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Shakour denies charges

INSPIRATIONALSPEECH

n SA president describes sexual
harassment allegations as untrue
by Michael Barnett and Brandon Butler
Hatchet Editors
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The 14th Dalai Lama, the spiritual leader of Tibet, laughs
while being adorned with gifts from supporters at the MCI
Center Sunday afternoon. His Holiness spoke about the importance of compassion. See story, p. 8.

Student Association President Audai Shakour
categorically denied sexual harassment charges
leveled against him last week by a female colleague.
A female SA member alleged that an act of
harassment occurred in Oct. 14, and she filed a
complaint three and a half weeks later on Nov. 7,
Shakour said.
The University Police crime log lists a violation as occurring in Ivory Tower – where Shakour
lives – at an unknown time on Oct. 14. The case
is listed as closed and referred to Student Judicial
Services.
Shakour would not say whether he has attended an SJS hearing, or when upcoming hearings
might be. When a case is listed as closed on the
UPD crime log, it usually denotes that University
investigators have interviewed the alleged parties
involved.
The female complainant, whom The Hatchet
will not identify because she claims to be a victim,
could not be reached for comment. University officials do not comment on pending SJS cases.
Some SA members are questioning Shakour’s
ability to lead, given the allegations surrounding
him and the resignations of four of his top advisers in the last week.
Shakour said the female student’s allegations
are entirely unfounded and do not affect his ability to preside over the SA.
“In the end I will be found exonerated from
these charges,” Shakour, a senior, said Sunday in
an interview.
Shakour said the female colleague only filed
the complaint after the two had a work-related
disagreement and he made a decision she did not
like.

“These are allegations. They are untrue. It is
one of the most unfair things that can happen
to anyone. Anyone can make these allegations,”
Shakour said.
“There’s a story behind this, and in the end I
will be exonerated,” he added.
In the last week, four of Shakour’s top executive advisers have resigned.
Junior Will Donovan, the executive chief
administrative officer, said Nov. 8 his resignation
See SHAKOUR, p. 11
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SA President Audai Shakour, pictured Oct. 17, said
Sunday that allegations of sexually harassing a
colleague are completely untrue.

Who’s reading Org. teaches 15 languages
your proﬁle?
n New student group
ups foreign language
instruction on campus

by Eric Roper
Hatchet Staff Writer

Editor’s note: The article is the
second in a two-part series on who
may be reading students’ Facebook
proﬁles. Part one, which was printed Thursday, can be found in The
Hatchet’s online archive at www.
gwhatchet.com.

With many students revealing
addresses, cell phone numbers,
schedules and sexual preferences on Facebook, they should be
aware that employers, admissions ofﬁces, marketers and even
parents are using the Internet for
investigative purposes.
“We advise students to be
careful about the type of public
information and impression presented about them online since
with the accessibility of technology their data can be shared
globally and out of context,” said
Marva Gumbs Jennings, the director of the GW Career Center.
Some students have already
found out the hard way that they
can be held responsible for what
they say online and what is presented about them online.
At GW, a freshman living in
Thurston Hall, who requested anonymity for fear of incriminating
himself, said he got a call from
his parents this fall after they dis-
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covered his Facebook page had
numerous references to his drinking. The student said his parents
also discovered a Facebook group
dedicated to his habit of drinking
excessively.
“They said that if I don’t clean
up my act they would take me
out of school,” the student said.
“Now I have to monitor my Facebook proﬁle so that I don’t compromise my academic career.”
And it’s not just parents
checking online for information
about students.
Robin Raskin, former editor of
PC Magazine, told The Hatchet,
“I know that college admissions
ofﬁces and high school guidence
counselors are Googling kids. It’s
not a policy, but I know that it
is done.” And with the addition
of high school students to Facebook’s network, it may just be a
matter of time before admissions
ofﬁces use the site to research
prospective students.
Raskin also said she knows of
employers who use the Facebook
to recruit workers, adding that
her own son was contacted by an
employer claiming to be an alumnus of his university.
“It’s dishonest advertising and
dishonest recruitment,” Raskin
said. Raskin also mentioned that
See FACEBOOK, p. 11

French connection
Students with ties to
France reﬂect on riots
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by Andrew Breza
Hatchet Reporter
Senior Andrew Brown speaks
12 different languages, and he’s
bringing his passion for foreign
tongues to the GW community
with the foundation of a new stu-

dent organization.
In September, Brown founded
Global Languages, a group dedicated to holding free languages classes on campus. For more
than a month, Brown and a team
of language-proficient student
instructors have been holding
weekly classes in more than 15
languages.
“I am passionate about foreign languages and cultures. I
wanted to give GW students, staff
and faculty the opportunity to

Ben Solomon/Hatchet photographer

Junior Nikoleta Tzaseros, whose parents were immigrants from Greece,
and senior Daniela Carcani, who lived in Greece for seven years, teach
modern Greek in the Marvin Center on Fridays at 1 p.m.
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become interested in international
languages and cultures as well,”
Brown wrote in an e-mail last
week.
Global Languages offers 25
basic-language courses a week,
in Spanish, Russian, Portuguese,
Italian, Arabic, French, Hindi,
German, Farsi, Czech, Turkish,
Japanese, Greek, Korean, Chinese,
Swahili and Swedish. The organization also offers more advanced
classes in French, Spanish and
Farsi.
Brown said within the group’s
first five weeks, the number of
classes offered jumped fivefold. The number of students
who attend each class fluctuates
weekly, but Brown added that “as
word continues to spread about
the organization, the attendance
and interest for the lessons grow
increasingly by the week.”
“By offering free lessons,
Global Languages will help its
students see far beyond the ‘language requirement’ and put it to a
practical, cultural use from which
they can truly benefit,” he said.
GW language departments
have had a difficult time accommodating students in a limited
number of University courses.
In September, Gregory Ludlow,
chair of GW’s Romance, Slavic
and German languages department, told The Hatchet that his
department would like to expand
the number of classes offered each
semester but is unable to do so
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See LANGUAGES, p. 11
Science
Discipline faces lack of
interest in United States
>> page 9

