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Singer-songwriter Howie Day performs at Fountain Day inside 
the Lloyd Gym at Mount Vernon Saturday. See story, page 9.

RAINYDAY

Club palm cards 
prompt action

by Jake Sherman
Contributing Editor

 The University is demanding 
that promoters stop using copy-
righted images of its men’s basket-
ball players and trademarked logos 
to advertise parties.
 Pictures of senior T.J. Thomp-
son and junior Pops Mensah-Bonsu 
were used on palm cards promoting 
a Thursday night party at Daeda-
lus nightclub, for which the play-
ers were listed as hosts. The party’s 
promoters said they had the players’ 
permission to use the pictures for the 
palm card, which if true could put 
Mensah-Bonsu’s remaining year of 
collegiate eligibility in jeopardy.

NCAA rules state that student-
athletes lose their eligibility if they 
permit the use of their names or pic-

tures “to advertise, recommend or 
promote directly the sale or use of 
a commercial product or service of 
any kind.” The rules also state that 
if the student-athlete is not aware of 
the use of their likeness, they or the 
University is required to take steps 
to stop such an activity.

Reached by phone Sunday, Men-
sah-Bonsu said he was not aware 
that his photograph was being used 
to promote the party, at which he 
and Thompson were seen.
 “I wasn’t really involved (in pro-
moting the party),” he said. “I didn’t 
know about (the photograph being 
used on the palm cards) but I didn’t 
think it’s a big deal.”
 He also denied an ESPN.com 
report that he had signed with an 

See PARTY, p. 5

Neighbors warm 
up to University

by Katie Rooney
Senior Staff Writer

 After years of facing expansion 
into their community and dealing 
with administrators they said were 

unresponsive, 
residents of 
Foggy Bottom 
and the West 

End grew to distrust GW. A point 
came when residents began to reject 
nearly every University initiative, 
simply because of the source.
 But since January the 
local Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission, a community group 
that makes zoning recommenda-
tions, has passed two University 
proposals – one allowing a minor 
alteration in the building plans of 
the new dorm being constructed 
at 2025 F Street and another unani-
mously approving the rezoning of 
Quigley’s on the corner of 21st and 

G Streets – without dispute. 
 “A vote like that would have 
been unheard of in years past,” said 
Michael Akin, GW’s director of the 
Office of Foggy Bottom/West End 
Affairs. “We’re seeing that the level 
of trust has been built back.”
 Akin said that he has been notic-
ing a shifting dynamic in Foggy 
Bottom for the past few years and 
that this year, both the community 
and the University are “really start-
ing to see these changes.”

The new ANC
 A change in the makeup of the 
ANC after the November 2004 elec-
tion has greatly contributed to the 
shift. Newcomers Anne Savage, 
Vince Micone and James Morris 
replaced longtime members Maria 
Tyler and James Lewis, as well as 
GW senior Graham Long last fall. 

See THAW, p. 6
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by Brandon Butler
Senior Staff Writer

ontrary to popular belief, GW does 
not have a secret society.

Rather, it has an administration-
sponsored society — the Order of 
the Hippo — that does not make 
great efforts to keep its meetings 
and rituals a secret.

The society’s open secrecy only fed the 
curiosity and contempt of a handful of 
students who staked out an Order of 
the Hippo meeting Friday night at 
the School of Media and Public 
Affairs building. They criticized 
University officials — who are 
whimsically non-committal 
even about the group’s exis-
tence — for playing favorites 
with the select group of stu-
dents chosen as members.

“I don’t really think that 
students realize that the thou-
sands of the dollars they give 
to this university are going to 
sponsor events of an elite class of 
students,” former Student Association 
presidential candidate Ben Traverse said.

The networking organization counts scores of 
alumni, students and staff among its members. 
Most of the current and former students affiliated 
with the Order of the Hippo have ties to the SA.

The society only shows its face occasionally 
on campus, mostly to engage in philanthropic 

acts and sponsor the yearly celebration of George 
Washington’s birthday in University Yard. What 
other functions it serves, if any, remain a mystery.

So Friday’s gathering on the second fl oor of 
the SMPA building – followed by a reception at the 
University Club – was mysterious for what order 
members weren’t saying: namely, what they were 
doing.

Students also raised questions about the 
intentions of the order after some of its apparent 
participants were seen Thursday night walking 
around campus blindfolded and with painted faces. 
Several of the organization’s members who were 
seen at the SMPA building Friday declined to talk 
about Thursday night’s events.

University Marshal Jill Kasle, who denied the 
existence of the group, said if it was real, it would be 
“dedicated to the well being of GW and the people 
who live, work, eat and sleep here.”

She said the order would undertake a charity 
project on a yearly basis – if it did exist. The group 
may have donated artwork to be put in classrooms 
and a telescope for the 1957 E St. rooftop terrace.

“If it did exist I may act as an advisor to 
the group,” Kasle said.

Trachtenberg also did not 
acknowledge the organization’s 

existence.
“I’ve never heard of it,” 

Trachtenberg said as he walked 
out of the Order of the Hippo 
event at about 10 p.m. Friday. 
“As far as I know a hippo 
is one of those beasts in the 
jungle. They swim around.”

Traverse, who is making 
a documentary on the Order 

of the Hippo, was one of sev-
eral students who turned Friday’s 

gathering into a circus of suspicion.
From a white Dodge Caravan, the 

students video-recorded a congregation of 
apparent Order of Hippo members outside the 
SMPA building. Before entering the lobby of the 
building, about 15 students in black-tie attire gath-
ered for a photo in front of the bronze hippopotamus 

Students cross H Street on 

their way to an Order of the 

Hippo event in the School 

of Media and Public Affairs 

Friday evening.
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President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg and Vice 
President Michael Freedman leave the Order of 
the Hippo event Friday night.
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