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GW to obtain site Three signatures spare

Shakour impeachment

n Univ. will soon ﬁnalize deal
with School Without Walls
by Prerna Rao
Hatchet Reporter

by Andrew Ramanos
Hatchet Reporter

Following about 10 years of negotiations, GW and the School Without Walls
will sign a finalized deal within the next
few weeks that solidifies the University’s
purchase of the parking lot adjacent
to the high school, University officials
said.
Louis Katz, GW’s executive vice
president and treasurer, said in an interview last week that a finalized deal will
be signed “any time now,” and then
architects can begin to plan construction
for the lot. GW plans to build a 500-bed,
apartment-style dormitory in place of
the tennis courts and parking lot located
next to the high school at 2130 G St. GW
already owns the tennis courts.
“It’s still going to take a while, but
the next step is the formal signing,” Katz
said.
In exchange for the land, the
University will pay the city about $12
million – the 122,000-square-foot sale
was priced at $93.75 per square foot
– that will be used to renovate and modernize the School Without Walls, GW
Senior Counsel Charles Barber said.
Barber said it will take an estimated
six months for the approval for construction to go through, and two years to
construct the dorm.
“We are looking at about four to five
years,” Barber said. Katz said GW hopes
to have the residence hall completed by
fall 2009.
GW and the D.C. Public School system, under the D.C. Board of Education,
signed a memorandum of understanding
this summer outlining the specifics of the
plan, Board of Education officials said.
Barber said the D.C. Board of Education
and GW’s Board of Trustees are working
on setting a time for the deal’s signing

Student Association President Audai
Shakour narrowly escaped impeachment
at Tuesday night’s SA Senate meeting in the
Marvin Center.
Despite Sen. Chris Rotella (CCAS-U), a
sophomore, drafting a document outlining 11
reasons to impeach Shakour, not enough senators supported the document for the charges to
be carried out.
For Shakour to have been impeached by the
Senate, 10 senators would have had to sign the
document; Rotella said seven signed. Senators
held an executive session in which they discussed the impeachment without the presence
of members of the press.
Shakour, a senior, spent more than two
hours reading a prepared speech and answering
questions from senators in an emotion-charged
SA meeting, which attracted a higher-than-average audience to the fourth floor of the Marvin
Center. Shakour continued to call the sexual
harassment allegations leveled against him by a
female colleague untrue.
“The impeachment (legislation) is unfortunate, but I don’t feel I did anything out of the
bylaws,” Shakour said during the question-andanswer session.
“When impeachment comes, we will deal
with it,” Shakour said during the session, which
occurred before it became apparent that Rotella
could not muster enough votes for Shakour’s
impeachment. “I believe impeachment is another storm we can weather.”
Ten signatures would begin a process in
which Shakour would defend himself against
impeachment charges in a formal hearing presided over by the chief of the SA Student Court,
Katherine Baxter, a graduate student. After
the hearing, if two-thirds of the Senate found
Shakour guilty of any one of the charges, he
would be removed from office.
Senators who signed the document include
Rotella, senior Ben Traverse (CCAS-U), sopho-
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GW and the School Without Walls will sign
a deal solidifying the University’s purchase
of the parking lot next to the high school.
ceremony.
Both parties are in the process of
selecting architects for their respective
projects, and Katz said that both the
renovations to the high school and the
construction of the dormitory can be
done simultaneously. Katz said that the
University is working closely with the
D.C. Office of Planning to choose an
architect for the dorm project.
“There’s enormous support at all levels to make this happen,” Katz said. “It’s
good for everyone.”
Barber said that after the architects
and designs are chosen, the next step is
to file an application to the D.C. Zoning
Commission, and it can take from nine
months up to a year to review the plan.
Other factors could delay the process as
See SCHOOL, p. 10

more Casey Rose (CCAS-U), sophomore Marc
Abanto (CCAS-U), sophomore Nick D’Addario
(CCAS-U) and first year non-voting freshman
senator Nicole Capp. One other senator also
signed the document but was unavailable for
comment.
While 11 total articles of impeachment were
outlined in the document, Shakour said neither
sexual harassment charges nor any of the other
articles of impeachment warrant removal from
office.
Rotella added that if Shakour is found
guilty of sexual harassment by Student Judicial
Services, the minimum University sanction for
the charge is disciplinary probation. If Shakour is
See IMPEACHMENT, p. 10
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SA President Audai Shakour awaits questions from the SA Senate during a meeting
Tuesday night in the Marvin Center. Shakour narrowly escaped impeachment from
the Senate.

Escorts and antis

n Abortion rights
group shields clinic
patrons from protests
by Jayme Schomann
Hatchet Reporter
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Anti-abortion activists stand outside the Planned Parenthood clinic
on 1108 16th St. N.W. while abortion rights escorts comfort patients
as they enter and leave the facility.
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It’s 11 a.m. on a Saturday outside
Planned Parenthood of Metropolitan
Washington at 16th and L streets in
Northwest. Two groups stand outside, their ideologies diametrically
opposed.
In a prayer circle of about 15
people on the tiny lawn in front of
the clinic, two anti-abortion protesters kneel at both sides of a sidewalk
leading to the clinic’s entrance, holding rosaries and praying silently.
Other protesters, calling themselves
“sidewalk counselors,” are standing
with pamphlets, following clinicgoers to the door of the building,
trying to hand them literature.
A man in a flannel shirt paces
around, smiling, making small talk
and singing prayers. Individuals in
the circle take turns reading from a
book of prayers, and then they recite
the biblical prayers in unison.
By the same lawn, a group of
five young adults wear orange vests
over their clothing with black letters
reading “Pro-Choice Clinic Escort.”
They wait along the main sidewalk

insideopinions

to assist people as they enter the
clinic, ready to shield them from the
onlooking protesters.
There is no way of knowing
what services someone approaching
the clinic is going in for, so sidewalk
counselors and escorts walk alongside everyone entering the clinic,
trying to do their separate jobs and

fulfill their different missions.
“I feel like I’m getting an abortion,” a patient said inside the clinic.
“I just want birth control.”
GW junior Amanda Bates, who
regularly acts as an escort at the
clinic, explained her role.
See ESCORT, p. 6
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Junior Amanda Bates stands outside the Planned Parenthood clinic
waiting for patients to shield them from so-called “antis,” or antiabortion activists.
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