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An Olympic partner Honors may
face changes

n GW junior dates
Olympic gold medalist
Joey Cheek

by Amanda Limmer
Hatchet Staff Writer

by Jenette Axelrod
Senior Staff Writer

Junior Eleanor Collins is just like
any other GW student – except her
boyfriend is an Olympic gold medalist.
Collins is dating three-time
Olympic medalist speed skater Joey
Cheek. The two have been together
for three years.
“It’s so weird to say I’m dating
an Olympic gold medalist because I
don’t think of him like that,” Collins
said Tuesday.
During this month’s Olympic
Games in Turin, Italy, Cheek won the
gold medal in the men’s 500-meter
race and the silver in the 1,000-meter race. With the bronze medal he
won during the 2002 Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City, Collins said
Cheek’s Olympic medal collection
is now complete. “He’s inspired me
to be more ambitious,” Collins said.
“It makes me a little more goal-oriented.”
Collins, a business major, met
the 26-year-old Cheek by accident,
she said. A native of Modesto, Calif.,
Collins and a good friend went to the
2002 Olympic Games in Salt Lake
City after they saw one of Cheek’s
teammates on television. Collins
Nick Gingold/Hatchet photographer
took the trip with her friend in hopes
to meet some Olympic athletes and Junior Eleanor Collins holds up a news story featuring her boyfriend,
came home with an Olympic boy- Olympic speed skating gold and silver medalist Joey Cheek. The two
friend.
appeared on NBC’s “Access Hollywood” this Valentine’s Day.
Earlier this month Collins took a
the gold was a present from her.
two-week break from classes to trav- sia.
While
Collins
attributes
the
vic“He always wears Bjorn Borg
el to Turin to visit Cheek. She went
tory to Cheek’s hard training, she underwear when he races, but he
with her family and Cheek’s family.
Cheek ﬁnished the 500-meter said she has taken some credit for a had the same pair for years,” Collins
race in 69.76 seconds, ahead of silver small part of the win: the underwear
See CHEEK, p. 14
medalist Dmitry Dorofoyev of Rus- Cheek was wearing when he won

Grad killed in NYC
n 24-year-old Imette
St. Guillen studied
criminal justice
by Lizzie Wozobski
Assistant News Editor

New York City detectives are still
searching for clues in the gruesome
murder of GW graduate Imette St.
Guillen, whose body was found last
Saturday night wrapped in a quilt in
Brooklyn off the Belt Parkway.
St. Guillen, a 24-year-old graduate student at the John Jay College
of Criminal Justice in Manhattan,
graduated magna cum laude from
GW in 2003 with a major in criminal
justice.
“She always wanted to be a
forensic and crime scene scientist,
which makes this horribly ironic in
a way,” said Candy Bogatz, St. Guillen’s roommate during their sophomore and junior years. “It was her
dream.”
The New York Times reported
Wednesday that investigators are
now attempting to trace the anonymous 911 caller who reported the
body at 8:43 p.m. on Sunday, 17
hours after St. Guillen had disap-

Courtesy Cherry Tree

Imette St. Guillen
peared. She had been at a club on
the Bowery from Friday night to
Saturday morning.
Because St. Guillen’s body was
found in a secluded location, laden
with garbage and hardly visible
from the street, police believe the
caller may have seen the body being
placed there or could have been involved with the murder.

St. Guillen’s head, hands, feet
and mouth were covered by packing tape, a sock had been forced into
her throat and her hair had been cut
when ofﬁcials found the body. There
were also signs of sexual assault and
strangulation, The Times reported.
“It’s a very, very gruesome murder that has impacted ... any former
student from GW, regardless of how
long ago they graduated,” said Tracy Schario, GW’s director of Media
Relations.
“As gruesome as the details are,
let’s focus on what a positive member of the GW and Latino community she was,” said Eduardo Lara,
a 2000 GW graduate who worked
with St. Guillen in the Organization
of Latin American Students.
Imette served on the OLAS Executive Board as treasurer her sophomore and junior years, and she was
the group’s ﬁrst vice president her
senior year, according to the Multicultural Student Services Center.
OLAS is planning to pay tribute
to St. Guillen at its annual Noche de
Cultura event in April, said Paulina
Abaunza, president of OLAS, in an
e-mail.
“She was someone who just
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GW’s honors program would
undergo drastic changes under a
plan requiring students to take a
high number of four-credit courses
in a more selective and structured
environment. Backers of the program said the potential changes
are necessary to raise the caliber of
academics within the department.
“No matter how smart students are, they are emerging from
universities and seem to be unable
to make connections and integrate
their learning with service learning, such as internships,” said
Grae Baxter, interim director of the

University Honors Program.
Under proposed changes being put forth by a committee of
11 faculty members who advise
the honors program, honors freshmen would be required to take
two honors pro-seminars and a
University Writing course – each
four credits – during the fall and
spring of their ﬁrst year. Freshmen
would have room for an additional
three-credit course each semester.
Baxter said the changes could take
effect as early as fall 2007, and that
they wouldn’t apply to current
students.
During the fall and spring of
See HONORS, p. 3

Star likely to miss
A-10 tourney
by Jake Sherman
Sports Editor
The GW men’s basketball
team, which is one game away
from going undefeated in conmen’s
ference play, will
basketball likely have to go
through the Atlantic 10 Tournament without its
most-heralded player.
Senior Pops Mensah-Bonsu
had successful surgery on his
meniscus in Birmingham, Ala.,
Tuesday, and began rehabilitation that day. He returned to D.C.
Wednesday and may be ready for
the NCAA Tournament, which
begins no earlier than March 16.
Assistant basketball coach Ro-

land Houston accompanied Mensah-Bonsu for the examination
and operation by James Andrews,
a renowned orthopedic surgeon.
“In consultation with (GW
team physician) Dr. Kenneth Fine,
we came to the mutual agreement
that an arthroscopic procedure
was imminent,” Andrews said in
a Tuesday news release. “I arthroscoped Pops this morning and
removed a small portion of cartilage from the inner side of his
left knee (medial meniscus). We
anticipate a rapid rehab and full
recovery, and we expect he will
be ready for the NCAA Tournament.”
The extent of Mensah-Bonsu’s
See MEN, p. 16

MUSICALNOTES

Aaron Miller/Hatchet photographer

(from left) Freshmen Kat Overland and Harry Dobelle, members of GW Bands, play French horns in “GW Bands Present
Disaster” in Lisner Auditorium Tuesday evening.

