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Student still critical
Jeff Baum/photo editor

Firefighters and police officers operate outside Thurston Hall early Tuesday morning during a fire 
that critically injured a freshman in Room 913.

by Michael Barnett 
and Ryan Holeywell

News Editors

 A male student is still in criti-
cal condition after a fire early 
Tuesday morning gutted his 
ninth floor Thurston Hall room 
and kept residents from entering 
the building for several hours.
 Kevin McLaughlin, a 19-year-
old freshman from Farmington, 
Conn., was transported to GW 
Hospital at about 5 a.m. Tuesday 
in “very bad” condition with se-
vere burns to the face, arms and 
hands, fire officials said.
 Doctors there were able 
to stabilize him and re-estab-
lish his breathing. He was later 
transferred via ambulance to the 
Washington Hospital Center, a 
facility located at 110 Irving St. 
NW that has a more “compre-
hensive” burn unit, fire depart-
ment spokesman Alan Etter said.
 McLaughlin was listed in crit-

ical condition, a hospital spokes-
person said early Wednesday 
evening. Patients in critical care 
may have unstable vital signs not 
within normal limits and could 
be unconscious. 
 Etter said the blaze started 
after McLaughlin’s sheets caught 
on fire from contact with a porta-

ble electric grill. He said damage 
was contained to the room and is 
estimated at $10,000. The Univer-
sity forbids residents from hav-
ing grills and some other electric 
appliances.
 Etter, who did not know 

Jeff Baum/photo editor
The early Tuesday morning sunrise shines on Thurston Hall Room 
913, which was severely damaged in the fire.

Erin Shea/assistant photo editor
A student displaced from Thurston Hall after an early morning fire 
sleeps in the Marvin Center early Tuesday morning.

n Freshman suffers 
severe burns in 
Thurston Hall blaze

Not a false alarm

by Ryan Holeywell
Metro Editor

 Thurston Hall residents liv-
ing on the same floor as a stu-
dent severely burned in a fire 
Tuesday said their exit from the 
building was delayed because of 
crowded stairwells.
 Many ninth floor residents 
also admitted they did not leave 
the building quickly because 
they thought the fire alarm was 
just another of the dorm’s noto-

rious false alarms. The fire was 
contained to Room 913, but parts 
of the ninth floor hallways were 
filled with thick black smoke 
(see “Student still critical” p. 1). 
 The freshman dorm is GW’s 
largest, with a capacity of 1,049, 
and it has two stairwells.
 “When I walked down, it got 
really crowded around the sixth 
floor and the fireman made us 
stand in a straight line,” said 
Kimberly Steimer, a ninth floor 
resident. “It was really intimi-
dating.”
 Steimer said she thought the 
alarm was false and went to go 
brush her teeth but ultimately 
decided to leave the room be-
cause a roommate left. Other 

students thought the alarm was 
false as well.
 “I thought it was a drill and 
went back to bed,” ninth floor 
resident Kate Smith said. “But 
then my roommate came in 
screaming that it was real and to 
get out of bed.”
 In November, Alan Etter, a 
fire department spokesman, said 
safety is at risk when students 
experience a high number of 
false alarms and begin to assume 
that any fire alarm is a false one.
 “There is a danger of build-
ing in a sense of complacency 
when they hear these fire alarms 
going off all the time and there is 

Students 
honor 
friends

Robbers 
strike 
campus

by Marissa Levy
Hatchet Staff Writer

 Two GW students who 
passed away last year will be re-
membered on campus thanks to 
efforts to organize memorials in 
their honor.
  Friends of Jennifer Dierdorff 
and Hasan Hussein, who both 
took their own lives last spring 
semester, are working on proj-
ects to commemorate the two 
students. Dierdorff’s memorial 
fund plans to name a bench in 
her memory, while the Muslim 
Student Association will hold a 
writing conference next month 
to celebrate Hussein’s passion 
for poetry.
 Although a plaque on the 
Marvin Center’s ground floor 
hangs in memory of students 
who pass away while attending 
GW, friends of those who have 
died said more can be done to 
honor their peers. Seven GW stu-
dents have died in accidents or 
suicides since December 2003.
 “I thought Jenny deserved 
more,” said junior Steve Sim-
burg, Dierdorff’s ex-boyfriend
 Simburg founded the memo-
rial fund in memory of Dierdorff 
in December and created a reg-
istered student organization to 
memorialize her. 
 He said the group is current-
ly trying to raise enough funds 
to dedicate a bench that they 
hope to place to across the street 
from The Hatchet, but an alter-
nate site in the Academic Center 
may have to be utilized. Dier-
dorff was a Hatchet production 
manager, group director of the 
Emerging Leaders Program and 
member of the Alpha Phi soror-
ity. 
 “I really want this project 
to focus on the positive things 
she brought to the community,” 

by Nathan Brill
Hatchet Staff Writer

 Two male students were robbed 
on campus – one of them less than 
a block away from University Police 
headquarters – minutes apart on 
Tuesday.
 Two suspected robbers, who 
were later apprehended, allegedly 
showed a small gun to a student 
at about 2:15 a.m. near 21st and G 
streets. UPD is headquartered at 
Woodhull House on the corner of 
21st and G streets.
 The victim said the suspects then 
ordered him on to the ground, where 
they subsequently stole his wallet 
and cell phone.
 The assailants then allegedly 
grabbed another victim near 20th 
and E streets shortly before 3 a.m. 
and punched him in the face. The 
victim told University Police he was 
then thrown to the ground, where 
his wallet was stolen as well.
 In both cases, the assailants fled 
in a dark colored four-door sedan. 
UPD contacted Metropolitan Po-
lice and officers canvassed the area. 
MPD stopped a car matching the 
description, but first victim did not 
recognize the passengers.
 MPD made a second traffic stop 
at 15th and I streets, where the first 
victim positively identified one of the 
passengers, who was subsequently 
arrested. Another passenger who the 
victim did not recognize was also ar-
rested.
 UPD is treating the robberies as 
isolated, random incidents and is not 
planning to change its patrol pro-
cedures as a result of the robberies, 
UPD Chief Dolores Stafford said.
 “Targeting this area concerns us 
– we see eight to 10 of these a year,” 
Stafford said. “It’s something that 
happens all over the city where peo-
ple drive around the city looking for 
victims.”
 Stafford said MPD’s help in find-
ing the suspects was critical.
 “We were very lucky we had 
MPD out in full force and good police 
work in all areas,” Stafford said. n
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deceased students

n MPD arrests 
assailants following two 
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real one Tuesday


