
by Leah Carliner
Hatchet Staff Writer

They may not be the best athletes or have the big-
gest muscles, but some members of GW’s Computer 
Science Department could hold the keys to the gold 
medal for the U.S. Olympic swimming team. 

Professor James Hahn, chair of the Computer Sci-
ence Department, along with graduate students Samir 
Roy and Jean Honorio, have developed a software 
program that can capture a swimmer’s movement un-
derwater in three dimensions. This software will allow 
swimmers and their coaches to closely observe every 
motion made underwater in order to improve strokes. 

Hahn said the software was developed specifically 
for the U.S. Olympic swimming team because they 
have been the primary source of data and funding. 

The group recently finished the delivery of the pro-
totype and is now waiting for feedback from the U.S. 
Olympic swimming team to put the finishing touches 
on the final product.

“(This) software will take swimming video analy-
sis to an entirely new level,” said Russell Mark, a bio-
mechanics coordinator for the USA Swimming-Na-
tional Team Division who has been working closely 
with the GW group, in an e-mail. “Software that is 
currently available is capable of performing (two-di-
mensional) video analysis (using video that can be 
taken with a regular video camera). (This) software                          

by Brandon Butler
Campus News Editor

It begins again. 
With the Student Association 

elections more than five weeks away, 
seven students have announced they 
will be seeking to run for president 
in early March.

The group includes those who 
call themselves SA outsiders, veteran 
members of the SA, former senators, 
current senators and members of the 
executive branch. The diverse group 
of students running for office may 
not agree on much, but they all said 
they are running to serve students. 

SA presidential candidates 
include the SA’s executive vice 
president, Morgan Corr, a junior; 
sophomore Sen. Nick D’Addario 
(CCAS-U); Cherry Tree year-
book Editor in Chief Caitlin Bevin 

Doherty, a junior; Nate Hayward, a 
junior and director of the Multicul-
tural Greek Council; SA Vice Presi-
dent of Public Affairs sophomore 
Casey Pond; 2005 Colonial Cabinet 
member sophomore Robert Ryan 
Sangster; and junior Lamar Thorpe, 
a member of the Joint Committee of 
Faculty and Students, who ran last 
year.

More candidates may announce 
that they’re running in the coming 

by Katie Rooney
Metro Editor

Students will not receive their 
housing lottery numbers this year 
based on the number of academic 
credits they have. They’ll instead be 
issued numbers based on their class 
and will select from a pool of dormi-
tories specifically designated for cer-
tain classes.

Seth Weinshel, director of cam-
pus housing, said the Community 
Living and Learning Center is trying 
to change residential life at GW by 
making dormitories more distinctly 
separated by class. 

Weinshel said the changes to the 
housing selection process are being 
made after hearing complaints from 
students last year about the old pro-
cess and getting input from the Resi-
dence Hall Association.

“We listened to what students 
were telling us,” he said. “There was 
this issue of students wanting to live 
with their same class, and housing 

selection will be done much more 
based on peers and not based on 
credits.”

Rising fourth-year students at 
GW will be able to select from Ivo-
ry Tower, 1959 E Street, The Aston, 

Guthridge Hall and all single rooms 
with kitchens on campus.

Rising third-year students will 
choose from City Hall, New Hall,   
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Jeff Baum/senior staff photographer
Senior Omar Williams follows up a miss with an emphatic 
dunk during GW’s 83-69 win over Charlotte Saturday in North 
Carolina. GW is off to its second-best start in school history. 
See story, page 12.

OMAR’SUPS CLLC makes big changes
n Lottery numbers 
and dorms to be 
divided by class

Ben Solomon/assistant photo editor
Sophomores Austin Hoffman, Matt Paul, Seth Rodin and Tim Strickler 
lounge around their Ivory Tower room Sunday.  With the new housing 
policy, only senior lottery numbers can obtain rooms in Ivory Tower.
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SA has seven pres. hopefuls
n Seven toss names 
into SA presidential 
race so far
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Programming for the gold

Sam Sherraden/photo editor
Computer science students Samir Roy and Jean 
Honorio are working with the U.S. Olympic Swimming 
Team.

n GW graduate students team up 
with U.S. Olympic swim team

Panhellenic to 
pick from three

by Rony Rothken 
Hatchet Staff Writer

The Panhellenic Association, 
the group that oversees the eight 
sororities on campus, announced 
Saturday the three organizations 
that are finalists to become GW’s 
newest sorority. 

The three finalists are Kappa 
Alpha Theta, Pi Beta Phi and Chi 
Omega. These organizations were 
chosen from the 15 national Greek-
letter organizations that applied. 
The Panhellenic Association’s Stu-
dent Activities Commission will 
have oversight in choosing the one 
sorority that will be welcomed to 
campus in a few months. 

“I am extremely pleased with 
the selection as all three chapters 
would bring a valuable presence 
to this campus,” said junior April 
Black, president of the Panhellenic 
Association. 

The GW Panhellenic Extension 
Committee, made up of one repre-
sentative from each sorority chap-
ter, met Friday night and narrowed 
the field to three finalists. Black said 
adding another sorority to campus 
will further diversify and strength-
en the existing Greek-letter com-
munity under the jurisdiction of 
the Panhellenic Association and the 
Interfraternity Council, which has 

eight sororities and 12 fraternities. 
In November, the Panhellenic 

Association voted to expand and 
began accepting applications from 
sororities. The national Panhellenic 
Conference represents the 26 na-
tional sororities; of the 18 sororities 
who do not yet have a chapter at 
GW, 16 organizations inquired and 
15 applied, said Dean Harwood, 
Student Activities Center assistant 
director of Greek life. 

“There is a lot of interest in GW 
and Greek groups see it as a good 
place to be,” Harwood said of the 
number of organizations that ap-
plied to open a chapter at GW. 

Numerous factors are taken 
into account when deciding which 
organization to invite to join the 
GW community, Harwood said, in-
cluding the strength of the national 
organization and any history the 
organization has at GW. 

The three finalist sororities 
will be invited to make formal pre-
sentations in late February. After-
wards, the groups will give open 
presentations with national offi-
cers and headquarters staff, where 
the entire GW community will be 
welcome. The Panhellenic Exten-
sion Committee will make a final                            
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