See DEATH, p. 8
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CALENDAR
Thursday
Gelman Student Advisory Board
meeting
Come have your say in the perennial
debate about noise in Gelman
6 to 7:30 p.m.
Gelman 208
Palestinian beneﬁt dinner
Come for dinner and entertainment, with
proceeds going to support the SOS
Children’s Village in Bethlehem
6:30 to 10 p.m.
Marvin Center Grand Ballroom
$10 for students, $25 for non-students
Sponsored by Students for Justice in
Palestine
The Past is Not What it Used to Be:
Truth Commissions and the Recovery
of History
The latest in the History, Memory and the
Politics of the Past Series with Thomas
Blanton, director of the National Security
Archives
4:40 to 6 p.m.
1957 E Street, Lindner Family Commons
Sponsored by the Institute for European,
Russian and Eurasian Studies

Sunday
Mount Vernon Pub grand re-opening
and Oscar party
Check out the remodeled pub and catch
the Academy Awards with free food and
prizes
7:30 p.m.
Mount Vernon Campus Pub
Sponsored by Mount Vernon Campus Life

SANOTES

. . . . . ONLINE AT GWHATCHET.COM . . . . .
n Find out from Warren Brown what it takes to be a Food Network star
n Learn about the 10-day competition to be held at Mount Vernon
campus in April

SNAPSHOT

ASHES TO ASHES

Election committee sets dates
Candidate signature sheets are due
Thursday, March 2 at 6 p.m. for students running in the Student Association,
Program Board and Marvin Center
Governing Board election set for next
month.
The Joint Elections Committee, the
election’s oversight body, announced last
week that all candidates must have the
forms, with the requisite number of signatures, turned in by Thursday to Marvin
Center room 411 for their name to appear
on the ballot. The election will be held on
March 29 and 30.
All candidates who have gained
enough signatures will be invited to a candidates’ meeting on Friday in the Marvin
Center. Candidates must get signatures
from 1 percent of their constituents for
their names to appear on the ballot.
The JEC also announced that candidates may begin postering on March 20
at 7 a.m. Candidates may begin turning
in campaign material at any time during
the campaign, which has already officially
begun.
The election will determine the next
SA president and will also elect a new SA
Senate. MCGB and PB Executive Board
positions are also in contention. Junior
Elizabeth Fox, chair of the JEC, said that
if no candidate garners a majority of the
student vote for SA president, a run-off
will be held on April 5 and 6.
–Brandon Butler

GREEKBRIEFS
Group hopes fans will donate
money for homeless shelter
With already more than $2,000 raised in
the last two years, Alpha Phi Omega hopes

Justin Roberts/Hatchet photographer

More than 250 GW students attended Mass in the Marvin Center Grand Ballroom
Wednesday night to acknowledge the the start of Lent. During the Lenton season,
Catholics practice self-denial to remember the 40 days Moses and his followers spent in
the desert.
to raise an additional $1,000 in donations
at Saturday’s pre-basketball game barbecue outside of the Smith Center. The game
starts at 2 p.m.
“We figure that if every other person
who goes (to the Smith Center) donates
money, we’ll raise over $1,000 dollars,”
said senior Meredith Wolff, an organizing
member of Alpha Phi Omega.
That same day, the group also hopes
to be at the Marvin Center Hippodrome,
where it will accept donations via GWorld.
Since September 2005, Alpha Phi

Omega, a co-ed Greek-letter community
service organization, has been fundraising for Charlie’s Place, a soup kitchen
in Dupont Circle. Their fundraising campaign, “Swipe Out Hunger,” is named for
its method of using GWorld card donations
to raise money for the kitchen.
On the third Friday of each month,
Alpha Phi Omega members volunteer their
time to serve hot meals at Charlie’s Place,
run by St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church.
The kitchen also aids patrons through
career and health services.
–Nadia Sheikh
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Ellipse open to grads

n Park Service offers
site, but GW likely to
stick with Mall
by Ryan Holeywell
Senior News Editor

The National Park Service has
made the Ellipse available again
for Commencement 2006 due to
delays in planned renovations,
but the University will probably
stick with its plan to hold the
ceremony on the Mall due to
“logistical difficulties.”
Jim Hess, executive director
of University Events, said that
a few weeks ago the National
Park Service informed GW that
renovations to the Ellipse, which
would have taken place at the
same time as Commencement,
have been postponed.
But due to construction in the
area that will still take place, and
the poor quality of the Ellipse’s
turf, the University is “unlikely”
to move the ceremony back to the
Ellipse.
“Unless there is compelling
new evidence that the Ellipse is a
better option, we’re moving forward with the Mall,” Hess said.
“Unless something comes up in
the very near future that surprises us and makes us rethink this,
it’s going to the Mall.”
He said the Ellipse itself will
not be facing renovations during Commencement, but spaces surrounding it began seeing
construction March 1. Those
areas will still be affected on
Commencement day, May 21.
“The projects are such that we
could lose significant amounts of
space, if not all of the space, along
Constitution Avenue for our bus

HONORS

from p. 1
their sophomore years, honors students would take two honors proseminars of four credits each.
During junior and senior years,
students will work toward their
major requirements, and seniors
would be required to complete a
ﬁnal pro-seminar, called the global
issues practicum, before graduation. Proponents of the changes say
hatchet
6x6 02.28.06
12:16
the
pro-seminars
will utilize an
interdisciplinary approach, teaching

