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All this, and
Andy Rooney
n “60 Minutes” anchor
and keynote speaker
talks about his life
by Katie Rooney
Metro Editor
Graduates can look forward to
meeting CBS’s “60 Minutes” correspondent Andy Rooney at Sunday’s
Commencement ceremony – they
should just remember not to ask for
his autograph.
Rooney, who said his decision
to speak at Commencement was inﬂuenced by the fact that his granddaughter will be part of the 2005
graduating class, said he refuses to
give autographs because they are
“nonsense.” He added that being
well-known is a “pain in the neck.”
“I get really annoyed when
people come up to me and ask, ‘Hey,
are you Andy Rooney?’” he said in
an interview with The Hatchet last
week. “I don’t have a lot of patience
for that, and I don’t do autographs
because it seems silly to write my
name on a piece of paper.”

Rooney’s granddaughter, senior
Alexis Perkins, characterized her
grandfather as “blunt and straightforward,” adding that he is “remarkably candid with people.” While she
admitted that people who do not
know him well ﬁnd him rude, she
said that is not the case.
“He has a seemingly rough exterior, but overall he’s a very good guy,”
she said. “He has a great amount of
respect for his fans and he’s really a
very warm and caring person.”
Rooney said he is unsure of what
type of message he plans to convey
to this year’s graduates, but added
that it will probably be related to opportunities for young people in the
job market. Despite his dislike for
popularity, Rooney said he enjoys
speaking to graduates and has done
about 35 to 40 commencement ceremonies.
He said he declined an offer to
speak at another graduation this
year, refusing to say which school
asked him to speak.
“You can only do one really,”
See ROONEY, p. 21
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Dancers perform at Culture Shock 2005, a May 7 hip-hop dance competition sponsored by the Phillipino Cultural Society. The GW team Funk took third place in the event, held in Lisner Auditorium.

‘Crossﬁre’ end imminent
n CNN internal memo
says the show will be
replaced this summer
by Ryan Holeywell
Senior Editor
CNN’s “Crossﬁre,” which has
called GW home for three years, will
go off the air this summer, and the
show planned to replace it will be
discontinued as well.
In an undated memo provided
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Tapan Nayak, a professor of statistics, stands in the back of a crowded
emergency Faculty Senate meeting May 9 in the Marvin Center.

Fate of pay raises
rests with board
by Amanda Limmer
Hatchet Staff Writer
In the wake of a contentious
emergency Faculty Senate meeting
last week, GW’s Board of Trustees
will meet Friday to determine if faculty and staff pay raises will be put
off six months until January 2006.
At last Monday’s meeting in the
Marvin Center, University President
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg led a discussion concerning the proposed
salary increase. He urged faculty
to support a 6 percent pay raise in
January instead of another option
that would give the raise in June. If
the Board of Trustees decides to give
earlier increases, then faculty and
staff pay will go up by an average of
3 percent.
Louis Katz, executive vice presi-
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dent and treasurer, and Donald
Lehman, executive vice president for
Academic Affairs, also spoke in favor
of the delayed pay raise option when
they addressed about 125 mostly distraught professors.
“Compensations would be higher and it would make it easier to recruit faculty in the future,” Trachtenberg said about the plan to raise
salaries in January.
Many professors and staff are
ﬁghting for the pay raise to go into
effect this June, because delaying it
until January would mean going 18
months without a salary increase.
Such a scenario played out two years
ago.
The Board of Trustees has the
ﬁnal say in the pay raise issue and
will make a decision at their spring
See PAY, p. 23

Hippo video
Rental kiosk overcharges
hundreds of students
>> Page 3

to The Hatchet, CNN President
Jonathan Klein said the network will
discontinue the last hour of “Live
From,” as well as the entirety of
“Wolf Blitzer Reports” and “Inside
Politics” – the program GW hoped
would replace “Crossﬁre.”
In place of those shows, CNN
will broadcast a three-hour block of
programming from 3 to 6 p.m. to be
hosted by Blitzer. The change will
take place some time this summer.
It is unknown if the three-hour show
will broadcast from “Crossﬁre’s”
current home, the Jack Morton Au-

ditorium in the Media and Public Affairs building.
Edie Emery, a public relations
ofﬁcial at CNN, would not conﬁrm
a report in The Philadelphia Inquirer that said “Crossﬁre’s” ﬁnal
show would air June 3. “Crossﬁre”
currently broadcasts from 4:30 to 5
p.m. The Inquirer also reported that
“Inside Politics” will continue to air
from 3:30-to-5 p.m., after “Crossﬁre”
goes off the air, until the new Blitzer
See CROSSFIRE, p. 23

A cross-country tribute
n Senior to bike
America in honor of
his late father

“It’s something I’d never
thought of doing,” Adams said.
“It’s an adventure to take before
moving into the real world.”
Matt’s father, James P. D’Alessio,

was diagnosed with esophageal
cancer in the summer of 2003. He
See BIKE, p. 21

by Bridget Joyce
Hatchet Staff Writer
Senior Matt D’Alessio and his
father had dreams of biking 3,000
miles from coast to coast, traveling
across Appalachia, over the Mississippi River and through the Rocky
Mountains. D’Alessio’s father died
on Easter at the age of 52, but the
New Hampshire native and soonto-be graduate pledged to continue
as planned.
On June 11, D’Alessio and his
friend Dave Adams, also a graduating senior, will set out from Virginia
Beach, Va., on a trip that will take
two months, send them through
eight states and, they hope, land
them in Newport, Ore.
“I’m doing it to carry out my
father’s dream,” D’Alessio said. “It
was supposed to be the three of us.
We’re picking up the reins and doing it in honor of him.”
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Seniors Matt D’Allessio (right) and Dave Adams will bike ride
across the country this summer in honor of D’Allessio’s father.
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Baseball
Men secure spot in
A-10 tournament
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