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Evans: No end to feud CCAS plans
dean search
n GW’s new Campus
Plan could lessen its
tension with neighbors

by Katharine Malone
Hatchet Staff Writer

by Katie Rooney
Metro Editor

D.C. City Councilmember Jack
Evans said it would be impossible to
put an end to the disputes between
Foggy Bottom residents and the University, and that some people will always be upset with GW regardless of
its actions, in an interview with The
Hatchet this week.
Evans, whose ward consists of
downtown, Capitol Hill, Dupont and
Foggy Bottom, said the problem he’s
seen ﬁrsthand during his 15 years on
the council shows no signs of going
away.
“For the 15 years I’ve been here
there’s been the struggle between
the University purchasing properties
and the community being adverse to
that,” Evans said. “I have not solved
the town-gown problem because
it’s not solvable ... whatever packed
place you have in an urban environment with a university located there,
you are always going to have these
tensions between the two.”
However, Evans said that GW’s
new Campus Plan proposal, an
agreement between the University
and the community that outlines
GW’s development goals over the
next 20 years and will be presented
to the city this spring, has “poten-
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D.C. City Councilmember Jack Evans said this week that GW’s new
Campus Plan proposal, an agreement between the University and
the community that outlines GW’s development over the next 20
years, has “potential” to ease the conﬂict between the parties. He
has served the area for 15 years.
tial” to decrease such tensions. The
plan, released last week, focuses on
increasing building density near the
center of the campus away from the
residential periphery and developing
Square 54 across from the Foggy Bottom Metro for commercial, retail and
residential purposes.
“It depends on how the University proceeds,” Evans said. “If they
stay within the conﬁnes of what

they are talking about then it probably could (improve relations). But
there’s always some people who just
hate the University, and they are not
going to be satisﬁed no matter what
you do.”
Evans had kind words for
University President Stephen Joel
Trachtenberg, whom he said “has
See EVANS, p. 9

The big commute

n Some professors and
staff travel hundreds of
miles to work at GW
by Leah Carliner
Hatchet Staff Writer

A long walk to an early morning
class may be the worst that a student
could face on a cold Monday morning. Yet for some professors, a long

plane or train ride are what’s in store
after they roll out of bed.
Christopher Arterton, dean of
the Graduate School of Political
Management, lives in New Haven,
Conn., but has been working at
GW’s Foggy Bottom campus since
1991. His ofﬁce and home are about
300 miles apart.
“I very much like what I’m doing and think the school needs to be
in D.C., but my wife has a lovely job
in New Haven and this is a sacriﬁce,”
Arterton said. “There isn’t any better
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Dean of the Graduate School of Political Management Christopher
Arterton commutes between his home in New Haven, Conn., and his
desk in Washington, D.C., twice a week. He ﬂies US Airways.

place to do politics, and it’s worth
the personal strain.”
Arterton is not alone. A handful
of GW professors travel hundreds of
miles every week to go to work.
Alexander Dumbadze, an assistant professor of art history, lives in
Brooklyn, N.Y. He said he thinks the
practice of traveling far distances to
work is becoming more common.
“It seems to be a growing reality,” Dumbadze said.
Dumbadze teaches his class on
Tuesdays and Thursdays. He lives
with his wife in New York, but
he stays in D.C. on Tuesday and
Wednesday nights.
“I don’t ﬁnd it a problem,”
Dumbadze said. “It’s hardly an inconvenience. I do work on the train
... I would prefer doing that than
sitting in trafﬁc for two hours.” He
declined to elaborate on how much
his commute and housing costs. The
two cities are more than 200 miles
apart.
As a professional involved in art,
Dumbadze said he beneﬁts from living in D.C. and New York.
“There’s great material in both
cities,” he said.
Arterton explained that he ﬁrst
began his lengthy commute in 1991.
Until then, the GSPM was located
in New York City, which was only a
commuter train ride away from his
New Haven home.
Now, he stays in The President,
an apartment on I Street, from Monday to Wednesday night and catches
the 9 p.m. plane back to New Haven
on Thursday night.
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See COMMUTE, p. 10

Administrators will conduct an
extensive national search to ﬁnd a
permanent dean for the Columbian
Colleges of Arts and Sciences after
this month’s announcement that current Dean William Frawley will be
leaving GW to become president of
the University of Mary Washington.
The ﬁrst step in the process is to
appoint an interim dean, whom Executive Vice President of Academic
Affairs Donald Lehman hopes will be
installed by March. Lehman said the
interim dean will be someone from
within the college, and he or she may
have an opportunity to apply for the
permanent dean’s position.
“The normal procedure is to consult with department chairs and associate and assistant deans and get
their suggestions and input to identify possible candidates for interim
dean,” Lehman said.
Frawley will be in charge of setting up meetings with CCAS faculty
in the upcoming weeks to ﬁnd an
interim dean for the school, whom
Lehman will ultimately appoint.
Frawley will ofﬁcially begin as president of UMW July 1.
Lehman said that after the interim dean has been named the University will begin its national search for

a permanent replacement. He added
that the University has made no ﬁnal
decisions on how the national search
process will be conducted.
After a national search, Lehman
and University President Stephen
Joel Trachtenberg will narrow the
ﬁeld to three ﬁnalists from which to
pick the dean, Lehman said.
“We want someone who will
provide leadership with vision consistent with the vision of President
Trachtenberg and myself and committed to carrying out the strategic goals for academic excellence,”
Lehman said.
Lehman added that he hopes to
have a new permanent dean in place
by the ﬁrst day of classes next fall.
The dean will oversee the Columbian
College’s 400 faculty and 41 departments.
GW last conducted a search for
a permanent dean of CCAS in 2001,
when the then-head of the Columbian College, Lester Lefton, left GW
to become provost and senior vice
president of academic affairs at Tulane University. Frawley came to GW
in 2002 from the University of Delaware, where he was director of Academic Programming and Planning.
This year’s CCAS dean search
will be the ﬁfth for the head of a GW
See DEAN, p. 6

GAMEDAY
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ESPN “Gameday’s” David Salerno leans back in excitement as he
films the Colonial Army shouting Nana Papa Yaw Mensah-Bonsu’s
full name outside the Marvin Center Tuesday. The crew was filming for a segment about GW slated to appear this or next week.
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