NEWS

drops and pickups,” Hess said.
He said sidewalks in the area
will be torn up and replaced, and
areas with construction equipment will be fenced off, among
other impediments.
Hess also said that when
University officials recently visited the Ellipse, they saw that it
was in “horrible condition” and
had “huge dirt patches.”
“The bottom line is that it’s
not the same Ellipse that has
been made available in past,”
Hess said of the area in front of
the White House where GW has
held its annual graduate ceremony prior to this year.
He suggested that the
National Park Service may not
have spent as much time maintaining the turf following recent
events as it usually does because
it had not anticipated the possibility of hosting Commencement
this year. In September, the
National Park Service informed
The Hatchet and subsequently
GW that the Ellipse would be
unavailable due to the installation of an irrigation system at
that time.
“We could end up in a situation, if we were to go back to
the Ellipse, in which the graduates and their guests would be
very inconvenienced by some
of the things we have to deal
with,” Hess said, citing concerns
about traffic and the flow of the
crowd.
William
Line,
National
Park Service spokesman for the
National Capital Region, disputed both of Hess’ reasons for
not holding the ceremony on the
Ellipse.
Line said Hess’ belief that the
Ellipse has been left in unusually
bad condition by the National

Parks Service is “not an accurate
assessment.”
“I don’t know what people
are looking for in terms of the
quality of grass,” Line said. “I
think there has to be the realization and the expectation that
there are going to be areas that
look as though they have been
used, but that’s what it is.”
Line
also
said
that
Constitution Avenue is not a
bus pickup or drop-off location,
so it does not make sense that
construction along the street
would affect GW’s choice for a
Commencement site.
“I don’t understand how that
would have any bearing on GW’s
decision to hold Commencement
there or not,” Line said.
Planning for Commencement
on the Mall has been going
well, Hess said, and the school
has been working closely with
the National Park Service and
the D.C. government to plan
the event’s layout and staging.
Commencement will take place
on the Mall between 4th and 7th
streets. Former President George
Bush and his wife Barbara are the
scheduled keynote speakers.
Hess added that the University
has made several visits to the
planned Commencement site on
the Mall, but since learning of the
availability of the Ellipse, plans
have remained “in a holding pattern for a couple of weeks.”
“The bottom line is we want
the best Commencement possible
for the graduates and the families,” Hess said.
Hess added that he thinks
students will understand why
the University will probably
not hold Commencement on the
Ellipse, even though it is available. n

students how to process and analyze
information.
The new program, unlike its
current incarnation, would not accept upperclassman transfers, Baxter
said. She emphasized that non-honors students would still be allowed
to earn departmental and grade
point average-based honors.
If the proposal is approved,
then next semester faculty can begin
developing the curriculum for the
courses that students will be taking
in their freshman and sophomore
years.
PageBaxter
1
said the committee has
been working on the proposal for

two years and presented the new
program to Donald Lehman, executive vice president for Academic
Affairs, in August. The committee
is in the process of meeting with department chairs and deans of each
school, explaining to them the “alternative honors experience.”
The pro-seminar courses will be
four-credit, writing-intensive courses that will meet more frequently
and require work outside of the
classroom, Baxter said. She added
that the pro-seminars will satisfy the
general curriculum requirements

WASHINGTON
PERFORMING ARTS SOCIETY

DANA TAI SOON BURGESS
& COMPANY

See PROSEM, p. 17
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Images from the Embers
WORLD PREMIERE
Friday, March 3 at 8pm

A master of evoking thought and memory, Dana
Tai Soon Burgess leads a psychological journey
backwards and forwards through time in his
newest work. With striking movements,
Images from the Embers portrays a woman
struggling to shape her future as she reflects
on a past wartime love.
The George Washington University
Lisner Auditorium
Regular Tickets: $25-$35

$10 STUDENT TICKETS
To receive the student price, call or present your current student ID at the
Lisner Box Office. Two tickets per ID. Not available on previously purchased
tickets or in combination with any other offer. Not available online.

L I V E W E L L . L O V E T H E A R T S.
CALL, CLICK, OR VISIT | (202) 785-9727 | WPAS.ORG | 2000 L STREET NW, SUITE 510
Groups of 15 or more call (202) 533-1863.
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Inspectors visit
Corcoran
by David Ceasar
Contributing News Editor

The D.C. fire department cordoned off one of the main chemical storage rooms in Corcoran Hall
while inspectors surveyed the building Wednesday, a fire official said.
Alan Etter, a fire department
spokesman, said multiple inspectors
were at Corcoran to “survey the general vicinity,” examining bottles of
old chemical reagents. He said that
a hazardous materials team went
through the basement storage room
and decided that the chemicals in
question should be removed soon.
The University will have them transferred from Corcoran Saturday.
Yellow caution tape and a “Do
Not Enter” sign dressed the door to
the basement organic reagent stockroom Wednesday morning.
The fire department inspectors determined that the chemicals
– many of which were more than 10
years old – were inert, not posing an
immediate threat to building, Etter
said. He added the University initially called his department to have
specialists assess the safety of certain chemicals. He said he didn’t
know what the chemicals in question were.
Tracy Schario, GW’s director of Media Relations, said that
the University is fully cooperating
with the fire department’s visit to
Corcoran, which she said is “nothing
out of the ordinary.” The inspectors
have been touring the science facilities since Monday and are expected
to continue working for a few more
days, she said.
“They have identified a few
things they’d like us to pay attention to, but we are in compliance,”
Schario said.
Schario added that fire inspectors routinely visit D.C. college cam-

puses and that it has been a few
years since they last inspected GW.
She added that the fire department’s
timing was “not in direct response”
to an explosion in a science laboratory in January, but that it may have
brought the University “higher on
the fire department’s radar.”
A small explosion occurred
the afternoon of Jan. 19 in Samson
Hall, a science building connected
to Corcoran Hall. The reaction took
place when a graduate teaching
assistant accidentally mixed two
chemicals together. The incident
prompted a largescale response by
hazardous materials teams.
Corcoran had its own problems
last semester, violating federal environmental code for the improper
storage of hazardous waste.
In December The Hatchet
reported that the D.C. Health
Department found GW in violation of federal environmental law
after an August inspection revealed
improper hazardous material storage in Corcoran Hall. The University
has been in good standing with the
Environmental Protection Agency
since Feb. 9, according to the EPA’s
Web site.
Two employees with Disposal
Consultant Services, the company
that picks up GW’s hazardous waste,
declined to answer questions about
this week’s visit by fire inspectors.
Professor Michael King, chair of the
chemistry department, also refused
to comment Wednesday morning.
In 2000, the EPA charged the
University with failing to implement a “spill prevention, control
and countermeasure plan,” and GW
settled with the federal government
for $29,460, according to a news
release.
In a Dec. 8 Hatchet article, King
said that his facilities are a safe place
to teach and conduct research. n
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OPINIONS

