
by Jessica Calefati
Senior Staff Writer

Dean of Students Linda Don-
nels left Washington. Sept. 3 in a 
wheelchair-accommodating car on 
a mission: to make the 1,100-mile 
trek to Gentilly, La., and rescue her 
87-year-old father from the hurri-
cane-ravaged Gulf Coast.

“I knew where my father 
was and hoped he wouldn’t be 
moved,” Donnels said in an inter-
view Wednesday in her Rice Hall 
office.

Evacuated from a hospital in 
Slidell, La., the afternoon before 
the hurricane hit New Orleans, 
Donnels’ father was moved to a 
second hospital in Hattiesburg, 
Miss., where Donnels was finally 
able to reunite with him.

“It became clear that there was 
nothing for him to go back to and 
that I would need to bring him 
back here,” Donnels said.

Donnels’ father is staying at an 
assisted living facility in D.C. until 
she can figure out more permanent 
arrangements.

“He came with a change of 
clothes and no I.D., but thankfully 
he is still in good spirits,” Donnels 
said.

GW as an institution has con-
tinued to assist coastal residents 
affected by the storm.

Approximately 60 students 
from Tulane University in New Or-
leans and other Gulf Coast schools 
have enrolled as non-degree seek-
ing students in GW classes. The 

by Eric Roper
Hatchet Reporter

Nervous about having a commu-
nity facilitator living on your floor? 
Try having an administrator, dean or 
professor for a neighbor instead.

GW houses at least six staff and 
faculty members in student resi-
dence halls in Foggy Bottom and on 
the Mount Vernon Campus. Most 
GW staff who live on campus said 
it’s a perk to live so close to their jobs 
and that they enjoy interacting with 
students. 

“It is a joy to live (on campus), 
and it is a pleasure to open my house 
to students,” said Fred Siegel, asso-
ciate vice president and dean of stu-
dents, who has been living at Mount 
Vernon since fall 2003. He also serves 
as the head administrator for the 
Mount Vernon Campus. 

“I want people to know that I’m 
there,” said Siegel, who often invites 
students to his house to eat dinner or 
just to talk. 

Siegel does not live alone in 
his house across the street from the 
campus. Along with his wife and 
12-year-old daughter, Siegel also has 
multiple dogs. 

“The dogs love it here,” Siegel 
added.  

Joining Siegel and his dogs on 
the Mount Vernon Campus is Steven 
Livingston, interim director of the 
School of Media and Public Affairs, 
who moved into Somers Hall this 
fall.

“I’m always looking for an op-
portunity to work with students,” 
said Livingston, who has been teach-
ing at GW for 15 years.
 Livingston said he enjoys being 
able to live with co-workers and stu-
dents.

“Fred Siegel is a great guy to 
work with and live next to,” Livings-
ton said.  

Several other GW staff members 
live on the main Foggy Bottom cam-
pus as well. University Police Chief 
Dolores Stafford lives in the 21st 
Street area, but she declined to say 
precisely where.

“Foggy Bottom is a nice neigh-
borhood and many professional 
people and retirees enjoy living on 
or around campus,” Stafford said. 

“There are pros and cons, but I have 
generally like living in Foggy Bot-
tom.” 

Senior Associate Dean of Stu-
dents Jan Sherrill has lived in Foggy 
Bottom, on the first floor of Strong 
Hall, since 1997, but many residents 
were unaware he lived in their all-fe-
male dorm. 

“No one really knows he’s here,” 
said freshman Sarah Tannenbaum, a 
resident of Strong Hall. “Most people 
only found out about him in a meet-
ing we had with our community fa-
cilitators.”

Though Sherrill said he enjoys 
interacting with students and visit-
ing with them, Tannenbaum said 
CFs told residents to keep the noise 
level down in the building.  

“She said we should be aware 
that there is a dean living downstairs 
and there have already been noise 
complaints,” Tannenbaum said. 

Robert Chernak, senior vice pres-
ident of Student and Academic Sup-
port Services, who oversees campus 
housing, said it is also important to 
have staff living on campus to han-
dle emergencies in a timely manner. 

“It is of benefit, particularly to 
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GW continues 
storm response

by Lauren Emmett
Hatchet Reporter

GW will welcome transfer 
students from New Orleans uni-
versities at a special Colonial 
Inauguration Thursday, in an ef-
fort to introduce students to their 
temporary home in D.C. 

The program, which will run 
from noon to 7:30 p.m. in the Mar-
vin Center’s Hippodrome, will 
focus on providing new students 
with information they’ll need 
during their stay at GW, such as 
how to use their GWorld card, 
find University housing and visit 
the Student Health Center.

Members of the 2005 Colonial 
Cabinet, GW Transfers and vari-
ous other University departments 
will be on hand to meet students 
and answer their questions.

“We want (the transfer stu-
dents) to feel comfortable and 
capable to use their time here 
well,” said Renee Clement, as-
sistant director of the Student 
Activities Center and director of 
CI. “This isn’t a marketing event. 
We’re going to show them how to 
make use of the campus to have 
the best time this semester.”

Clement added that Friday’s 
event would be more comparable 
to the two-day international CI 
than the regular three-day sum-
mer sessions for incoming fresh-
men. She said she contacted 49 
New Orleans transfer students 
about the event.

The University will provide 

Ben Solomon/Hatchet photographer
Jim Martin rests on the bench Tuesday during the 2005 Hoops for 
Hope All-Star Classic.  Martin, the president of the 60-plus Asso-
ciation, is one of 48 lobbyists and congressmen that participate in 
the annual contest that raises money for charity.

See KATRINA, p. 10See CI, p. 10

 A female student was 
arrested after reportedly biting 
a University Police officer who 
approached her while she was 
intoxicated in the lobby of Ivory 
Tower early Friday.
 UPD Chief Dolores Stafford 
said that, according to a police 
report, the student bit one of the 
UPD officers in the arm while 
he was trying to sit her down on 
the couch in the lobby. Stafford 
said the student was “extremely 
intoxicated” and tried to flee the 
scene twice during her encounter 
with UPD, falling to the ground 
on her second attempt. The inci-
dent occurred at 12:21 a.m.

 Stafford said that after the 
student bit the officer she was 
handcuffed in the lobby and 
taken to GW Hospital’s emer-
gency room to be treated for 
excessive alcohol consumption. 
Later that morning she was 
transported to Metropolitan 
Police’s second district head-
quarters, where the arrest was 
processed. She was charged with 
assault.
 Stafford said that being 
arrested for assaulting an offi-
cer is standard procedure. She 
added that this type of arrest 
carries a higher sentence than a 
simple assault charge.

 “I don’t know many offi-
cers who wouldn’t use their dis-
cretion at this point and arrest 
them,” she said. 
  “Every year we have a cou-
ple of cases where a student 
decides to physically assault one 
of our officers,” Stafford added. 
“I would take this opportunity to 
advise students that should they 
assault an officer it will result in 
the student being arrested.”
 This is the second assault on 
a police officer in a week. Early 
in the morning of Sept. 11, a 
female student shoved an officer 
in Thurston Hall. n

—Katie Rooney

Sam Sherraden/photo editor
Dean Fred Siegel walks his daughter Emily (center) and her teammates to the Mount Vernon soccer field for 
their team practice on Tuesday afternoon.  The Siegel family lives across the street from Mount Vernon and 
maintains a close relationship with students and professors.
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