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When football was king

Courtesy University Archives
Colonials football players Bob Jewett and Francis Ghasom practice 
near the National Mall in 1958.

by Zach Ahmad
Senior Staff Writer

 Tucked away in a file cabinet 
on the top floor of Gelman Library 
is an old GW brochure that pre-
views the 1965 football season. 
Trumpeting the team’s depth and 
the leadership of head coach Jim 
Camp, the leaflet boasts that the 
Colonials are a team on the rise 
and “the football outlook at GW is 
bright.”
 As with a costly fourth-quar-
ter fumble, that outlook changed 

quickly. That season would turn 
out to be the second to last for 
the Colonials. Just more than a 
year later, Camp would resign due 
to uncertainty about the football 
program at GW. The program was 
officially axed one month later.
 It’s a part of GW history that 
many lament, and others are 
unaware of entirely. Though you 
won’t find much evidence of it 
today, there was a time years ago 
when a healthy GW football team 
was a central part of student life.
 Throughout the early half of 
the 20th century, the Colonials 
were one of the marquee teams in 
the Southern Conference, compil-
ing several winning records and 
producing three All-Americans, 
a conference coach of the year 
and a handful of National Football 

League players. The team even 
won a bowl game in 1956.
 Today, football at GW is noth-
ing more than a memory. The only 
reminders are a lone champion-
ship banner in the Smith Center, 
a few stray photographs in the 
Hippodrome and a rack of tongue-
in-cheek T-shirts in the campus 
bookstore that read “GW Football: 
Undefeated.”
 The absence of a football team 
has been a common bone of con-
tention for some students. Given 
football’s traditional role as a ral-
lying agent for school spirit, many 
wonder if GW is leaving out a 
key part of the college experience. 
Officials point out that there’s 
more to the picture than they may 

See FOOTBALL, p. 7

n Finances fueled 
team’s demise in the 
1960s

by Katie Rooney
Metro Editor

D.C. resident Kenneth Wyban said 
that five years ago, he thought his 
“blighted neighborhood” near South-
east along the Anacostia River by the 
Navy Yard was headed for a turn-
around. But now his community is ap-
proaching nonexistence.

Wyban, a retired Army officer, is 
one of 16 property owners whose land 
was seized by the D.C. government 
through an eminent domain clause in 
late October because it falls within the 
slotted boundaries of the proposed sta-
dium for the Washington Nationals. 

He and other area residents, who 
had been trying to avoid being forced 
out of their homes and businesses, 
have less than 90 days to vacate their 
properties, and they’ll have to settle 
payment disputes in court. In an area 
with few residents to begin with, the 
stadium will wipe out any type of com-
munity that existed in the quadrant’s 
South Capitol Street Corridor.

Wyban said that in 2000, D.C. May-
or Anthony Williams and D.C. congres-
sional delegate Eleanor Norton Holmes 

presented 
the idea 
of the 
A n a c o s -

tia Waterfront Initiative to residents 
in his area. The 20-year, multibillion-
dollar plan is meant to create vibrant 
neighborhoods, parks, trails and cul-
tural amenities on industrial, ignored 
or underused land along the eight-mile 
waterfront stretch. Wyban said he and 

other community members were excit-
ed about the development that would 
be cropping up around them. He lik-
ened the plan to Baltimore’s Inner Har-
bor – but then came baseball.

“We were going to grow with the 
neighborhood,” he said. “But now we 
are getting kicked out.”

Construction is likely all that will 
be going on in this Southeast commu-
nity for a while. Bulldozers and cement 
trucks already line the river at the end 
of Half Street at the intersection of Po-
tomac Avenue as part of the Anacostia 
Waterfront Initiative; the city hopes to 
break ground on the new stadium – 
which will knock down residences and 
businesses that have been around for 

decades – in April 2006.
Williams believes 

that the stadium, in ad-
dition to the Anacostia 
Waterfront Initiative, 
will expand the econom-
ic success of downtown 
D.C. to the outskirts of 
the city. The $535 mil-
lion, publicly financed, 
41,000-seat stadium is 
scheduled to open March 
2008.

“The creation of the 
stadium will generate 
millions of dollars in 
new tax revenue and 
spark an exciting renais-

sance along the Anacostia, turning it 
from a wasteland of warehouses and 
deserted streets to a bustling, exciting 
corner of the city,” Williams said in a 
news release earlier this month.

While the construction may bring 
about a better neighborhood for future 
residents, those who have lived in the 
area most of their lives stand to lose 
everything.

Rosa Davis, a 90-year-old resident 
who has rented an apartment at Half 
and N streets for half a century, said 
she’s unsure about what she is going 
to do or where she is going to live once 
she is forced out in late January.

“I don’t have nowhere to go. I don’t 
have nobody to help. I just go one day 
to another,” she said. “Rent is high for 
me because I’m just all by myself.”

The community is located in the 
District’s Ward 6, which, according 
to the 2000 U.S. Census, is 63 percent 
black and has 21 percent of its citizens 
living below the poverty level.

Michael Johnson, who used to live 
down the street from Davis with his 
parents, has clear resentment toward 
the city for building the stadium in the 
area. 

“(Screw) that baseball team. We are 
a nice community. We stick together. 
We cook out and we enjoy ourselves, 
but my father couldn’t even do his    

Bottom of the 9th
n Community members 
must leave in 90 days to 
make way for stadium

Justin Roberts/Hatchet photographer
Residents near the Navy Yard in Southeast D.C. gather in a park to watch 
the Redskins game Sunday. With less than 90 days to vacate their houses 
because of the construction of the new baseball stadium, their Sunday ritual 
will no longer be possible.

David Ediger/Hatchet photographer
Student Association President Audai Shakour walks 
into his Student Judicial Services hearing in Fulbright 
Hall Friday afternoon alongside his advisers, law stu-
dents Eric Koester (center) and Jason Stone (right).

Justin Roberts/Hatchet photographer
City planners hope to have the new baseball sta-
dium facing northeast, toward the U.S. Capitol.

Female claims 
sexual assault 

by Michael Barnett 
Editor in Chief

The female student bringing charges against Student 
Association President Audai Shakour alleges that he sex-
ually harassed and sexually assaulted her, The Hatchet 
has learned. 

Shakour, under siege from senators mulling im-
peachment for alleged actions mostly unrelated to the 
allegations leveled against him by the female student, 
did not mention the sexual assault allegations to senators 
and other students at a Senate meeting Nov. 15. He also 
did not bring up the sexual assault allegations in an inter-
view with The Hatchet last weekend. Four of Shakour’s 
advisers have resigned in the last two weeks, a move 
some SA members have partly attributed to the female’s 
allegations.  

Shakour, who vehemently denied the sexual harass-
ment allegations last weekend, would not comment on 
the sexual assault allegations. The female complainant, 
whom Shakour, a senior, described last weekend as an 
SA colleague, did not comment. The Hatchet is withhold-
ing her identity because she claims to be a victim.

A University employee said the female claimed in a 
report of the alleged incident that “forcible fondling” and 
“touching” were involved. The female also contacted the 
University’s Sexual Assault Crisis Consultation Team to 
discuss the situation, said the employee, who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity because University officials 
are not supposed to comment on cases pending with Stu-
dent Judicial Services.

“There are serious confidentiality concerns and I can’t 
provide any more specific information in sexual assault 
cases, than the general information listed in the crime 
log,” University Police Chief Dolores Stafford wrote in an 
e-mail earlier this week. “I can’t jeopardize the confiden-
tiality of any (alleged) sexual assault victim.”

The UPD crime log originally stated that the female 
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D.C. Neighborhoods
an ongoing series