“She always wanted to be a forensic and crime scene scientist,
which makes this horribly ironic in a way.”
– Candy Bogatz, former roommate of slain GW graduate Imette St. Guillen

Kyle Spector – Opinions Editor (kspector@gwhatchet.com)

The truth about GW fraternities

EDITORIAL

Positive changes
for Honors
The University recently proposed changes to
the University Honors Program that had been in
development for over two years. These changes
seem to address concerns about the program by
current participants as well as others. Given its
systemic issues, modifications to the program are
a necessity. This realization by the administration
shows a genuine concern for enhancing the rigor
of the University’s academic program.
The current honors program is not much of
a program. Instead, it is a smattering of requirements that sometimes have students interacting
with each other and honors faculty; other times,
students can go an entire semester without a true
honors experience. While freshmen and sophomores are required to take at least one honors
class each semester, students with more than 60
credits can fulfill their honors requirement in a
variety of ways. Students can “convert” a class
to honors status by completing a research project
with a professor or even receive honors credit for
writing about an internship experience. Both of
these activities, while valuable in their own right,
do not create a dynamic, interactive peer-learning
environment.
Another problem with the old system was
that many students entered the honors program
because of auxiliary incentives rather than to
immerse themselves in a rigorous academic experience. In the past, honors students received priority registration and many still continue to receive
significant merit-based scholarships. These incentives do help to recruit top-tier students, but
might leave the discussions within honors classes
lacking if the students are not particularly committed to a higher level of academic achievement.
The new system, which is more selective and
encompasses more honors requirements during
the freshmen and sophomore years, might engender a more integrated group of honors students
who are more committed to the educational principles of the program. The Honors Program, for its
students, might now become a priority rather than
an afterthought.
Current students – as they advance in their
studies – often have a difficult experience trying
to find honors courses that fulfill major requirements. The new system, which leaves junior year
without honors requirements and senior year with
a final honors seminar, should allow honors students to explore their individual paths at GW.
Additionally, the honors program does attract
a bevy of great professors, and these changes
should allow students and professors to more
fully benefit from their classroom experiences.
It is important for administrators implementing the new honors program to learn from the mistakes of the past. A new honors program must be
a comprehensive program, rather than a checklist
of requirements. Administrators should explore
implementing more required out-of-class activities to create an integrated honors experience.
It should be noted that the program relies
heavily on four-credit classes. Honors courses are
intended to be more intensive than regular classes
and perhaps deserve the four-credit designation.
However, this might be the first indication of a
paradigm shift at the University as departments
include four-by-four in their new initiatives.
Students and faculty at GW consistently engage
in the practitioner versus academic debate. It was
a central point of contention in the original search
for a Director of the School of Media and Public
Affairs and is also a hot topic for students in
many departments. With an upgraded University
Honors Program, GW will be able to boast of its
commitment to educational excellence, in addition to its already well-known commitment to
integration with D.C. experiential education.

CONTACT
The GW

Hatchet

News Tips • (202) 994-7550
Fax • (202) 994-1309
Web site • www.GWHATCHET.com
Retail ads • (202) 994-7682
University ads • (202) 994-7080
Classifieds • (202) 994-7079

Section contacts

arts@gwhatchet.com • (202) 994-3416
features@gwhatchet.com • (202) 994-1312
news@gwhatchet.com • (202) 994-7550
opinions@gwhatchet.com • (202) 994-1312
photo@gwhatchet.com • (202) 994-1311
sports@gwhatchet.com • (202) 994-1312

It has come to the attention of the
Interfraternity Council that there may
be some confusion throughout campus
about which fraternities are recognized, which
NOAH
ones are not – and
what all of that
CHERRY
means. With all
the buzz about
two new fraternities (Sigma Chi and Kappa Alpha Order)
being invited back to campus, it is inevitably difficult to keep track of it all.
The Interfraternity Council is the
student-run governing body of the 12
officially recognized fraternities here at
GW. These fraternities are held to the
highest standards and backed by the
University and their respective national
organizations. They alter the lives of the
men who join them through positive
and constructive means and are restricted from carrying out acts of hazing set

down by GW and IFC policy.
Seems simple, right?
The confusion occurs when some
students choose to engage in continuing
formerly recognized fraternities under
the guise of future recognition and equal
standards. The truth is that these clubs
repeatedly violated the IFC constitution
and will not be recognized by GW or
the IFC in the immediate future. Their
names are Alpha Pi Epsilon (or “APES”),
Sigma Alpha Mu (or “SAMMY”) and
Sigma Alpha Epsilon (“SAE”).
The IFC and GW have received
numerous complaints from former associates of these clubs who report being
abused in hazing rituals and then being
threatened not to tell anyone about it.
These groups are not recognized GW
fraternities, and anyone’s assertion to
the contrary is incorrect. These groups
attempt to disguise their very concerning behavior by putting on charitable
acts and seemingly impressive events.

IFC-recognized fraternities build
men, while the history of these groups
have shown that they break their members down and drag the good names of
real fraternities through the mud. IFC
fraternities are the only ones on campus
that socialize with sororities, participate
in Greek-letter events and have a beneficial relationship with the University.
Recognized fraternities break negative
stereotypes through their outstanding members and constructive deeds.
The Interfraternity Council unanimously condemns these groups, urges
them to follow the policies of the IFC
constitution and GW, and hopes that
they will make the necessary reforms in
order to amend their relationships with
the IFC, GW and the rest of the community.
–The writer, a sophomore majoring in
international affairs, is the vice president
for public relations for the Interfraternity
Council.

A worthwhile and important tradition
We were incredibly excited last
Friday when our event, the 41st annual Martha’s Marathon of Birthday
Bargains, raised
m o re
than
$28,000 for housAMRITA
ing scholarships.
So imagine our
BAGARIA
surprise to open
up The Hatchet
on Monday and
find that the editorial board decided to label the event
“an atrocity” (“Thumbs up/Thumbs
down,” Feb. 27, p. 4).
Martha’s Marathon is a philanthropic effort that is one of the oldest
GW traditions and has been sponsored
by the Residence Hall Association
for more than 40 years. Every dollar raised at the event goes toward
housing scholarships. The generosity
and support of the GW community at
Martha’s allows individuals to help
others who wish to continue living in
residence halls.

