
by Molly Gannon
Hatchet Reporter

In the basement theater of Mitch-
ell Hall, 31 freshmen gather around 
Chip Bouchard and chatter with ner-
vous excitement. It is the first official 
meeting for “Project G Street,” and 
these students are anxious to make 
a movie. 

 “This is your film. This is entirely 
your own,” said Bouchard, the mov-
ie’s director and the project’s Com-
munity Living and Learning Center 
liaison. “This is something you need 
to look back on with pride.” 

One of seven new freshmen liv-

by Marissa Levy
Campus News Editor

For 17 years Michael Schaffer 
taught GW students all the touchy 
details of human sexuality. It was his 
honesty that endeared him to hun-
dreds of students, but that same can-
didness may have cost him his job.

In his time at GW, Schaffer 
taught more than 4,500 students in 
a class that is usually filled five min-
utes after course registration begins. 
But in July Schaffer was dismissed 
from GW, two months after a female 
student threatened in a spring 2005 
course evaluation to file a sexual 
harassment suit against the now-for-
mer professor. 

In her evaluation, when Schaffer 
provided to The Hatchet, the woman 
claimed that Schaffer “does not teach, 
but reads extremely sexual student 
responses (to take-home papers), re-
peatedly hands out condoms, (and) 
shows naked pictures and videos.” 
She criticized a class discussion on 
pubic hair, and went on to say that 
Schaffer should be fired from the 
school.

Schaffer, who describes himself 
as a “popular” teacher, said the de-
partment of exercise science hasn’t 
given him the opportunity to defend 
himself against the allegations.

“Never before have I had a stu-
dent that was so unhappy with my 
teaching,” Schaffer said. “The over-
whelming comments on my evalua-
tions were ‘this is the best course I’ve 
ever had.’” 

Schaffer said Patricia Sullivan, 
acting chair of the exercise science 
department, told him that he was 
not fired; rather, the department 
declined to renew his contract. But 
Schaffer also said that when asked 
why his contract was not renewed, 
Sullivan replied, “check your stu-
dent evaluations.”

Schaffer said that after he visited 
with Sullivan to go over his spring 
2005 evaluations, the majority of 
which he called “glowing,” Sullivan 
told him that his contract was not 
renewed because “the department 
is going in a different direction, and 
may even drop the course entirely.” 
But the School of Public Health and 
Health Services still offers three sec-

tions of the Human Sexuality course 
that Schaffer introduced to GW 15 
years ago. Linda Campanelli, who 
teaches two sections of the class, said 
she had no knowledge of why Schaf-
fer was fired. Tracy Schario, GW’s di-
rector of media relations, would not 
comment on the situation.

Sullivan refused to comment on 
Schaffer’s dismissal to The Hatchet. 
Ruth Katz, dean of the School of 
Public Health and Health Services, 
which offers the human sexuality 
course, also refused to comment for 
the article, based on the issue’s “con-
fidential nature.” It is not known 
whether a sexual harassment suit 
has been filed against Schaffer or the 
University, but Schario said that to 
her knowledge, the student has not 
filed suit.

Schaffer said he was “blown 
away” by the scathing evaluation 
that called him “disgusting and de-
meaning to women.” In a course that 
covers everything from the anatomy 
of the human reproductive system 
to masturbation and homosexuality, 
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FOURYEARS Sex prof. gets the boot

Wi-Fi, cell phone
service expands

by Brandon Butler and
Melissa Meyers
Hatchet Reporters

Cell phone and wireless In-
ternet coverage will continue to 
expand on campus, thanks to the 
addition of more wireless Inter-
net hotspots and Verizon’s plan 
to build a cell phone antenna near 
New Hall.

University administrators 
said they have been working to 
increase wireless Internet access 
on campus and have added ser-
vice to popular areas such as the 
Marvin Center’s J Street and Co-
lumbia Square to GW’s wireless 
network. Verizon Wireless said 
by December a new antenna will 
be installed to increase cell phone 
service.

“We are working on a site very 
near (23rd and H Streets) that we 
plan to activate in December,” 
said John Johnson a spokesman 
for Verizon Wireless.  

Johnson said Verizon installs 
antennas on top of buildings or as 
attachments to buildings. 

Student complaints over bad 
cell phone service may have urged 
the company to increase coverage 
on campus. Johnson didn’t speci-
fy which building would receive 
the antenna, but New Hall, a 
dorm near the intersection, is no-
torious for having bad cell phone 
service.

“It’s fine, but it could be bet-
ter,” said senior Matt Carney, 
who lives off campus near the                 
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Freedom Walk participants, commemorating the four-year an-
niversary of Sept. 11, shake hands with Defense Secretary Don-
ald Rumsfeld on the Mall Sunday afternoon. See story, p. 3.
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Freshman James Kelly pitches his screenplay to freshman director Kirk 
Larsen and fellow members of the new living and learning community 
Project G Street on Sunday afternoon.See WIRELESS, p. 6 See MOVIE, p. 10
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by Zach Ahmad
Senior Staff Writer

 The Rev. Stan Esterline’s Sunday 
morning routine is pretty typical 
for a minister. With a Bible tucked 
under his arm, he enters the chapel 
where he works, passes out hym-
nals and proceeds to read from the 
gospel and conduct his sermon.
 His chapel, however, is any-
thing but typical. With a Sony boom 
box for a choir and a mix of travelers 
and airport employees for a congre-
gation, Esterline’s house of worship 
is a tiny square room inside Reagan 
National Airport. 
 Tucked in a narrow hallway 
at the end of the airport’s main 
terminal – between a police station 
and a bagel stand – is the airport 
chapel, added in 1997 as part of 
a multi-million dollar renovation 
project.  For nearly a decade it 
has served as a sort of spiritual 
rest stop where jetsetters can pray, 
meditate or just have a space to 
put luggage down.

 “The population is so mobile 
today,” said Esterline, senior chap-
lain at the National Airport chapel. 
“A lot of people travel for a day or 
two or three at a time, and this gives 
them a place to express their faith.”
 While its discreet location may 
make the chapel easy to overlook, 
those running the church say it gets 
plenty of use. Tim Tatum, direc-
tor of ministry for Metropolitan 
Washington Airports Interfaith 
Chapels, which oversees the cha-
pels at Reagan National and Dulles 
International Airport in Virginia, 
estimates that between 18,000 and 
20,000 worshippers use the facility 
each year.
 The number of visitors has 
increased since Sept. 11, Tatum said, 
as air travel has become more stress-
ful. With the looming threat of ter-
rorism, more people are turning to 
airport chapels for relaxation and 
comfort.
 “I think they’re critical,” Tatum 
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Travelers at Reagan National Airport participate Sunday in a worship service at the airport’s chapel.

Flying faith

LLC frosh make movie
n Residents of town-
house hope to enter 
spring film festivals


