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Conﬁscated
items
Building the University
not returned
by Jenette Axelrod
Senior Staff Writer

The Freemasons, SJT and GW
by Aaron Huertas
Senior Staff Writer
It’s been traced back to orchestrating the Jack the Ripper killings, concealing the true identity
of Jesus’ children and secretly running the world. Closer to home,
this semi-secret organization has
ties to GW and American history
– through University President
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg.
Freemasonry
traces
its
history to medieval European
stonemasons, who worked on
grand cathedrals and other civic
projects and organized themselves
to secure better wages and protect
their craft. But the organization
still exists today with members
from around the world, including
Trachtenberg, who was sworn in
on the same Bible that President
George Washington, also a Mason,
used 200 years earlier for his Oath
of Ofﬁce.
“They sent two husky guys
with the Bible shackled to their
wrists,” Trachtenberg said of the

“I am not, I confess, the
most diligent Mason,
but I go when I can and
speak at events when
they ask me and occasionally write an article
for their magazine.”
STEPHEN JOEL
TRACHTENBERG
UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT

Bible used in his swearing-in ceremony, held in the Smith Center in
the late 1980s. “They thought the
inauguration of a president at GW,
since it was George Washington’s
Bible, made sense and had a certain symmetry.”

Student claims
self-defense
by Katie Rooney
Metro Editor

A GW student is being held
without bond until a Wednesday
court hearing after he struck and
kicked another GW student in the
face during an altercation outside of
a downtown nightclub in the early
hours of Oct. 9.
Junior Chad Harris Dauman,
a transfer student from the State
University of New York-Albany,
was arrested Tuesday night and
charged with assault with a deadly
weapon, which was later changed
to aggravated assault by the U.S.
District Attorney’s Office for D.C.,
for reportedly using his feet to inflict
serious head injuries on another GW
student, identified as senior Akeem
Samuels.
When Metropolitan Police officers arrived at the scene, they found
Samuels unconscious, and the suspect had fled, a police report said.
Witnesses of the beating led police
to Dauman, the report said.
Dauman admitted to police
during an interview that he struck
Samuels but said he “acted in
defense of himself and the woman
that was in his company” when hitting Samuels, who he said followed
him, taunted him and then hit him
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first, the police report said. Dauman
said he struck Samuels “until he
eliminated the threat,” the police
report stated. Dauman’s lawyer
could not be contacted as of press
time.
According to the police report,
the two students were involved in
a verbal argument about football at
the 1700 block of G Street around
2:25 a.m., which resulted in Samuels
being struck repeatedly by Dauman.
When Samuels fell to the ground,
Dauman continued to punch and
kick Samuels in his face and body
until he was unconscious, the report
said.
Samuels was transported to GW
Hospital and admitted to the intensive care unit for sustaining multiple
fractures to his face and a broken
jaw, the police report stated. Tracy
Schario, GW director of media relations, said Thursday she believes
Samuels has regained consciousness and that he is gaining strength,
although he is heavily sedated. She
did not have an update on his condition on Friday. A spokesperson from
GW Hospital refused to comment
on the situation, citing confidentiality. Samuels, a member of the Theta
Delta Chi fraternity, had his 21st
See DAUMAN, p. 6

Trachtenberg, who is now a
33rd degree Mason – the highest
degree in Freemasonry – said that
while he is a member of the organization, he is not an avid participant.
“I am not, I confess, the most
diligent Mason, but I go when I can
and speak at events when they ask
me and occasionally write an article
for their magazine,” Trachtenberg
said.
Upon learning of GW’s ties
to Freemasonry since the school’s
founding, and Masons’ continued support of the University,
Trachtenberg said he was happy to
join the organization.
“I was initially reluctant to get
involved with anything that was
going to consume my time since
I wanted to devote myself fully
to the University that first year,”
Trachtenberg said about joining the
organization the first year he was
president of GW. “When I realized how important they were in

Changes to inspection procedures have left some students
missing their private property and
calling confiscation of prohibited
items unreasonable and invasive.
GW has contracted a private company to conduct health and safety
inspections previously performed
by Community Living and Learning
Center employees.
Last week the University
announced that “highly trained and
experienced professionals” from
HRH Risk Mitigations have already
begun the first of four room inspections to be completed this year.
University officials said inspectors
are required to “immediately confiscate any prohibited items” found
during inspections, and said the
action is needed to keep students
safe. Students are not informed of
the specific times and dates when
their rooms will be searched, and
students do not have to be present
when the searches are conducted in
their rooms.
Students do not have the opportunity to reclaim property that has
been taken from their room, said
Nancy Haaga, director for auxiliary and institutional services, adding that confiscated items are being
donated to D.C. charitable organizations.
“Confiscated prohibited items
will be immediately confiscated and
disposed of via donation to charitable agencies,” Haaga wrote in an

e-mail. “The University has communicated this no return/no reimbursement policy to students and parents
in a variety of ways over the past
several weeks.”
The University released the
name of the private contractor late
Friday, so The Hatchet was unable
to contact HRH over the weekend.
An HRH Web site indicates that
Risk Mitigation provides services
in pre-employment background
screening and investigative services. Residence halls managed by
Ambling are inspected by employees from that company. It is unclear
which residence halls are managed
by Ambling. Matt Lindsay, a spokesperson for the University, said he
did not know which buildings are
Ambling buildings.
Prohibited belongings inspectors are allowed to confiscate include
pets, lofted beds, candles, halogen
lamps, hotplates and toaster ovens
in non-kitchen areas, space heaters, and microwaves or refrigerators not provided by the University.
If inspectors find alcohol, contraband including pocketknives, drugs
or drug paraphernalia, University
Police will be contacted. Lindsay
did not know how many items have
been confiscated.
This year’s inspections are
supervised and managed by the
Office of Risk Management but were
outsourced to a private company
because it would “not be possible to
recruit, hire and train GW employed
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Senior Pops Mensah-Bonsu greets teammate junior Danilo (J.R.) Pinnock Friday night in the
Smith Center during the festivities at Colonial Invasion. See story, p. 12.
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