LETTERS

Philanthropy, by definition, is numbers; in fact, we spent the majority
done by those who have the means do of our time preparing and auctioning
it. This page cannot be simultaneously off items that weren’t housing picks.
While some protest how funds
resentful of those students with money
and upset when the money is spent are raised, the fact of the matter is
that every penny goes
at a philanthropic event.
directly back to students.
These are funds raised by
The Community Living
students, for students, and There are far too
and Learning Center
make the on-campus experience at GW available many actual “atroci- and RHA do not benefit, nor do University
to anyone who wants it.
More
importantly, ties” in this world to administrators “capitalize on student desire.”
Martha’s Marathon is not slap that label on a
There are far too
just an auction for housing picks. It is not simply philanthropic event.
many actual “atrocities”
students with “means and
in this world to slap that
affluence” who provide
label on a philanthropic
the money that is raised during the event. We would hope in the future
event. In fact, the no.1 housing pick that The Hatchet would take the time
is raffled for only a dollar, a contest to learn more about a longstanding
in which anyone can participate. We philanthropic institution at GW before
hold live and silent auctions; this year labeling it “an atrocity” – especially if
we had 43 items in the silent auc- this paper sent no reporter to cover it.
tion and 21 items in the live auction.
–The writer, a senior majoring in economics and political science, is the presiRHA does not depend exclusively on
dent of the Residence Hall Association.
wealthy students bidding on housing

TO THE EDITOR

Ranked Colonials
I almost drove off the road Tuesday
morning when the local radio’s sportscaster glumly reported, “... GW now ranked
seven, and Pitt eight ...” Pittsburgh, my
hometown, obviously brims with Pitt
and Penn State alumni, most of whom
believe there are no other college teams.
Rarely have I driven to work so gleefully.
–Christina Bosley Coulter
alumna

Shame on SJT
GW
President
Stephen
Joel
Trachtenberg’s statements to Tuesday’s
New York Times on the preparatory
school programs attended by senior
Omar Williams and sophomore
Maureece Rice were troubling (“NCAA
wants to end diploma shortcuts,” New
York Times, Feb. 27).
Unless there is evidence that Williams
or Rice are struggling in or out of the
classroom at GW, his statements – the

embarrassment he described, combined
with his curiosity as to their respective
academic standings – were callous and
inappropriate.
If Williams and Rice have both
proven to be model citizens and fine
students – which is every indication
– then Trachtenberg owes both of
those young men, Coach Karl Hobbs,
Athletic Director Jack Kvanzc, Senior
Vice President Robert Chernak and the
Admissions Office all apologies for suggesting that they were engaged in something improper.
–Steven G. Shepard
alumnus

A rich kid reputation?
Monday’s article in the Life
Section, “A Rich Kid Reputation” (Feb.
27, p. 9), was absolutely revolting.
Ms. Cooper-Henry’s comments were
particularly obnoxious: “To be an elite
has nothing to do with your wealth …”
I hate to disagree, but in this country
it does. One only needs to peruse the
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glossy pages of Verse to see that in action.
I doubt very many people who feature
prominently in those pictures are on
financial aid. Conspicuous consumption
and rampant materialism are the rallying
cries of the American upper class. I don’t
necessarily fault the students; they simply
learned this behavior from their parents.
GW should be commended for giving
60 percent of its undergraduates some
form of financial aid. But we shouldn’t be
fooled into believing that only the needy
receive money: much aid is merit-based.
Merit-based aid certainly goes to those
who could otherwise afford tuition at GW.
I would disagree with Ms. Vandell
that GW does not have a reputation as
“rich kid’s school.” Having grown up
in a comfortable Northeastern setting, I
can attest that GW has a reputation for
rich kids. But then that is an unfortunate
trend in higher education in America.
Is GW a school divided by wealth?
Yes, but then that can be applied to the
United States in general.
–Conor M. Savoy
alumnus
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And now, the D.C. Olympic team
It takes time after moving to a
new place to really feel a part of it.
These rites of passage could include
adopting the local accent or acquiring obscure knowledge of where
you
live.
Washington,
D.C., is no
BEN
different.
One
can’t
DELMAN
really call
themself a
resident of
the District
until he or she becomes angry that
the city has no congressional representation.
The turning point for me
occurred last year as Congress was
discussing legislation that would
repeal the District’s handgun ban.
The ban was enacted by the District
in the mid-1970s. The House voted
to repeal the ban over the objections of Mayor Anthony Williams
and the City Council.
Imagine if you will, Congress
trying to do the same thing to your
hometown: taking a popular local
initiative and overturning it. At
least you would have one voting
member of Congress who would
be able to fight for the wishes of
your district. What is the point of
representative government if the
people don’t even get a representative?
As the seat of national government, Washington, D.C. will never
be fully independent from federal
government oversight. However,

the feds should only involve themselves in the District on issues pertaining to the federal government
itself and not use it as a place
to score political points with the
National Rifle Association.
The reason why D.C. continues to be shut out of congressional
representation is as simple as it is
sad. The District is overwhelmingly
Democratic – more than 90 percent
of its citizens voted for John Kerry
in the last election. Republicans
do not want to create a seat that is
almost assured to go to the other
side. Not only is this a mockery of
democracy; it is childish as well.
For a Republican Party that routinely claims it wants to do more to
reach out to black voters, giving
the District, whose population is
58 percent black, a voting member
of Congress would be a fantastic
opportunity.
One solution to this problem was proposed by Rep. Tom
Davis, a Republican who represents Northern Virginia. In the last
census, Utah fell 30 or so people short of gaining another seat.
His bill would give D.C. one seat
in return for giving one to Utah.
The assumption is that D.C. will
vote for a Democrat and Utah a
Republican; so voting margins in
the House would remain the same.
Of the solutions to D.C.’s representation problem, this one has the
best chance of happening. Even
so, it still has problems. It would
only serve as law until 2010, when
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it is likely Utah will have earned
an addition seat in its own right.
Also, why should D.C. residents’
right to representation depend on
another state getting representation it doesn’t technically deserve?
While it’s true census methods are
known for undercounting, there
is no reason to believe Utah was a
greater victim of undercount than
the other 49 states. In fact, the rural
areas comprising most of Utah tend
to be over-represented in census
counting.
Besides the political hurdles
to D.C. representation, there is
also the lack of knowledge about
the situation around the country.

