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Board ups tuition
3.9 percent

SNOWDAY

by Brandon Butler
Campus News Editor

Nick Gingold/Hatchet photographer

Scarlett Jones, 4, enjoys the freshly fallen snow Sunday while on a weekend trip with her family from Columbia, S.C. As of Sunday afternoon Washington had recieved about eight inches of
snow, and some areas surrounding the city received more than 14 inches.

The GW Board of Trustees
voted Friday to raise tuition for
the 2006-2007 academic year, in
the lowest percentage increase
in more than two decades. Although the percentage increase
may be small historically, it will
still make GW one of the most
expensive schools in the country
next year.
At its winter meeting Friday
in 1957 E Street, the Board of
Trustees raised tuition for undergraduate students by 3.9 percent.
The change will apply to the incoming freshman class and transfer students, who will be paying
$37,790 as part of a fixed-tuition
plan.
Students in the class of 2007,
the last undergraduate class to
remain on the traditional tuition
plan, will each pay $33,590 in tuition next year – also an increase
of 3.9 percent. GW has raised the
tuition every year since at least
1990.

University President Stephen
Joel Trachtenberg said it is important to recognize that the increase was modest.
“We conscientiously made
this figure,” Trachtenberg told
The Hatcher after Friday’s board
meeting.
Last year the 35-member
body board raised tuition by 5
percent.
A 1.7 increase in the cost of
housing was also announced at
the meeting. Next year all GW
students will be paying in excess
of $40,000 to attend the University, with inclusion of housing and
food allowance.
Trachtenberg attributed the
relatively low tuition increase to
the growth of the University’s
endowment, which consists of
gifts to the University from individual, corporate and non-profit
donors and is mostly invested in
financial markets. The endowment grew by 12.2 percent to
an all-time high of $823 million
See TUITION, p. 10

Coulter plays to
packed crowd
by Kyle Fishburn
Hatchet Staff Writer

Conservative author, lecturer
and television personality Ann
Coulter described Islam as a “carburning cult” in her speech to the
GW College Republicans in the
Marvin Center Friday.
Coulter, a former corporate
and public interest lawyer and
ex-Washington
congressional
aide, is widely known for her
rabble-rousing commentary and
outspoken criticism of the Democratic Party and liberals. Friday
night’s speech was no different,
as she lampooned all liberals as
“the bad element” and contrasted
them with conservatives.
The best-selling author of
books such as “How to Talk to a
Liberal (If You Must)” attacked
the left for “making their number
one issue gay marriage” and for
protecting “the choice to stick a
fork in a baby’s head.” Coulter
also described The New York
Times as a “treasonous liberal”
publication for its reporting on
the National Security Agency’s wiretaps over the last few
months.
Throughout her speech, Coulter referred to several of her favorite Democratic and liberal targets, including Republican critic
and ﬁlmmaker Michael Moore
and Sens. John Kerry and Ted
Kennedy, both of Massachusetts.
While Coulter was welcomed
with laughs and cheers by students inside the packed Continental Ballroom on the third ﬂoor
of the Marvin Center, she was not
as well-received by a group of
GW students protesting outside
of the Marvin Center. At least

ﬁve student protesters scrambled
onto the third ﬂoor and outside of
the ballroom where the event was
taking place, but were quickly escorted off the ﬂoor by University
Police after chanting obscenities
about Coulter. About 350 people
attended the event, College Republican leaders said.
While a small handful of liberal or Democratic students sat in
on Coulter’s speech, for the most
part they remained quiet while
she attacked liberal politicians
and issues.
Earlier Friday, Coulter spoke
at the annual Conservative Political Action Conference at the
Omni Shoreham Hotel. According to Salon.com, one questioner
asked her to describe the greatest ethical dilemma she had ever
faced.
“There was one time I had a
shot at (President Bill) Clinton,”
she reportedly told the crowd.
In that same speech, attended by
numerous Republican senators,
Coulter repeatedly referred to
Muslims as “rag heads,” Salon.
com reported.
When a student asked Coulter why she has pursued her line
of work, Coulter replied, “Because it’s fun. I can wake up at
noon and work the entire day in
my underwear.”
Despite her controversial remarks and arguments she makes
in favor of the Republican Party,
GW College Republican Chairman Jeff Holth defended bringing Coulter to campus.
“We have chosen to bring Ms.
Coulter not to be divisive, but
rather to present an individual
See COULTER, p. 3

Junior Danilo (J.R.) Pinnock
celebrates after No. 8 GW
beat Saint Joseph’s 64-62 in
Philadelphia Saturday. The win
is the first in Alumni Memorial
Fieldhouse under GW head
coach Karl Hobbs.
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20-1: Colonials set
school record with win
by Jake Sherman
Sports Editor
PHILADELPHIA – With time expiring Saturday, Saint Joseph’s
Rob Ferguson, a 6-foot-8 sophomore, launched a desperation
three-pointer to try to throw a
wrench into GW’s storybook season.
As the ball clanked against
the back of the rim, the buzzer
sounded, signaling the finality
of No. 8 GW’s 64-62 win over the

Hawks (10-11, 4-6 A-10), the last
team to go undefeated in regular-season Atlantic 10 play. The
blare of the buzzer meant much
more than Saturday’s win for the
Foggy Bottom crew.
It brought the Colonials to 201 and 10-0 in the A-10, the best
21-game start in program history. The 1953-1954 Colonials lost
their 21st game to North Carolina
State to start 19-2. The Colonials’
star then was center Joe Hollup,
who led the nation in field goal
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percentage.
Saturday’s victory gave GW
its first win in Alumni Memorial Fieldhouse since Feb. 7, 1998,
during the Mike Jarvis era.
It meant that coach Karl
Hobbs, often a wet towel on the
media’s lauding of GW, could finally smile and enjoy himself.
“I’m excited about it,” Hobbs
said Saturday in the post-game
news conference. “I think it’s
See COLONIALS, p. 12
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