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City, GW evaluate club violence
Univ. may make Bhangra changes
by Caitlin Carroll
Campus News Editor
University officials are evaluating a stabbing that occurred outside a student organization-sponsored party March 27 to determine
if any changes will be made to the
event next year.
Twenty-year-old Ranjit Singh
died and two others were injured
near the Old Post Office Pavilion
at 11th Street and Pennsylvania
Avenue about one hour after the
Bhangra Blowout after-party. The
South Asian Society-sponsored
Bhangra Blowout, an annual dance
competition at D.A.R. Constitution
Hall, drew thousands from across

the country.
“We’ve been reflecting on the
weekend and gathering facts,” said
Helen Cannaday, assistant vice
president of Student and Academic
Support Services.
Cannaday said she met individually with officials from the South
Asian Society, Student Activities
Center and the Bhangra Blowout
planning team last week. GW’s
media relations and general counsel offices have also been involved
in these discussions, which have
focused on “fact finding.”
University officials have given
the future of Bhangra Blowout “a
See BHANGRA, p. 6

QuickTakes:
Nightclub violence
Old Post Pavilion
One man died and
two were injured in a
March 23 stabbing
outside the club,
which was hosting a
GW party.
Club U Three killings,
two non-fatal stabbings and two attacks
on police ofﬁcers have
occurred at the club
since March 2003.
source: The Washington Post

MPD seeks club shutdowns
by Kevan Duve
Hatchet Staff Writer
Metropolitan Police ofﬁcials
are stepping up their efforts to shut
down some nightclubs following a
recent spate of violent incidents in
and around local hangouts.
Last week’s fatal stabbing near
the GW Bhangra Blowout afterparty in the Old Post Ofﬁce Pavilion on Pennsylvania Avenue (see
Univ., p. 1) was only the latest in
a series of violent eruptions which
have frustrated MPD ofﬁcers and
the city government alike.
Three homicides and several
other violent incidents that occurred at Club U at 2000 14th St.

prompted Police Chief Charles
Ramsey to temporarily shut down
the club for one night after a stabbing. He is asking the city’s Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration to revoke the club’s
liquor license. Club U is located in
the Reeves Center, a D.C. government building where more than
1,000 District employees work.
Ramsey has also asked the
ABRA to review the liquor license
of Dream, a popular nightclub in
northeast D.C. where more than
a dozen non-fatal stabbings and
ﬁghts have erupted since last December.
See VIOLENCE, p. 6

Hall ﬁre prompts
safety concerns

SUNDAYMOURNING

by Gabriel Okolski
Campus News Editor

Sam Sherraden/assistant photo editor

Followers of the late Pope John Paul II mourn inside the Basilica of the National Shrine of
the Immaculate Conception at Catholic University on Sunday afternoon.

When Secret Service ofﬁcers
spotted a ﬁre in freshman Kevin
McLaughlin’s ninth ﬂoor room in
Thurston Hall two weeks ago, the
blaze was not being stopped by
the building’s hallway sprinkler
system. Now, some are questioning whether in-room ﬁre suppression systems could have prevented the severe burns that have left
McLaughlin in critical condition
since the March 22 incident.
“If there had been a sprinkler
system in Kevin’s room, I think he
would be in a lot better condition
than he is in now,” said Timothy
McLaughlin, Kevin McLaughlin’s
father, in an interview Friday night.
“Kevin is still ﬁghting for his life in
an intensive care unit.”
D.C. ﬁre ofﬁcials said the blaze
was caused by a portable electric
grill that made contact with Kevin
McLaughlin’s sheets. Metropolitan
Police ofﬁcials took up the investigation, but did not return phone
calls for this story.

While sprinklers in the building’s hallways prevented the
ﬂames from spreading outside
the freshman’s room, 913, they
did nothing to protect the student
while he was in his room.
Timothy McLaughlin said his
son is still breathing with the assistance of a respirator and is unable to eat conventional food. He
added that the University should
seriously reconsider its sprinkler
system and ﬁre safety plans.
“The University is charging
top dollar for room and board,
and in my opinion, those facilities
are substandard,” said Timothy
McLaughlin, who said he was not
considering a lawsuit against GW.
He added that he had a “productive” 90-minute phone conversation with University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, who said
administrators would look into its
ﬁre safety program.
Eric Hougen, a project manager in the Ofﬁce of Business and
Operations, said the University is
See FIRE, p. 11

Learning in Southeast

n Students at innercity school overcome
social challenges
by Abe Lubetkin
Hatchet Staff Writer

Bruce Johnson, a high school
sophomore at the Thurgood Marshall Academy in Southeast D.C.,
put the ﬁnishing touches last week
on an identity box project assigned
by his English teacher.
“I want to make a difference
in society after I make money,”
Johnson said as he put a pen symbolizing his love for writing in his
shoebox-sized construction.
Another sophomore girl just

insidenews

one day shy of her 16th birthday
also expounded on her passion for
words, placing a poem on the project designed to help the students
examine their values after reading
Elie Wiesel’s “Night,” a memoir of
the Romanian-born Jew’s Holocaust experience.
Next to the poem, she included
a baby-blue paciﬁer.
“It’s for my god-daughter, my
friend’s daughter,” she said. “She’s
ﬁve months old.” The sophomore
added that her friend, the child’s
mother, is 14.
Most students at Thurgood
Marshall live in the notoriously
rough Anacostia neighborhood,
which is a roughly 20-minute
drive from Foggy Bottom. Johnson
is among the few who commute
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from other parts of D.C. to attend
the school, which was founded by
two students and a professor at
Georgetown University’s School of
Law two years ago.
A typical day for Johnson and
his 221 fellow students involves
constant lessons about making
one’s way in the world, and constant reminders of the poverty
and difﬁcult social conditions that
plague parts of the country.
The academy holds a strong
focus on the study of law, and in
Johnson’s second period law class,
he learns, among other things,
about the school’s namesake and
former Supreme Court justice.
Despite a rambunctious class
See SCHOOL, p. 13
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Thurgood Marshall student Bruce Johnson looks toward a classmate during a chemistry class on valence electrons. Johnson’s
school was founded by a Georgetown Law School professor.
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Students make a difference
Interns plan Special
Olympics beneﬁt at GW
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