In an effort to raise awareness, a
group of citizens is petitioning the
International Olympic Committee
for the creation of a D.C. Olympic
team. While this sounds crazy
at first, there is precedent for it.
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin
Islands both have teams separate
from the United States. Taiwan
and Hong Kong compete independently of the People’s Republic of
China. The Palestinian territories
also field a team. Imagine the shock
around the country, as Americans
are watching the Olympic opening
ceremonies, to see a D.C. delegation in the parade of athletes.
With all of the politically inter-

ested students and multitudes of
political student groups here at
GW, this would be the perfect issue
for GW students to champion.
Thousands of GW undergrads and
graduate students would certainly
create an important and vocal constituency.
The District has long clamored
for representation in Congress and
continues to face an uphill battle.
It would be more than appropriate for the city to be assisted by a
school whose namesake became
famous fighting “taxation without
representation.”
–The writer is a junior majoring in
political science.
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Thursday
C A L E NFriday
DAR
Showers

45/28, sunny/wind

High: 55
Low: 32

41/32, sunny

Saturday

Katie Rooney - Metro Editor (krooney@gwhatchet.com)

CRIMELOG
Drug Law Violation
2/26 – Ivory Tower – 1:21
a.m. – case closed
University Police ofﬁcers noticed
a suspicious odor outside a room
while patrolling the dormitory.
The student in the room admitted that he had been smoking
marijuana. He was the only individual in the room at the time.
Community Living and Learning
Center staff conducted an administrative search of the room
and 3.5 grams of marijuana were
conﬁscated.
Referred to Student Judicial
Services
Disorderly Conduct
2/23 – Building E – 1:55
p.m. – case closed
UPD was notiﬁed by staff at the
2003 G St. ofﬁce about a former

employee who was in the building. Staff members requested
that the individual be barred from
campus. UPD granted their request. The GW Law School’s
Small Business Clinic is housed
in the ofﬁce.
Subject barred from campus
2/25 – Lisner Auditorium
– 7:45 p.m. – case closed
UPD ofﬁcers were dispatched
after someone reported a disorderly audience member at a Law
School event. A male subject was
making loud and rude comments
to individuals on stage at the
event. After ofﬁcers approached
the individual they determined
that the subject had been drinking. He was not afﬁliated with the
University. According to the Law
School’s Web site, the event occurring at the time was the Law
School’s annual “Res Ipsa Ludiﬁcatur” show.
Subject barred from campus
–compiled by Robert Parker

Prof. runs for ofﬁce
n GW Law’s Mary
Cheh hopes to win
Ward 3 seat on council
by Josey Bartlett
Hatchet Staff Writer
GW law professor Mary Cheh
has worked at the University since
1979, but this year she’s looking into
a second job.
Cheh, who has lived in the District for the last 30 years, is running
for Ward 3 representative of the D.C.
City Council. Current Ward 3 Councilmember Kathy Patterson’s seat
will be vacant because she is running
for council chair, an at-large position.
Cheh already has four opponents battling against her for the Democratic
nomination in this September’s primary election. The absence of Republicans in the city means the primary
determines who gets the seat.
Cheh said her platform consists
of four major issues she sees as facing
the District: education, ﬁscal integrity,
oversight functions and environmental development. Cheh is one of two
GW law professors who helped start
the Animal Welfare Project in 2003,
which has drafted legislation it hopes
will be considered by the D.C. City
Council that would reform animal
welfare laws in the city.
“I have participated in enough
law reform projects and have been a
part of the community long enough
to know that things need to be done,
and I can bring the skills needed for
the job,” Cheh said in an interview
last week.

Blair Blackman/Hatchet photographer

GW law Professor Mary Cheh is running for Ward 3 representative of the D.C. City Council. Despite the added responsibilities,
Cheh expects to continue teaching her current courseload.
Cheh, 55, lives in Forest Hills,
a Ward 3 neighborhood in the city

See CHEH, p. 17
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Healthy Egg Donors Needed!

Over $6,000

per Egg Donation
If you are a healthy, nonsmoking female and 21-28
years of age, please contact
us today and help make
an infertile couple’s
dreams come true!
The following donors
are urgently needed:
Chinese, Ethiopian,
Indian, Japanese,
Korean, Middle Eastern,
Filipino, Vietnamese
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4316 Evergreen Lane, Annandale, VA

Visit our website today for an online application:
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DEATH
from p. 1
lit up a room,” said Michael Trask,
another GW graduate and former
OLAS member. “She always kept

things in perspective.”
Many OLAS alumni have reconnected over the tragic news, Trask
said, and ﬁve from the D.C.-area are
traveling together to Boston for St.
Guillen’s funeral service on Saturday.
St. Guillen, a Boston native, grad-

uated from the prestigious Boston
Latin high school before coming attending GW and eventually John Jay
College in Manhattan.
The Times reported St. Guillen’s
family had already encountered tragedy when her father died of AIDS 14
years ago. n

www.HATCHETBLOGS.com

Aaron Miller/Hatchet photographer

School Without Walls sophomore Raleigh Barmer sits outside the
GW Deli Wednesday afternoon. The University intends to buy the
landmark eatery and other properties around campus as part of its
20-year development program.

Deli owner discovers GW’s buyout plan
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Foggy Bottom has seen 10
U.S. presidents come and go
since 1945, but in that time
span, there’s only been one GW
Deli. If the University has its
way, the business as community members know it – a part
of local history for the last halfcentury – will be history within
the next 20 years.
When GW ﬁled its 20-year
development plan with the
city in mid-February, it identiﬁed 18 sites for future development on campus. But when
proprietors of two of those sites
– the GW Deli and the Lambda
Chi Alpha fraternity house on
G Street – learned GW is planning on buying their property,
it was the ﬁrst time they had
heard their buildings’ futures
might be cut short.
GW Deli, a family-owned
business, was passed from
original owner Leo Ambrogi to
his son John Ambrogi, the current owner. It was news to John
when he learned that if GW
has its way, an academic center
would be built where the store
sits at 2133 G St.
While John Ambrogi said he
was not surprised GW had included the site of his property
in the newly proposed Campus
Plan, he said GW ofﬁcials have
not contacted him about buying the property. He would not
say whether he’d be interested
in selling.

