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Potbelly fi led suit in federal court last month alleging that Coggins’ copied its layout and ambience. 
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Potbelly sues Coggins’

Finding calm amid chaos
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Sophomore guard J.R. Pinnock kisses his 19-month-old son Trey af-
ter the Colonials upset Maryland last December at the MCI Center.

by Ryan Holeywell
Metro Editor

 The sandwich wars have officially 
begun.
 In a complaint filed in federal court, 
Potbelly Sandwich Works said an integral 
part of its success is “the unique look 
and feel” of its shops. But lawyers for the 
sandwich shop said a new restaurant has 
rendered the Potbelly chain not so unique 
after all: Coggins’, located in the Ivory 
Tower.
 After noticing a series of alleged simi-
larities between it and Coggins’ Sandwich 
Manufactory, Illinois-based Potbelly filed 
suit in U.S. District Court last month to 
make the GW-housed sandwich shop 
change its ways. The chain is also filing 
suit for monetary relief and says it wants 
to prevent any further infringement.
 How similar are the two? According to 
Potbelly, Coggins’ imitation is so profound 

that customers may actually believe that 
Coggins’ is in fact a Potbelly store.
 Some students said they definitely 
noticed several commonalties between the 
restaurants. Others had never heard of 
Potbelly, which has more than a dozen 
stores in downtown D.C.
 “The way the stores are laid out is 
pretty similar, and the menus look real-
ly similar,” freshman Kris Moore said. 
“I’d been to Potbelly first, and that was 
the first thing I thought (upon entering 
Coggins’).”
 In its complaint, Potbelly says that 
Coggins’ trade dress infringement was a 
“willful, deliberate and intentional” effort 
to help capture consumers without invest-
ing time and money needed to help create 
its own reputation.
 It went on to say that Coggins’ actions 
have damaged Potbelly and continue to 
do so through causing “immediate and 
irreparable injury.” Lawyers for Potbelly 

did not return calls for this article. 
 Ron Boatwright, Coggins’ vice pres-
ident of operations, also could not be 
reached for comment. But in the past, 
company leaders have said that Coggins’ 
prides itself on being different from other 
sandwich shops.
 “We’re trying to do something a cut 
above, different and unique in a way 
that will set us apart from the compe-
tition,” Ross Farro, the president and 
CEO of Coggins’ parent company, Farro 
Enterprises, told the Washington Business 
Journal in November. 
 Coggins’ attorneys are now requesting 
permission from the court to photograph 
and videotape Potbelly stores to prove 
that the any of the chain’s claimed trade 
dress infringements are just a collection of 
standard items.
 “The only possible similarities between 

by Alan Siegel
Sports Editor

For a few moments at a time, 
his life is still.

Feet set, knees bent, 
orange globe in tow, he rais-
es his non-shooting arm up 

vertically, uncurls his fist and folds 
his ring finger under his thumb. 
 The trinity of digits points sky-
ward, perhaps south, toward his 
family, or maybe toward Alaska, 
the most exotic place the army kid 
lived growing up. He tells us: the 
pinky pays tribute to his son, Trey. 
The middle finger salutes his father, 
Danilo. The index finger represents 
himself.
 It ends one second later, when 
his infielder’s mitt-sized palms 
grip the basketball and he releases 
the free throw. As the ball slices 
through the net, the crowd purrs 
like a Mustang. The ruckus pushes 
J.R. Pinnock’s play button, and he’s 
back, frantically trapping a smaller 
opposing player in the backcourt, 

diving face first for a steal, rising like 
a heat-seeking missile for a vicious 
baseline dunk.
 The regular season win is soon 
a reality, and the game ends after 
9 p.m. The Smith Center is empty 
and motionless, but the sophomore 
guard is stuck swirling on fast-for-
ward. He is still a young man, the 
father of a toddler, the son of a 
retired soldier and the molten core 
of the GW men’s basketball team. 
The game – especially the way Karl 
Hobbs lets the Colonials play it – is 
speedball. But in reality, any version 
of the game slows life down for 
Pinnock, the Atlantic 10’s Sixth Man 
of the Year.
 After games, he often comes 
back to the old cage on 22nd and G 
at two, maybe three o’clock in the 
morning for extra work. Repetition 
is a big part of shooting, he says. 
Tempo, rhythm, cadence – things his 
father taught him at a young age.
 “Basketball has always been my 
escape ever since I can remember,” 
Pinnock says. “When I was mad, 
I played basketball. When I was 

upset about something, I played 
basketball. I didn’t go to my high 
school prom, I was in the local gym. 
Basketball was never something that 
stressed me out. It was always some-
thing I looked forward to doing.” 

•
 On a warm Monday in early 
March, Pinnock leans his six-foot-
five-inch frame back on a white con-
crete ledge near the entrance of the 
Smith Center. His denim and mesh 
Atlanta Braves hat is slightly askew, 
and a black headband wraps around 
the top of his forehead with the let-
ters “R.I.P.L.G.” monogrammed in 
white thread, in honor of his aunt, 
Lisa Griffin, who died last month.
 When he smiles, it’s hard to miss 
the bling. The set of gold teeth gleam 
as Pinnock speaks. He is one of 
the most explosive members of the 
Colonials, but his approach is cere-
bral. He admired Jordan and Magic 
growing up, but also had love for 
less heralded guys: John Starks for 
his intensity, John Stockton for his 

See PINNOCK, p. 8

by Brandon Butler
Senior Staff Writer

 Student Association presidential candidate Ben 
Traverse is not out of the woods yet.
 While the Joint Elections Committee acquitted the 
junior Wednesday night of two violations that would 
have resulted in his dismissal from the March 23 and 
24 run-off election, the organization will discuss an ad-
ditional two complaints this week that may still result 
in his disqualifi cation. 
 As of Wednesday night, Traverse will remain in a 
run-off with junior Audai Shakour that was originally 
scheduled for this week. The Student Court postponed 
the run-off for the Wednes-
day and Thursday after 
spring break to ensure the 
elections would be held 
when all students are on 
campus.
 The JEC found Tra-
verse guilty of only one of 
three violations Wednes-
day. With that violation, 
which was for distribut-
ing palm cards in the Law 
School, he is two away 
from being booted from 
the election. The JEC will discuss on Thursday and Fri-
day whether there are grounds for the two additional 
complaints lodged against him.
 “Obviously I am relieved that I was acquitted of 
these violations, but I am disappointed that even one 
went through,” Traverse said.  “I was confi dent from 
the beginning that these would not go through because 
the allegations are borderline idiotic.”  
 Executive Vice President-elect Morgan Corr was 
also acquitted of two infractions Wednesday night that 
would have removed him from his post and led to a 
run-off between write-in candidates Tim Saccocia and 
Asher Corson.
 This week, the JEC will also discuss a complaint 
that Traverse’s opponent, junior Audai Shakour, al-
legedly distributed palm cards outside a basketball 

See ELECTION, p. 7
See LAWSUIT, p. 6

n Student court postpones 
presidential run-off election 
until after spring break

Ben Traverse


