
by Gabriel Okolski
Campus News Editor

The University agreed on a 
$1.8 million settlement with the 
Justice Department to reimburse 
funds embezzled by former pro-
fessor Nabih Bedewi. 

The move came after Bedewi 
pled guilty last week to illegally 
diverting nearly a million dollars 
in federal funds into a private com-
pany he co-owned. Until June 2004, 
Bedewi was the director of the Na-

tional Crash Analysis Center at 
GW’s campus in Ashburn, Va. 

Tracy Schario, director of me-
dia relations, said the payment 
agreement does not mean that GW 
is accepting guilt for Bedewi’s ac-
tions.

“The government said they are 
missing $1.8 million through mis-
management of funds so we are 
going to make them whole,” she 
said.

Schario added that once the 
former professor is actually sen-
tenced, the University and the 
federal government will work out 
how much restitution GW will 
receive from Bedewi, who faces a 
maximum of 10 years in prison. He 
will be sentenced in late June.

“Hopefully we’ll get all of the 
money he owes,” she said.

According to a press release 
from the Department of Justice, 
GW will pay the government 
$659,000 up front and will credit 
just more than $1.1 million to the 
Federal Highway Administration, 
which was a partner in the research 
center run by Bedewi.

Bedewi, whose sentencing is 
scheduled for June 29, resigned 
from his position in June after al-
legations of financial mismanage-
ment of the crash center, which 
is funded mostly by the Depart-
ment of Transportation. He was 
arrested in October and will likely 
serve between 37 and 46 months in         
prison. n

by Sam Salkin
Hatchet Staff Writer

A University taskforce is be-
ginning to evaluate the feasibility 
of changing GW’s credit structure 
to a four by four system—four 
classes for four credits. 

A typical student’s schedule 
now consists of five classes for 
three credits each. Donald Lehm-
an, executive vice president of 
Academic Affairs, announced the 
creation of the taskforce at the last 
Faculty Senate meeting, on April 
8. Lehman could not be reached 
for comment this week. 

“At this point, we have only 
individual notions, no data-
driven conclusions,” Craig Line-
baugh, associate vice president 
for academic planning and spe-
cial projects, wrote in an e-mail. 
Linebaugh declined to elaborate 
because the issue is in the early 
stages of consideration.

Faculty Senate President Ar-
thur Wilmarth said he anticipates 

the taskforce to file a report in 
late summer or early fall.

“I had the notion they are 
more than exploring,” Wlimarth 
said.  

This is not the first time Uni-
versity has looked into altering 
the credit structure to a four by 
four system. In fall 2003, admin-
istrators flirted with 
the idea of creating a 
mandatory summer 
session for rising 
juniors as well as 
changing to a four 
by four credit sys-
tem for the fall and 
spring semesters to 
utilize campus re-
sources year-round. 
Faculty dissent led 
administrators to 
shelve the idea. The 
University also cre-
ated a taskforce last 
fall to evaluate how 
to make GW’s summer programs 
more attractive to students.

A summer session is not on 
the table this time around, Wilm-
arth said.  

“It is too early to tell how 
faculty will receive it,” Wilmarth 
said. “It will take careful review. 

There are plenty of potential con-
cerns of the faculty over trickage 
concerning courses.”

A four by four system would 
help the University concentrate 
resources and save money, offi-
cials have said in the past. Propo-
nents of the change say that fewer 
classes for more credits would al-

low students 
to explore is-
sues more in-
depth.

R o b e r t 
Dunn, a mem-
ber of the task 
force and an 
e c o n o m i c s 
p r o f e s s o r , 
declined to 
comment on 
the matter to 
avoid “pre-
judging” the 
issue.

S o m e 
students said they are opposed 
to changing the course structure 
to a four by four system because 
they would not be able to take as 
many classes.

“I like having the opportunity 
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Fraud leads to settlement 
n University to pay gov-
ernment $1.8 million for 
professor fraud

Howie Day will be perform-
ing at the Mount Vernon Campus’ 
Fountain Day on April 30. Pro-
gram Board, the Mount 
Vernon Programming 
Council and Class 
Council sponsor the 
annual event. 

Program Board of-
ficials have been keep-
ing the identity of the 
performer secret, but 
Day’s management 
confirmed Tuesday af-
ternoon that he would 
be playing at GW despite a show 
here not being listed on his Web 
site. Program Board leaders would 
not confirm Day’s scheduled ap-
pearance. 

Day’s manager, Shawn Rad-

ley, said the performer will play a 
60- to 75-minute set for the event, 
which starts at 4:30 p.m. Radley 

added Program Board 
was planning on releas-
ing the name of the art-
ist on Thursday.

He released his 
second album, “Stop 
All the World Now,” 
in 2003 and has since 
toured with Guster and 
Ben Folds. This summer, 
Day will hit the road, 
opening for the Dave 

Matthews Band.  Day has built a 
following for his solo acoustic per-
formances that feature him using 
devices that create the effect of a 
band playing behind him.

–Sam Salkin

Day to perform at The Vern 

A not-so-secret 
online diary

by Zach Ahmad
Senior Staff Writer

Every teenage girl’s nightmare 
is having someone else read her 
diary. But a new generation of col-
lege students is asking people to 
do just that.

After making its mark on the 
political scene, the blog – slang for 
“Web log,” or online journal – is 
catching on at college campuses. 
Through free hosting sites such as 
LiveJournal.com, Xanga.com and 
Google’s Blogger.com, a growing 
number of students are using the 
Internet to make random observa-
tions, comment on political issues 

or just release their frustrations.
“It’s a way to vent or express 

extreme joy over little things that 
nobody else would understand,” 
said freshman Raquel Maya, who 
keeps a running diary on Live-
Journal. “Usually my friends are 
pretty entertained by what I have 
to say, and sometimes I’ll maybe 
post something more substantial 
that someone else might be able to 
connect to.”

“I think it’s a little more con-
venient than a paper journal,” 
sophomore Monica Lee said. “You 
can update it from anywhere, and 
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“It’s just another way 
for the school to make 

money at the
 detriment of 
students.”

ANDREW EDWARD 
SILVIA

FRESHMAN


