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Developer buys Allen Lee

n Company paid $3.6
million in November for
F Street hotel
by Michael Boyd
Hatchet Staff Writer
Despite being sold in November, the Allen Lee Hotel on
23rd and F streets will continue
to operate as it has for the past
100 years until late 2008.
At the end of last year, the
quirky, run-down and relatively
inexpensive hotel was sold to
Abdo Development, a prominent D.C. construction and development company, for about
$3.6 million. Jim Abdo, president
of Abdo Development, said his
company contracted a three-year
management agreement that allows prior management to continue to run the hotel as it did
under previous ownership, until
Abdo can decide what to do with
the property.
“This agreement gives (the
prior manager) significant autonomy on the day-to-day operations,” Abdo said.
The five-story white brick
building is currently closed, and
former residents have temporarily moved out because the hotel
will be undergoing renovations,
Abdo said. Abdo said he is not
sure how he will develop the
building after the three-year
agreement is up, but added that
he could not miss out on buying
the property.
“It was a great opportunity
to purchase a wonderful asset
and allow prior management to

continue until we make a determination at the end of the contract on what direction we’d like
to take,” Abdo said. “It’s a great
hotel site.”
Abdo Development, started
10 years ago, has completed
more than 30 projects in the D.C.
area and is known for transforming historical buildings into luxurious condominiums and lofts.
Abdo is working on several projects throughout the area, including in Logan Circle, Capitol Hill
and Arlington, Va. Abdo Development also recently restored
five historical buildings in the
West End.
In the past, GW has tried to
purchase the Allen Lee from its
former owner to use it for campus development. In late 2003,
GW Executive Vice President
and Treasurer Lou Katz said the
University would always be interested in buying the property
because it is on a block where
GW already owns buildings, including several townhouses. He
said at that time, however, that
GW has not made an offer since
the mid-1990s.
“They know if they want to
sell it they should come to us,”
Katz told The Hatchet in 2003.
“We have not gone to them.”
Sherry Rutherford, GW’s
chief of staff in the Office of
Business and Operations, said
this week that GW “had not been
actively pursuing the property.”
Abdo said that he did not speak
to GW during the process of purchasing the Allen Lee.
If Abdo does decide to change
See ALLEN, p. 3

by Rony Rothken
Hatchet Staff Writer
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Wilder Comez Medina, a contracted carpenter, carries trash out of
the Allen Lee Hotel Wednesday evening. The building, located at 23rd
and F streets, was sold to Abdo Development for $3.6 million.

by Andrew Alberg
Hatchet Staff Writer
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Kalorama resident Trish Vradenburg stands near two paintings she had commissioned that make
fun of her Republican husband. Like many residents of Kalorama, the Vradenburgs are heavily
involved in politics. See story, part of The Hatchet’s ongoing neighborhoods series, page 6.
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Longtime hoops
fans get salvation
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The University announced
Wednesday that the Pi Kappa Alpha and Sigma Nu fraternities will
be receiving University-owned
townhouses in the fall, replacing the
Kappa Sigma and Phi Kappa Psi fraternities.
The Student Activities Center,
which works with other University
ofﬁces to determine which Greekletter organizations receive townhouses, said the process is aimed at
identifying the best groups to live in
GW-owned buildings.
“Over the past few years, GW has
made a major commitment to housing for fraternities and sororities,”
SAC Assistant Director Dean Harwood said. “As part of that effort, the
University is committed to providing
the privilege of University-owned
townhouses to the top-performing
fraternity and sorority chapters.
“That philosophy has guided the
allocation process,” said Harwood in
an e-mail this week.
The Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity
will be moving into the Pi Kappa
Psi house on Townhouse Row, located on 23rd Street between F and
G streets across from Ivory Tower.
The Sigma Nu fraternity will move
into the house currently occupied by

There are a few names that all
hardcore GW men’s basketball fans
know: Red, Karl, Shawnta, Yinka,
Pops and Herve.
Steve “Herve” Hadley, a 1994
graduate, and fellow GW basketball devotees on the message board
GWHoops.com know the players
and coaches better than almost anyone else. Hadley started the site in
1996 when he became displeased
with the only other site devoted to
the Colonials.
Hadley, who uses the username
“Herve” on the site, said GWHoops.
com has seen activity grow about 15
percent each year since its inception.
With GW being ranked all season, activity on the site has jumped
300 percent this year. The team is
currently No. 10 in both The Associated Press and ESPN/USA Today
polls.
Hadley said frequent posters on
GWHoops are cautiously optimistic and rational about the Colonials’
postseason prospects.
“GW basketball fans are a niche
community of which I’ve seen little
growth over the last 10 years,” Hadley said. “I think that’s what people
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like, the fact that it’s a diamond in
the rough. People hope they don’t
get ‘discovered’ but at the same time
want more coverage. I think people
like to think about it as something of
their own, and that’s kind of what
draws it to me in some sense.”
Diehard GW fans span a variety of forms, from a recent graduate
who used the team as a way of bonding with his peers to a retired professor who has been following the team
with his family for half a century.
Like many close-knit groups, they
grew close through their shared suffering and have learned to savor every success – however small – their
beloved Colonials achieve.
2004 graduate Josh Schwarfberg’s short fandom has been a roller
coaster ride of sorts, from the ﬁring
of former head coach Tom Penders
amid scandal in 2001 to the Colonials recent top-10 ranking for the
ﬁrst time since 1956.
One of the few fans who remembers that season is professor emeritus of statistics Arthur Kirsch. Kirsch
grew up near Dupont Circle in the
1940s and ﬁrst started following the
team when his brother, a football
player at GW, took him to games
See RANKINGS, p. 14
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