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GW may have to cut
back on gas-guzzling
activities next year as
prices remain high
>> Page 7
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Mall may host
graduation

POLICYPERSON

by Brandon Butler
Campus News Editor

Erin Shea/assistant photo editor

Quinn Wilhelmi, executive director of the Roosevelt Institution, discusses the nation’s first
student think tank Monday afternoon on Capitol Hill.

University
officials
said
Wednesday that the Mall area
between 4th Street and 7th Street
in front of Capitol Hill would
be available for the 2006 Commencement ceremony.
National Park Service officials would not comment on the
discussions with the University,
saying only that they are ongoing.
Michael Freedman, GW’s vice
president of communications,
said no final decision has been
made on the site. The University
will be in discussions with the
May 21 event’s contracted vendors to discuss the feasibility of
holding the annual ceremony on
the three-block grassy strip in
front of the Capitol building.
University officials learned in
September that the White House
Ellipse, where Commencement

has been held every year but one
since 1993, would not be available to the University this year
due to construction.
The University has been
planning on alternate sites for
the ceremony since last May and
did a walkthrough of the National Mall site Wednesday.
“It’s a very pretty site,”
Freedman said. “Behind the
main stage would be the Capitol
building, and on the other side is
the Washington Monument.”
But a disadvantage of the
Mall site, Freedman said, is that
some spectators could be sitting
as far as three blocks away from
the main stage. The University
may rent large television screens
to ensure that all attendees could
see the event.
“We would be restricted to
the center section of the Mall,”
Freedman said. “If we do choose
See MALL, p. 3

Diversity stays stable
Sex prof. let
go over grades
by Marissa Levy
Assistant News Editor

Former human sexuality professor Michael Schaffer, who met
with University officials Monday, said they told him he was
dismissed because his course
wasn’t “academically rigorous”
enough for University standards.
Schaffer said Ruth Katz, dean
of the School of Public Health
and Health Services, told him
school officials decided that his
syllabus didn’t meet the academic threshold for a college class.
Last month Schaffer told The

Hatchet he believed he wasn’t
offered a contract to teach at
GW this semester because a female student sharply criticized
his class in a spring 2005 course
evaluation. She threatened to
file a sexual harassment lawsuit
against him and called for his
termination from the University,
Schaffer said.
Schaffer said that there was
little discussion about last semester ’s negative course evaluation in Monday’s meeting, and
that he believed Katz when she
said the academic questions
See SCHAFFER, p. 14

n Minority numbers
remain relatively stagnant over three years
by Josey Bartlett
Hatchet Reporter

Despite the University’s
emphasis on a racially diverse
student body, statistics released
this week show that for the past
three years, undergraduate diversity at GW has been relatively
stagnant, and there are 100 fewer
black students enrolled now than
there were a year ago.
Each year in October GW
compiles admissions statistics
noting each student’s race and
ethnicity, and for the last three
years these numbers have barely

A cinematic capital
n Nicole Kidman will be

on campus to film movie
remake “The Visiting”
by Maura Judkis
Arts Editor

Nicole Kidman is coming to campus
to film a movie – but really, it’s no big
deal. Students might as well shrug their
shoulders and walk away as she films “The
Visiting” at the GW Hospital later this
month – after all, she’s just one in a line of
Hollywood demigods that have used the
sights of the District as a backdrop for their
films.
George Clooney, Tom Cruise, Denzel
Washington, Tom Hanks and Eva Longoria:
all of these stars have beaten her to the
punch. Washingtonians will go on with
their day, unimpressed by this statuesque
blonde gracing D.C. with her presence –
there will be more celebrities to follow, no
doubt.
At least that’s what the D.C. Office

insideopinions

of Motion Picture and TV Development
would like to ensure. Responsible for enticing Hollywood production companies to
use the buildings and streets of D.C. for
their movies, the office handles on-location
needs for productions.
“D.C. is one of the most recognizable
cities in the world,” said Crystal Palmer,
director of the Office of Motion Picture and
TV Development. “We have the technical
base here to handle all forms of production.”
Part of the reason GW was chosen for
“The Visiting,” a remake of “Invasion of the
Body Snatchers,” was because the writer
was familiar with the area. The cast and
crew will be filming at various locations
here for nearly a month.
“We help (the filmmakers) in every
phase – from script, to the location, to when
they arrive and begin shooting,” said David
Cuozzo, production assistant at the Office
of Motion Picture and TV Development.
“We want to help the community as well,
and get them involved. We try to make
See MOVIES, p. 9

Kyle Spector
Column: Dems should give
us the truth in 2008
>> page 4
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budged from 65 percent white, 5
percent Hispanic and 9 percent
Asian. This year, the undergraduate population is 5.2 percent
black (519 students), a decrease
from last year when the campus
was 5.9 percent black (624 students). In 2003 the campus was
5.3 percent black (530 students).
Kathryn Napper, director of
admissions, said her office does
not have a specific percentage
in mind when putting together
each year ’s freshman class but
that ethnicity does play a role in
the admissions process.
“We use race just as we would
geography, special talents, special achievements, legacy, athletes, valedictorians, presidents
of the class and leaders in high
school,” she wrote in an e-mail
this week.

GW specifically uses student
diversity on campus as one of its
selling points to potential undergraduates. The prospective
students Web site boasts that undergraduate diversity is one of
the campus’ main attractions.
Even though the University’s numbers overall have not
changed much, Napper noted
that this year ’s freshman class
is more diverse than last year ’s.
In the freshman class, there are
30 more students enrolled from
minority backgrounds this year
than there were in 2004.
“The numbers increased from
last year, even though the class
size was reduced,” she wrote.
Charles Basden, sophomore
and public relations director for
See RACE, p. 7

FREESTYLE
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Vincent Cambell Jr. free-styles with Benjy Himmelfarb and Q Huynh at the Think
Tank Revolution show Saturday night. See story at www.gwhatchet.com.

Katrina fundraiser
SA helps organize, but
some leaders not pleased
>> page 5
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Volleyball
Team defeats Howard,
improves to 7-10
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