
by Ryan Holeywell
Senior News Editor

William Frawley, dean of the 
Columbian College of Arts and Sci-
ences, was named president of the 
University of Mary Washington Fri-
day. He was one of three finalists for 
the presidency of the Fredericksburg, 
Va., school. 

“It is a great honor to be en-
trusted with the leadership of this 
fine institution,” Frawley said in a 
statement released Friday by the 
University of Mary Washington. “I 
am very fortunate to become part 
of its century of tradition and espe-
cially to be able work with UMW’s 
accomplished faculty, students and 
staff; the engaged and helpful com-
munity of Fredericksburg and the 
region; and UMW’s thoughtful and 
dedicated Board of Visitors. Togeth-
er we will move forward into Mary 
Washington’s next century of excel-
lence.”

Frawley will be formally wel-
comed to the school’s campus on 
Monday. He will finish the spring 
2006 semester and aid Donald 
Lehman, executive vice president 
for Academic Affairs, in finding his 
replacement. He is expected to begin 
his new duties as UMW president on 
July 1, according to the UMW state-
ment.

Frawley joins Michael Young, 
former head of the GW Law School, 
as a University dean who recently 
ascended to a college presidency. 

by Malak Hamwi
Hatchet Staff Writer

 A woman is hit by a car and 
paralyzed from the neck down, 
but her brain remains intact. 
Another woman has a healthy 
body, but is rendered brain dead 
by a separate accident. If the 
healthy mind of the first is trans-
planted into the healthy body of 
the second, who is the person?
 The question is not your typi-
cal chicken-or-the-egg debate, but 
members of GW’s High School 
Philosophy Seminar want their 
teenage students to think about 
larger issues. Friday afternoon’s 
discussion at H-B Woodlawn 
High School in Arlington, Va., 
was about identity.
 “If something not you is in 
you, is it you?” asked high school 
sophomore Elizabeth Mearing in 
response to the transplant sce-
nario. 
 Four high school students 

and three HSPS members sat in a 
circle after school to discuss the 
matter at length. Tenth-grader 
Max Bolte, a newcomer to the 
seminar, rephrased his class-
mate’s question.   
 “Can God heat a burrito so 
hot that he can’t eat it?” Bolte 
proposed to the group. Everyone 
laughed.  
 HSPS is a 15-member orga-
nization, led entirely by under-
graduate students, that brings 
philosophical discussions to 
high school students in the met-
ropolitan area. The group is the 
brainchild of roommates David 
Backer and Steve Wood. Backer 
and Wood, both senior philoso-
phy majors, began formulating 
the idea during the spring of 
their sophomore year. 
 “I was frustrated by my high 
school education,” said Wood, 
who attended public school near 
Boston. “I was sick of just memo-
rizing facts.” 
 Backer and Wood said they 
believe that the critical thinking 
skills taught in college philoso-
phy courses are useful for high 
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The school of thought
n Students visit area 
high schools to talk 
philosophy
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Senior Steve Wood (right) leads a philosophical 
discussion Friday at H-B Woodlawn High School 
in Arlington, Va. GW’s High School Philosophy 
Seminar visits local high schools each week.
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Helen Li and Sue-Ling Li attend the Chinese New Year Global Gala in the District’s Chinatown 
Sunday afternoon.  The sisters dressed as dogs to symbolize the Chinese year of the dog that 
started Jan. 26.  

DOGDAYS GW endowment 
grows 12 percent

by Kyle Fishburn
Hatchet Staff Writer

GW’s endowment grew 12.2 
percent over the last fiscal year, 
slightly more than the national av-
erage, according to a report released 
late last month by the National As-
sociation of College and University 
Business Officers.

The market value of GW’s en-
dowment – which consists of gifts 
to the University from individual, 
corporate and non-profit donors 
and is mostly invested in financial 
markets – reached an all-time high 
of $823 million for the fiscal year 
that ended June 30, 2005.

The figure is up from $733 mil-
lion on that date a year ago, giving 
GW the largest endowment among 
D.C. universities. The national av-
erage increase for university en-
dowments this fiscal year was 9.3 
percent, down from 15.1 percent in 
fiscal year 2004.  GW’s endowment 
decreased significantly in 2000 with 
the downturn in the economy, but 
has steadily made gains since then.   

According to the report, a vol-
untary survey of the endowment 
returns of the nation’s universities, 
GW ranks 69th out of 746 schools; 
Harvard University ranks first, 
boasting an endowment exceed-
ing $25.5 billion, which is about 
the same as Syria’s gross domestic 
product.

University President Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg said he is pleased 
with GW’s endowment returns for 
the past fiscal year but has greater 
goals for future endowment values. 
GW’s endowment has doubled over 
the last 10 years and grown fivefold 
over the past two decades.

“It can only do good,” Trachten-
berg said, referring to GW’s largest 
endowment to date. “My goal is to 
see if we can take it over a billion 

dollars in the next years, but it’s all 
good news.” Fifty-six respondents 
to the survey had endowments ex-
ceeding $1 billion.

Executive Vice President and 
Treasurer Louis Katz said it was a 
“good year” for the University’s fi-
nancial portfolio.

“It was a positive market, and 
we did better than the market,” Katz 
said. “The more endowment money 
you have the more you can realis-
tically get in the spending policy. 
The bigger the endowment the bet-
ter because it means more support 
throughout the entire University.”

Other GW administrators credit 
the increase to thorough oversight 
and key departmental improve-
ments within the University.

“The reason GW’s endowment 
was so successful was because of 
our sound management,” said Scott 
Morey, GW’s executive director of 
Alumni Programs.

Morey cited GW’s recent man-
agement changes, including the 
creation of a separate endowment 
management investment office; and 
the installation of Don Lindsey, who 
has 18 years of endowment man-
agement experience, as GW’s chief 
investment officer in 2003.

A university endowment is 
typically funded through contribu-
tions of all ranges from alumni, lo-
cal interest groups and other friends 
of the university. Departments such 
as GW’s Advancement Division 
and Alumni Programs seek and 
strengthen relationships with those 
they see as potential contributors.

“We are happy with the suc-
cess of the endowment thus far,” 
Morey said. “But we’ll continue to 
make improvements and seek new 
relationships until all the alumni 
contribute.”
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Lawrence Wilkerson, former Secretary of 
State Colin Powell’s former chief of staff, 
now teaches a senior seminar at GW. See 
story, p. 5.
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