“I’d like to reserve that information,” he said in an interview this week.
Sherry Rutherford, GW’s
managing director of Real Estate Planning and Development, said the plan was drawn
up using the assumption that
GW can purchase those two
properties over time. She said
the University has not yet begun negotiating with the properties’ owners about selling.
“We’re saying this is what
we would do with these sites if
we acquire them,” Rutherford
said.
The fraternity house, at 2020
G St., is another site GW would
like to redevelop for academic
use. It is owned by a private
housing corporation composed
of Delta Tau Delta alumni and
is currently being leased to
Lambda Chi Alpha, said GW
junior Noah Lentz, Lambda
Chi Alpha’s property manager.
The GW chapter of Delta
Tau Delta was closed in February 2004 due to allegations of
hazing, and it is permitted to
petition to return in 2007, two
years before the lease is up on
the alumni-owned townhouse.
Lentz said he does not think
the Delta Tau Delta alumni
would agree to sell the property to the University. The Delta
Tau Delta alumni could not be
reached for comment. n
– Kaitlyn Jahrling

www.GWHATCHET.com
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Students to aid New Orleans over break
by Catherine Villnave
Senior Staff Writer

Like many other students,
sophomore Jacqueline MillerMeher is heading south this
spring break. But Miller-Meher
is not headed to the beach – she’s
going to rebuild a city.
This year, GW’s Office of
Community Service is sending
44 undergraduate and graduate
students to New Orleans for Alternative Spring Break.
The students will be working along with Habitat for Humanity and several other college
alternative spring break teams
to remove debris from areas
wrecked by Hurricane Katrina
and to clean up communities.
As part of the cleanup process,
students will be going through
ruined houses and throwing out
destroyed valuables. They will
be stationed in tent cities in St.
Bernard Parish, an area about
five miles outside of New Orleans.
While the Office of Community Service normally sends
small groups of students to several areas, the disastrous Hurricane Katrina last September
made it clear that this year, all

efforts should focus on New Orleans.
“The students are responsible
for choosing where to go,” said
Sara Horn, coordinator of Alternative Spring Breaks. “They saw
it on TV last year and wanted to
experience it first hand.”
The idea of the program was so
popular that the Ofﬁce of Community Service had to begin a wait list
for interested students.
“Our original intent was to
take about 20 students, but we had
so much interest we decided to
take 44,” Horn said.
The students pay a fee of $250
to go on the trip. They’ll be traveling by bus to Louisiana.
In past years students have
traveled to North Carolina, West
Virginia, Mississippi and Michigan. Projects vary annually with
missions ranging from building
houses with Habitat for Humanity to volunteering for a battered
women’s shelter.
The reasons for going on an
Alternative Spring Break trip are
just as diverse as the projects. For
Miller-Meher, who will be serving
as a team leader for the group, the
path to Alternative Spring Break
began as a way that she and her
roommate could take a vacation

together and also do some good.
“At first it was just a free
trip,” Miller-Meher said, “but
now I’ve gotten kind of passionate about helping.”

Even though the days will
be emotionally and physically
demanding, Miller-Meher is excited about spending her break in
an unconventional way. She said,

“I can do a typical spring break
anytime. When am I going to get
a chance like this, especially with
the circumstances in New Orleans?” n
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Indie ﬁlms
come to D.C.
by Jason Mogavero
Senior Staff Writer

STUCK IN YOUR HEAD

‘Earworms’ wiggle
into your mind
by Audrey Green
Hatchet Reporter
We’ve all had the experience.
A song gets stuck in your head
and you just can’t stop that
internal melody.
“I listen to the drums in all
songs, and when I hear a sick
rhythm or drum beat, it just loops
in my head, and sometimes I can’t
even pay attention to anything
else,” musician and junior
Michael St. Julien said while
waving imaginary drumsticks
along to music that only he can
hear.
It’s what James Kellaris
has coined “cognitive itches,”
or “earworms” – the science of
songs getting stuck.
“Certain
songs
have
properties that are analogous to
histamines that make our brains
itch,” said Kellaris, a marketing
professor and researcher at the
University of Cincinnati. “The
only way to scratch a cognitive
itch is to repeat the offending
melodies in our minds.”
Kellaris’ survey research
indicates that between 97 and
99 percent of the population is
occasionally afﬂicted by tunes
that they “just can’t get out
of their heads,” particularly
musicians and people with
compulsive tendencies. But while
many ﬁnd earworms just plain
annoying, they play a major role
in bolstering both the music and
advertising industries, which
thrive on developing catchy
tunes that drive consumers to
purchase CDs, concert tickets and
various products ranging from
coffee grounds to carpeting.
Though most earworms are
particular to individuals, Kellaris
said some tunes have wider
and stronger resonances among
average listeners than others. He

