
by Robert Parker
Hatchet Reporter

With Washington planning for 
its next 20 years of development, 
city offi cials said GW must explain 
how its plans for the old hospital 
site are in the best interests of stu-
dents and D.C.

The University is planning 
to use the site, located across the 
street from the Foggy Bottom 
Metro stop, for mixed-use com-
mercial development including 
retail space, condominiums and 
offi ce buildings. But Ellen McCar-
thy, director of the D.C. Offi ce of 
Planning, said the University must 
prove how using Square 54 for 
profi t-generating purposes, as op-
posed to meeting housing or class-
room space needs, will help both 

students and the city before plans 
can go forward.

“In order for Square 54 to be 
approved for non-academic use, 
GW must prove to the Zoning 
Commission and Foggy Bottom 
residents how this construction 
can benefi t the community,” she 
said.

McCarthy’s comments came 
at a planning fair Tuesday night, 
where residents gave city offi cials 
input on D.C.’s Comprehensive 
Plan, a required document out-
lining policy and planning guid-
ance on the physical development 
of Washington over the next 20 
years.

Tracy Schario, GW’s director of 
media relations, said the school’s 
plans for Square 54 benefi t both 
the University and the city because 
they will further the economic 
growth of the District and fund 
other campus initiatives.

“This site, if approved by the 
Zoning Commission, will be used 
for commercial use. No concrete 

plans for what Square 54 will be 
have been decided, but we are 
hoping to use the land for invest-
ment purposes,” she said. “With 
the money made from Square 54, 
GW is better able to fund academic 
resources.”

Some Foggy Bottom resi-
dents are staunchly opposed to 
the University’s plans to use the 
site for commercial purposes. By 
not building dorms, students will 
be forced to live in neighborhood 
apartments, and by not building 
classrooms, students will be forced 
to take classes in non-GW build-
ings in the area, they said.

The University believes that 
using the site for commercial pur-
poses will allow the school to gen-
erate funds that can be applied to 
other projects for students.

“If approved, the new con-
struction of Square 54 will not 
include student housing or class-
rooms,” Foggy Bottom Association 

by Kaitlyn Jahrling
Senior Staff Writer

Owners of McFadden’s Restau-
rant & Saloon, a popular destination 
among of-age students, have agreed 
to shorten their hours in response to 
complaints from community leaders 
who cited the bar for neighborhood 
disturbances.

McFadden’s will now close one 
hour earlier on Friday and Saturday 
nights, and two hours earlier during 
the week, among a variety of other 
changes.

The Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission, a community group 

that makes zoning recommendations 
to the city, announced at its meeting 
last week that after about a year of 
discussion between the restaurant 
and the community, the two parties 
fi nally came to the agreement.

Starting in about a month, the 
bar will also no longer be permit-
ted to discount alcohol more than 50 
percent during happy hour or hold 
happy hour past 8 p.m. McFadden’s 
will also be required to hire a private 
security guard to patrol outside the 
restaurant on weekends. McFad-
den’s currently closes at 3 a.m. on the 
weekends and 2 a.m. on weekdays. 

Under the agreement, however, 
the restaurant will 
still be able to re-
main open on Tues-
days until 2 a.m. 
because it is a pro-
motional night for 
the bar.

The D.C. Alco-
holic Beverage Reg-
ulation Association 
arranged the com-
promise process, 
which consisted 
of a community 
representative and 
McFadden’s own-
ers coming up with 
their own solution 
to the problem in-
stead of forcing the 
agency to take ac-
tion. Community 
members consis-
tently complained 
to the ABRA about 
drunken patrons in 
the early morning 
hours.

“Getting an 
hour’s reduction is 
extremely signifi -
cant,” said Vince 
Micone, ANC chair, 
at last week’s meet-
ing.
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 Blaze on, GW: 
Column calls for less 
stringent marijuana 

rules on campus
 >> Page 4

insidenews insidearts insidesports
Test-takers
Why are some freshmen 
getting priority registration?
>> page 3

Volleyball tops UMBC
Team’s record improves 
to 5-9
>> page 16

Jeff Ross
Comedian to bring act to 
Lisner Auditorium
>> page 9

Ben Solomon/Hatchet photographer
Former CBS News anchor Dan Rather speaks with Marvin 
Kalb at the National Press Club Monday night. See  story, p. 6
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Different
professors, 
different
policies for
cell phones

ANC forces 
bar’s changes 

Sam Sherraden/photo editor
McFadden’s Restaurant & Saloon has agreed to 
close earlier due to community complaints.

