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No Ellipse in 2006
n University looking at
MCI Center, RFK
for Commencement
by Brandon Butler
Campus News Editor

Sam Sherraden/photo editor

2005 graduates cheer their peers on the Ellipse during the Commencement ceremony last spring. The class of 2006 will celebrate elsewhere.

A

The class of 2006 will be graduating – the University just isn’t
sure where.
The May 21 graduation ceremony will not be held on the
Ellipse, the National Park Service
and University officials said
Monday, because the site will be
under construction through summer 2006. University officials
said they are in “deep discussions” with other venues in the
Washington, D.C., area, including
the MCI Center, RFK Stadium and

familiar SCENE
by Jake Sherman
Sports Editor

BALTIMORE – In one seemingly
thoughtless motion, Sam Perlozzo stands
up from the bench and leans against the
railing facing the finely manicured turf of
Camden Yards.
The number two shows prominently
on the back of his orange practice jersey
and in parentheses under the brim of his
hat, to separate his gear from the rest of his
squads’. His perfectly tanned olive skin,
sans wrinkles, shows no sign of the tumultuous season he is enduring.
Looking out onto the green grass and
familiar dirt is an old sight that Perlozzo
has seen for almost 30 years. As manager of
the Baltimore Orioles, nothing could bother
the GW alumnus.
A steroid scandal, rapid descent from

first place and all of this on the shoulders of
an interim coach. It’s all in a year’s work.
“When it’s all said and done,” Perlozzo
said, “I’ll have gone through probably as
much if not more than any manager in the
major leagues this year than they have this
whole season.”
A rough beginning
Perlozzo’s employer of 10 years, Peter
Angelos, did not choose him to fill the
coaching vacancy left by the firing of Mike
Hargrove after the 2003 season. Instead,
the owner chose former New York Yankee
bench coach Lee Mazzilli. After releasing
Mazzilli in the middle of a losing streak
in August, Perlozzo got the nod from
Angelos to take the reins. When his contract expires next year, Perlozzo hopes to

the National Mall, to reserve space
for this spring’s ceremony.
“Our plan was to have
Commencement on the Ellipse in
2006,” said Michael Freedman,
GW’s
vice
president
of
Communications. “The National
Park Service has taken the Ellipse
away from us, and it was totally
and completely out of our control.”
Freedman assured that the
University will provide “a very
fine, first-class Commencement
for the class of 2006.”
While the University was
first informed last May that this
spring’s Ellipse ceremony could be
in jeopardy due to construction, on
Monday the University received
final word from the National Park
Service that the Ellipse will not
be available. University officials

received the letter after being told
by The Hatchet that Park Service
officials confirmed the site would
not be available.
“As the National Park Service
does with any of our other locations, we are responsible for the
protection of these areas,” said
William Line, communications
director for the National Park
Service. “The eastern half of the
Ellipse is under construction, and
the western side, where GW traditionally has the ceremony, will
be under construction beginning
this winter through the summer of
2006.”
Line added that construction
was purposely done in phases to
ensure the site would be closed for
the least amount of time possible.
See ELLIPSE, p. 13

Court ruling gives
Coggins’ more time
by Lizzie Wozobski
Hatchet Staff Writer
Thanks to a preliminary ruling made by
the D.C. District Court this month, Coggins’
Sandwich Manufactory, the popular eatery
located in the Ivory Tower residence hall,
can keep its doors open – at least for now.
Seven months after the Illinois-based
Potbelly Sandwich Works filed suit in U.S.
District Court against Coggins’ because of
a series of alleged similarities between the
two sandwich shops, the company’s preliminary injunction against Coggins’ – which
would have shut the shop down – has been
denied by a District Court judge.
Potbelly believes that Coggins’ imitation is so profound that customers may
actually believe that Coggins’ is a Potbelly
store. The chain is also filing suit for monetary relief and said it wants to prevent any
further infringement by Coggins’.
Although Coggins’ can remain in oper-

ation and continue its focus on expanding
to more locations, it is still fighting lawsuits
brought by Potbelly for a host of reasons.
“The injunction could have stopped
operation,” said Coggins’ lawyer Keith
Vernon, “but the underlying lawsuit still
exists.”
On Sept. 8, Judge Henry Kennedy Jr.
rejected an element of the Potbelly suit that
sought to place an injunction on Coggins’
eateries, forcing the eatery to temporarily close until the case could be settled.
Kennedy decided that while there was sufficient evidence for five of the six claims
presented by the Potbelly, an injunction on
the sandwich shop was denied.
According to court documents the judge
ruled, “Proof as to the sixth element, that
defendant’s trade dress is likely to cause
confusion among ordinary purchasers as
to the source of plaintiffs’ and defendants’
See COGGINS, p. 13
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Ofﬁce mistakenly
overcharges students
by David Ceasar
Contributing News Editor

The University has overcharged some students for dropped classes due to deficiencies
in its registration and accounting software,
student accounts officials said Wednesday.
When a student drops a course and adds
one with the same number of credits, students
are supposed to receive no additional charge.
Banner software malfunctioned and did not
recognize this stipulation, said Bob Kershner,
director of Student Accounts Services. Because
of the flaw, students and parents have contacted the Student Accounts office demanding the
charges be removed.
“There’s some timing differences the software isn’t set up to deal with,” he said of the
error occurring when a course is dropped

insidenews

and another added at different times, which
frequently occurs during the two-week add/
drop period that follows the first day of
classes.
When one course is replaced by a course
of equal credits – but not done simultaneously, such as on a carbon-copy registration
transaction form – the Banner system has
mistakenly let nonrefundable tuition charges
remain on students’ accounts, Kershner said.
“Some students have added a class one
day, and dropped a class a different day,”
Kershner wrote in an e-mail. “The Banner
software just sees that they dropped a class
and imposes the nonrefundable tuition and
nonrefundable fee.”
His staff has manually changed accounts

Witness to disaster
EMeRG seniors help out in
New Orleans
>> page 3

See FEES, p. 8

insideopinions

Ben Solomon/Hatchet photographer

Mark Harris, a College Republican, turns away from Dennis Kucinich (D-Ohio) after
asking him to explain his alleged switch from an anti-abortion stance to an abortion
rights stance.
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