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Displaced students arrive Univ. adds
more CFs
in dorms

n About 30 New
Orleans students to
start classes at GW
by Michael Barnett
Editor in chief

Even before Hurricane Katrina, Tulane University students
were no strangers to hurricaneprompted evacuations.
And when they were told on
the last weekend of August to
leave their New Orleans dwellings as Katrina approached,
they thought it was another false
alarm that would give them a
few days off from school.
“Everybody was looking forward to it, and then your school
gets wiped out,” said Kati Milligan, a Tulane junior who took
up the University’s offer to take
classes here and officially registered Wednesday.
Milligan, from Jacksonville,
See ORLEANS, p. 8

by Lauren Emmett
Hatchet Staff Writer
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Tulane junior Kati Milligan buys books at the GW Bookstore after being accepted
as a non-degree student. She has classes, but no clothes, computer or apartment.

GW phases out SSNs

n Univ. expects to
complete transition
by July 2006
by Amanda Limmer
Hatchet Staff Writer

Students may be assigned randomly generated identiﬁcation
numbers as early as January as part
of GW’s plan for a campus-wide reduction of the use of Social Security
numbers as a means of identiﬁcation.
University ofﬁcials said the project, which has been in the works for
several years, will be completed by
July 2006, enabling students to access Banner , library databases and
other University systems without
using a Social Security number. Although the use of the governmentissued numbers won’t be completely
phased out, administrators said they
hoped the move would lessen the

risk of identity theft for GW community members.
“There are obvious reasons for
this change,” said Executive Vice
President for Academic Affairs Donald Lehman. “People are literally
stealing personal information and
using it for ﬁnancial advantages.”
In 2004, University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg estimated the
change would cost GW $3 million,
but Alexa Kim, executive director of
Information Systems and Services,
said the University now believes it
can convert its identiﬁcation system
for “signiﬁcantly less money.”
The project, dubbed Gwid, is still
under development, and ofﬁcials
have yet to determine a complete
list of systems that will use the new
numbers, said Bill Mayer, associate
University librarian for information
technology. Because of federal law,
the University will still require the
use of Social Security numbers for
students receiving ﬁnancial aid and
employees.

Forty-four additional community facilitators will function as the eyes and ears of the University this year in a
move that increases supervision in upperclassman residence halls.
The Community Living and Learning Center placed
additional CFs in City Hall, the Aston, Ivory Tower, New
Hall, 1959 E Street, Guthridge Hall and Lafayette Hall.
James Kohl, director of Residential Life and Education, said
the move was necessary due to “increased roommate conﬂicts and behavioral problems.”
Kohl denied assertions from upperclassmen that CFs
kicked off the school year with harsher enforcement of alcohol policies. He said the increased CF presence would help
students maintain a level of independence.
The University previously employed a “through-theyears” approach, Kohl said, in which upperclassman residence halls would have a minimal CF presence compared
See PRESENCE, p. 6
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By obtaining personally identiﬁable information, criminals can
fraudulently open new lines of credit
or take out loans. Two years ago, a
GW physics professor inadvertently
posted student Social Security numbers and names on a publicly accessible Web site, and since then The
Hatchet has found several instances
in which students’ Social Security
numbers were left unsecured. Students put their Social Security numbers on everything from test books to
attendance sheets, a practice that will
presumably be stopped once they
get random numbers.
“By implementing the new ID,
we are able to more fully protect
the ways in which (Social Security
numbers) are stored in University
systems,” Mayer wrote in an e-mail
this week. “Our goal is to protect
this information for all community
members.”
D.C. claims more identity theft
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Shoppers purchase fruits and vegetables from Virginia
farmers behind the Foggy Bottom Metro stop, on 24th and I
Streets, Wednesday afternoon.

See NUMBERS, p. 6

B-school readies
for new facility

MONUMENTMOMENT

by Sam Salkin
Senior Staff Writer
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Every year the freshman class takes part in an important GW tradition - walking
to the monuments late at night, sometimes while intoxicated. See story p.8
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GW’s School of Business can ofﬁcially begin moving into its new 22nd Street home on
Nov. 1, after more than a year of construction
on Duques Hall.
On a tour of the new building this week,
ofﬁcials told The Hatchet that construction of
the business school home is almost complete,
with ﬁnal touches such as wiring and furniture being installed in each room. Equipped
with state-of-the-art technology, Duques Hall
is the ﬁrst building on campus to feature
wireless Internet throughout the entire structure and will have a new eating venue on the
ground ﬂoor.
Beginning next semester, the new business school home will seat 1,056 students in 22
classrooms and teaching labs. The structure,
which cost GW $50 million to build, features
Hirshhorn Museum
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lecture halls outﬁtted with sound systems and
projectors and a capital market lab that will
simulate the experience of working on the
ﬂoor of a live stock exchange. The lab runs live
stock tickers that are visible to passersby on
22nd Street. Welcoming visitors in the lobby is
a metal globe with a star on D.C.
Senior Associate Business School Dean
Prabir K. Bagchi said he hopes the construction of Duques Hall will propel the school to a
higher academic status.
“I think this new building is going to
charge up students and faculty. Hopefully, this
way we can offer better programs and our students will be more satisﬁed,” he said. “These
are exciting times for us.”
Duques Hall is six ﬂoors tall and spans a
total of 168,553 square feet. David Wellman,
executive project manager for the University,
See DUQUES, p. 12
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