
by Katie Rooney
Metro Editor

As Hurricane Katrina ravaged 
the Gulf Coast this week, a number 
of students witnessed the destruc-
tion of their hometowns in shock.

More than 50 GW students are 
from affected areas in Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Alabama, said Matt 
Lindsay, a media relations specialist. 
If the storm happened a week ago, 
before move-in began, a number of 
students would have been in the 
middle of the crisis.

A category 4 storm, Katrina 
whipped New Orleans and sur-
rounding areas with 145 mph winds, 
destroying waterfront hotels and 
concrete bridges Monday. The storm 
left nearly 3 million people without 
electricity and drinking water, and 
casualties are expected to number 
in the thousands. Communication 
in the affected areas continues to be 
sporadic or nonexistent.

Julie Buekens, a senior from 
New Orleans, said watching the 
devastation of the city on the news 
is “surreal.”

“They focus on all of the worst 
areas and keep showing scenes of 
complete devastation,” she said. 
“It’s hard to watch the images and 
actually recognize certain streets or 
certain buildings and houses that 
are either completely underwater or 
destroyed.” 

Buekens said that she usually 
anticipates flooding during hur-
ricane season in New Orleans, but 
was shocked by the magnitude of 
Hurricane Katrina.

“Hearing of a hurricane head-
ing towards New Orleans is not 
too surprising, considering people 
get asked to evacuate at least once a 
year,” she said. “Usually, most peo-
ple stay and the storm turns out to be 
less destructive than anticipated.”

Junior Stefanie Garry, who is 
also from New Orleans, called the 
hurricane “the ultimate tragedy.” 
She wrote in an e-mail that while 
her family was able to evacuate the 
area before the storm became threat-
ening, she still does not know about 
the condition of her home or her 
dog, who was staying at a boarding 
facility in the city.

“We have no reports or knowl-
edge of the condition of our house, 
my Dad’s lab or the school where 

my mother teaches fourth grade,” 
said Garry, whose parents are safe 
in Texas. 

Garry added that communica-
tion with her family and friends 
from the city area has been limited, 
and her cell phone, which operates 
on a New Orleans network, does not 
get reception.

Other students said they are 
concerned about what to expect 
when they do return to their home-
town and how much rebuilding will 
have to be done.

“Everyone I know has moved 
out of the city knowing fully well 
that they will not be able to return 
home anytime soon,” freshman 
Adrianne Dorsey said. “I prob-
ably won’t be able to go home un-
til Christmas, and even then, after 
much repair, my home will still be 
unrecognizable.”

Freshman Lauren Jensen said 
the current disaster is reviving mem-
ories of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

“It even seems like 9/11. It seems 
like a fiction story,” she said. “I don’t 
think it’s clicked yet that when I go 
home I don’t know what to expect.”

While senior Brandon Sherr was 
not personally affected by the hurri-
cane, he said he will be traveling to 
the Gulf Coast within the next few 
days to work with the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency.

Sherr, who is a New York na-
tive, was approached to volunteer 
because of his membership in a 
D.C. emergency response group. He 
said he will initially be dispatched 
to Alabama and believes he will be 
spending his two weeks there help-
ing people get aid.

“Almost as equal as the disaster 
itself is the scale of the humanitarian 
problem,” he said. “We’ve got a mil-
lion people spread across the Gulf 
states needing assistance.”

Sherr said he will miss his first 
two weeks of class, but that profes-
sors have been very understand-
ing. While he said he does not have 
much experience in relief assistance, 
he is confident he will be able to con-
sole victims.

“For me, this is a way to really 
give as much as I can,” he said. “In 
many ways I don’t know what to ex-
pect. I have the training and I know 
what to do in the situation but this 
is the first time I’ve ever done some-
thing like this.” n
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Katrina shocks 
GW students

Sam Sherraden/photo editor
Freshmen Theresa Omansky and Luigia D’Onofrio speak to UPD 
Officer Chris Gearhart about Rape Aggression Defense (RAD) in 
Kogan Plaza Wednesday afternoon.

SAFETYTIPS

by Emily Green
Hatchet Staff Writer

When GW’s student organiza-
tions held a recruitment fair in the 
Marvin Center Tuesday night, they 
reached out to hundreds of freshmen 
to join their groups. 

Organization leaders realized, 
however, that a large number of the 
prospective members they were try-

ing to attract would attend a couple 
of meetings and move on to their 
next big interest.

Every fall, student organizations 
face the same problem: while their 
first general body meeting may be 
the largest of the year, many fresh-
men who have signed up for mul-
tiple organizations ultimately choose 
not to continue with the majority of 
the groups they initially signed up 

to join.
Two summers ago at Colonial 

Inauguration, the Generic Theater 
Company had 140 prospective fresh-
men sign up for the organization. 
Only five remain active participants. 

“Usually within the first month 
we lose about half (of them),” said 
junior Cara Chute, public relations 

The fi ckle freshmen

by Maura Judkis
Arts Editor

 When prospective students tour 
GW, one of the things they learn is 
how easy it is to start an organiza-
tion. Tour guides chirp about the 
school’s most famous alumni – Co-
lin Powell and Jackie O, of course, 
and if the tour guide is feeling dar-
ing, he might throw Watergate’s 
“Deep Throat” into the mix. But one 
name that prospective students do 
not hear is that of L. Ron Hubbard, the 
founder of the Church of Scientology.
 Perhaps it’s because students are 
simply unaware of Hubbard’s ties to 
GW and Washington, D.C. – he only 
attended GW for two years, from 1930 
to 1932. But maybe a more likely reason 
is that the mere mention of Scientology 
– religion of the stars – may start a con-

troversy that most would rather avoid.

College years
 Some religions have pilgrimages 

– Muslims fl ock to Mecca, Catholics 
travel to the Vatican, and Jews are 
drawn to Jerusalem. Scientology 
does not, but D.C. ranks high on the 
religion’s list of revered places. The 
religion’s headquarters are in Los 
Angeles, but the fi rst-ever Church 
of Scientology is an unassuming 

townhouse on 19th Street near Du-
pont Circle. Decades ago, Hubbard 

held his lectures there, and today it is 
home to the L. Ron Hubbard Museum. 
 The museum is just a block away from 
the current D.C. Church of Scientology, 
where parishioners receive lessons and 
Sunday services in a lush mansion, also 

Erin Shea/assistant photo editor
(right) Sylvia Stanard, external affairs director of the Church of Scientology north of Dupont Circle, speaks to 
the attendees of a group meeting Wednesday afternoon. (top left) A yearbook photo of L. Ron Hubbard. 
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A religion of his own

by Katie Rooney
Metro Editor

GW, along with dozens of other 
universities across the country, will 
allow students from Tulane Univer-
sity and several other institutions in 
the New Orleans area to take classes 
here after Hurricane Katrina forced 
schools to delay their semesters.

Students from the Gulf area 
looking to take classes at GW would 

be enrolled as non-degree students 
on a space-available basis. While no 
University housing will be provided, 
GW said it would waive any late 
registration fees that these students 
might incur, according to an e-mail 
sent Thursday afternoon by Donald 
Lehman, executive vice president for 
Academic Affairs. 

University President Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg said that he came 
to the decision after speaking to na-

tional organizations and finding out 
what other universities were doing. 

Trachtenberg added that GW 
has several ties to Tulane, point-
ing out that its current university 
president Scott Cowen received his 
master’s degree and his Ph.D. from 
GW. Louis Katz, University execu-
tive vice president and treasurer, for-
merly worked at Tulane. 

Univ. to host victims
See HUBBARD, p. 7

See ORLEANS, p. 6

See FRESHMEN, p. 6