City questions Sq. 54

by Gabriel Okolski
Contributing News Editor

If a cell phone goes off in pro-
fessor John Sides’ class, the caller, 
not the student, will be answer-
ing to the instructor for it.

“If I can get to the phone 
before the person turns it off, I 
(answer it). Usually it rings, the 
class sucks in its breath, and the 
student usually turns it off in 
time,” said Sides, who teaches a 
television and politics class. “It’s 
been a few years since I’ve had a 
conversation.”

The political science teach-
er’s claim to all audible calls in 
class has been around since 1999, 
when more and more cell phones 
began showing up around cam-
pus. With the now-commonplace 
technology in almost every stu-
dent’s pocket, teachers at GW are 
forced to deal with the occasional 
ring, melodic alert or digitized 
song.

Sides, who does not own a 
cell phone, said he usually gets a 
ring about once every two weeks. 
Mobile phones are not an “essen-
tial” piece of equipment, he said, 
but they have embedded them-
selves in all parts of society.

“I do really think (having a 
phone go off) is rude in a variety 
of social circumstances, especial-
ly in a class,” he said. “It’s okay 
if we have technological devel-
opments, but we need to learn to 
use them in a polite manner.”

Sides said he is the only pro-
fessor he knows of who asks to 
speak to a classroom caller. Kip 

Lornell, a professor in the music 
department, also holds his stu-
dents to the same rule.

“Well it just seemed like a 
good way to deal with what is 
usually an onerous situation,” 
said Lornell, who has a cell 
phone that he sometimes leaves 
on in class when his children are 
home sick.

Lornell said he even occa-
sionally allows a fellow student 
to answer the phone, a situation 
where “anything can happen.” 
On the whole, the music profes-
sor said his conversations on 
students’ cell phones have been 
“nice.”

“One time someone’s room-
mate was calling, and I had an 
interesting conversation about 
when we were meeting later that 
day,” he said. “Thirty seconds lat-
er, she fi nally realized she wasn’t 
talking to the person she thought 
she was.”

Lornell said that he does not 
think students are trying to be 
rude by leaving their phones on, 
but he added that it is polite to 
turn the ring function off.

Craig Linebaugh, associate 
vice president for academic plan-
ning and special projects, said 
that while the University has no 
offi cial policy on cell phones in 
classes, all students are encour-
aged to turn them off or to silent.

“Individual professors may 
set their own policies regarding 
cell phones in class, but it seems 
a matter of common courtesy ... 
to turn off one’s cell phone so as 
not to introduce avoidable dis-

ruptions into the learning envi-
ronment,” Linebaugh wrote in 
an e-mail.

Although some professors 
decide to take a strong stance on 
phones in class, Daina Eglitis, an 
assistant professor of sociology, 
asserts a more relaxed position.

“I don’t usually make a big 
deal about it,” she said. “I don’t 
think students leave them on to 
be rude.”

From a sociological stand-
point, Eglitis said, new communi-
cation technologies have become 
normalized in everyday life, and 
a cell phone going off in class is 
hardly an unusual occurrence.

“I remember when I fi rst 
started here in 1998, barely any-
one had a cell phone,” she said. 
“Now sometimes you see a 
couple or two friends walking 
down the street, and you have to 
wonder if they’re talking to each 
other.”

Roberto Samaniego, assis-
tant professor of economics and 
international affairs, said he 
thinks cell phones are more of a 
detriment to students in the class 
than to the professor. A loud ring 
may break the concentration in a 
classroom environment.

“I teach classes of up to 270 
people and a little mistake is 
costly,” he said. “The trains of 
thought of 270 people cannot be 
derailed.”

Samaniego, who does not 
stay on top of his students when 
it comes to cell phones, admitted 
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