.
 Sen. Ryan Kilpatrick (ESIA-U), 
who has ties to Students First but 
is not running for re-election, sub-
mitted one of the new violations to 
the Joint Elections Committee, al-
leging that Corr abused his power 
as vice chair of the Senate Rules 
Committee by calling for a special 
Senate meeting last week to revise 
JEC rules.
 “In petitioning for last Friday’s 

n Alleged campaign 
violations may result in 
Morgan Corr’s removal

Hobbs’ contract extended

Jeff Baum/photo editor
In the midst of the Colonials’ best season in years, GW ex-
tended men’s basketball coach Karl Hobbs’ contract until 

CLLC bans six 
from hallsby Brian Costa and 

Jake Sherman
Hatchet Staff Writers

 Men’s basketball head coach 
Karl Hobbs may or may not lead the 
Colonials to the NCAA Tournament 
next month, but GW officials didn’t 
wait that long to make a decision 
about his future. The University ex-
tended the fourth-year head coach’s 
contract through 2011. Terms of the 
three-year extension were not dis-
closed.
 The timing of the deal – with 
GW on the cusp of possibly making 
the tournament for the first time in 
Hobbs’ tenure – echoes the coach’s 
first contract extension in 2003, 
which signed him through 2008. 
Both came before athletic depart-
ment officials believed the team was 
about to make significant strides on 
the court, strides that Hobbs attrib-
uted to the University’s focus on a 
combination of basketball, off-court 
leadership and academics. 
 “Obviously it’s not based just 

by Larry Adler
Hatchet Reporter

 In an unusual move, GW has 
instructed all community hosts, 
who man dorm entrances, to im-
mediately notify University Po-
lice if any of six students try to 
enter residence halls.
 Community hosts were given 
a sheet of paper with the names 
and photos of the six individuals 
on Feb. 18. The Hatchet is with-
holding the names of four of the 
students, who could not be con-
tacted as of Wednesday night.
 A Community Living and 
Learning Center student em-
ployee said it was her under-
standing that all six had been ex-
pelled from GW, but University 
officials declined to comment on 
their status. UPD Chief Dolores 
Stafford declined to comment 
for this story.
 In an e-mail obtained by The 
Hatchet, Michael Lutz, director 

of residence life and education 
for CLLC, gave the instructions 
to the community hosts. Lutz de-
clined to comment for this story.
 In the e-mail, Lutz said the 
six individuals are “prohibited 
from being in any residence hall 
that GW owns operates or offi-
cially houses students in.”
 The letter continues, “If one 
of these persons attempts to 
enter the building, please deny 
them entry and contact UPD im-
mediately (even if they leave).”
 James Kohl, director of resi-
dential life and education, said 
there is a long list of individuals 
who have been banned from GW 
housing. That list is included in 
binders that all community hosts 
have while on duty. But Kohl 
declined to say why these par-
ticular six students have been 
singled out and pictured promi-
nently on a sheet of paper. 
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Fire scorches FB senior center

Jeff Baum/photo editor
Above: A firefighter from Rescue 1 administers oxygen to an elderly woman on the fourth 
floor of St. Mary’s Court while waiting for a ladder. Left: Firefighters from Truck 9 and 
Engine 13 help an elderly woman down a ladder from the fifth floor of St. Mary’s Court. 

by Michael Barnett
Senior News Editor

 Two elderly people were taken to GW Hos-
pital and scores more were treated for smoke 
inhalation and other injuries after a large fire 
engulfed a floor of St. Mary’s Court Tuesday. 
 At 11:15 a.m. Tuesday, a man living on the 
senior center’s fifth floor dropped a cigarette 
and his clothes ignited. The fire spread to other 
parts of the floor, producing large flames that 
momentarily trapped several residents in their 
rooms.
 The fire and subsequent smoke and water 
damage displaced the fifth floor’s 15 residents. 
As of Wednesday night, seven residents were 
being housed in City Hall. The rest went to an-
other senior citizens’ home or the residences of 
family members. 
 “We’ve always considered St. Mary’s Court 
residents seniors of GW and part of the GW 
community,” University President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg said in a press statement. “We 

are pleased to provide support in their time of 
need.  I’m proud of GW’s response and display 
of community service.”
 Margaret Pully, the center’s associate di-
rector, said it would be a minimum of a week 
before fifth floor residents could return to their 
homes. 
 “The air is pretty bad up there,” she said.
 The center’s insurance will cover repairs. 
St. Mary’s overseers may consider banning 
smoking in the building in an attempt to avert 
further fires. 
 “The issue will be the smoking,” said Joe 
Howell, a member of the center’s board of di-
rectors who teaches an urban housing class at 
GW. “That will be a big issue ... That has been a 
concern of the board for some years.” 
 On Tuesday, at least 20 D.C. fire trucks 
and ambulances responded to the blaze and 
commenced the evacuation of the building’s 
residents, many of whom were half-dressed 
and needed assistance getting down the stairs. 
University Police officers, other GW officials 

and Red Cross disaster relief members also re-
sponded to the building, located at 725 24th St., 
across from New Hall.
 A 72-year-old man, believed to be the per-
son who accidentally started the fire, was taken 
to the hospital for minor burns on his hands, 
fire department spokesman Alan Etter said. 
A 67-year-old woman was hospitalized for a 
twisted knee. 
 “I was scared to death,” said Adriana Mari-
an, who lives in room 506, a couple doors down 
from where the fire broke out.  “I heard a man 
screaming ‘Help me! Help me!’ so I opened my 
door and black smoke poured into my room.”  
 An additional 60 people, including a fire-
fighter, were treated on scene for smoke inha-
lation and other minor injuries, Etter said. The 
nine-story building has 140 units, almost all of 
them singles.
 Most of the building was reopened to resi-
dents around 2 p.m. Tuesday. University
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