THE

Big names in American movies today
from Martin Scorsese to Steven Spielberg to
Wes Anderson have roots in independent
film productions.
Just two years ago, indie movies became
the two biggest sleeper hits of the summer:
“Garden State” and “Napoleon Dynamite.”
Looking at this year’s roster of nominees for
best picture at the Oscars, one won’t find bigbudget studio fare such as “Stealth,” but rather smaller productions such as”Brokeback
Mountain” and “Good Night, and Good
Luck.”
Luckily, D.C. residents don’t have to live
in Los Angeles or New York or fly to Sundance
or Cannes to see what’s new in independent film. The annual D.C. Independent Film
Festival, beginning today and ending March
12, provides a forum for filmmakers and film
enthusiasts right here in the District.
Taking place at the Avalon Theatre, the
Goethe Institute and other locations around
the city, the festival has for seven years
encouraged D.C. citizens to, as founder and
Executive Director Carol Bidault put it, in a
news release “think outside the box.”
In pursuing this, the festival provides
distinct programs for each day of the event
including animation, shorts, documentaries
and features, all with question-and-answer
sessions with the filmmakers. Young indie
filmmakers can network with industry professionals who can help get their films distributed at the festival’s trade show.
This year, attention-getting titles include
“I Love Your Work,” a psychological drama
about obsession with fame written and
directed by Adam Goldberg (“Saving Private
Ryan,” “The Hebrew Hammer”) and starring
Giovanni Ribisi, Joshua Jackson and Christina
Ricci.
A documentary called “An Impression:
Dischord Records” chronicles the story of
the titular D.C. music label that brought
the world bands Minor Threat, Nation of
Ulysses, Fugazi and Q and Not U.
In the end, Bidault writes in a news
release, the festival’s mission is simple. “If
we have done our jobs right,” she said, “you
will find that these films will amaze, provoke,
delight, disturb, but never leave you bored.”
More information on locations and scheduling for the D.C. Independent Film Festival can be
found on its Web site, www.dciff.org. n

Chief Ike’s
Mambo Room
1725 Columbia Rd. NW
At the top of 18th Street and
just west on Columbia Road in
Adams Morgan, a bright blue neon
sign buzzes “Chief Ike’s Mambo
Room.” The door under the words
“Chief Ike’s” comes with a $5 cover
(after 9:30), and a bouncer checking IDs at the entrance. The door
under the words “Mambo Room”
leads to a tall, skinny staircase with
no cover charge, no bouncer and
a sign behind the bar proclaiming
“PBR 2 for $5.” It’s hard to believe
the two bars are connected. I later
found out the upstairs bar actually
isn’t called the “Mambo Room” but
rather the “Cosmo Light Lounge.”
Regardless, this bar is a must.
Both the upstairs and the
downstairs of Chief Ike’s brought
in people ready to dance and have
a fabulous time. For the first time
at a bar in D.C., I felt truly comfortable getting my groove on without worrying about other people
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Junior Michael St. Julien, holding up his Rickenbacker guitar, plays several instruments and
often gets “earworms” in his head.
studied students at the University
of Cincinnati in 2003 to compile a
list of the “top 10 most infectious
earworms.”
“YMCA” by the Village
People is a classic earworm
according to Kellaris’ study,
because of its consistent beat and
memorable lyrics.
“We Will Rock You” by Queen
has an incongruous beat and
melody during lyrical passages
while remaining contagiously
repetitive during the chorus.
Stadium-goers stomp and clap
along with the well-known
mantra, and it can stay with them
long after the game.
The theme to the popular
blockbuster “Mission: Impossible”
also made Kellaris’ list. Though 74
percent of earworm songs have
lyrics, this is one of the 11 percent
that are strictly instrumental.

Children’s songs are popular
earworms, and Disney’s “It’s
a Small World After All” is a
particularly infectious one.
Kellaris said the most
insidious tunes tend to be simple
and repetitive. Kellaris said
there is no standard for creating
an earworm, as they are highly
individual afﬂictions.
St. Julien knows about
individual afﬂictions.
“Music means so much, and
means different things to different
people, and the drums speak to
me,” St. Julien said. I guess you
can say you create your own
earworms depending on what
turns you on.”
As infectious as these songs
are, the number one song on
Kellaris’ list is “other,” as we
are most commonly plagued by
tunes that we particularly love

– or hate. Similarly, eliminating
earworms is also an individual
endeavor. Though Kellaris has
not developed a foolproof way
of ridding the mind of distracting
jingles, he has recommendations.
Turning on the radio can
replace one earworm with
another, and passing it along
to friends by singing aloud
can provide the amusement
necessary to forget the afﬂiction.
Sometimes, the brain will repeat
a portion of a song because it
craves completion, so Kellaris
recommends that listeners learn
the lyrics to invasive hits, so that
the song’s ﬁrst completed loop
will be its last.
St. Julien has his own
approach: his head bent, he air
drums frantically while gliding
on a skateboard to rehearse on a
real drum set. n

BAR belle

judging what I was wearing or
how I was dancing. And while I
didn’t get low to the beats of Lil’
John downstairs, I did praise the
DJ upstairs for playing “Arrested
Development.”
Our DJ for the night calls himself Jimmy the Truth, and while he
usually spins punk rock, for some
reason (which he couldn’t articulate on Saturday night) he was
playing 80s dance tunes – and the
whole bar was loving it.
Aside from great tunes, the
upstairs part of Chief Ike’s boasts
a pool table and “Area 51” (an
arcade game with plastic guns).
Almost as confusing as the games
in the Cosmo Light Lounge was the
décor. The creepy skeleton painted
on a back wall further illuminated
by the use of a black light made me
start to think twice about the bar.
But then George Clinton started
blaring through the speakers and I
chose to pay more attention to the
audio stimulus than the visual collage.
As the alcohol began to set in,
I started to explore the bar a little
more, I found a second staircase

leading back down to the main bar
and was thrilled to see the dance
party downstairs was grooving to
Outkast as much as the upstairs
crew was shouting to the B52’s.
This is what the D.C. bar scene
should be: people from all walks
of life coming together to enjoy
cheap beer and appreciating great
music (in whatever form of dancing, head bobbing or chair swiveling the listener sees fit). Part of
me was ready to pay the $5 cover
and step the dancing up a bit, but
the night had other plans for me. I
enjoyed a few more 80s power ballads reluctantly left Chief Ike’s.
Will I go back? As another
friend of mine said on Sunday
morning, “Any bar that will let me
listen to Cindi Lauper and go on
army recon missions in the same
night is definitely worth supporting.” I’ll be back. And maybe next
time I’ll pay the cover and have
a dance party to music from this
decade.
Bar Belle Rating: 4/4

ORDER WINGOS FOR
BREAKFAST, LUNCH
OR DINNER!
Monday - Wednesday
10am-11pm
Thursday and Friday
10am-3am
Saturday
10am-11pm
Sunday
11:30am-11pm

We take all major credit
cards and GWorld
Free delivery with a
$10 delivery minimum
Order online at
www.dcwingos.com

Located at:
3207 O Street NW
Washington, DC 20007
(202) 338-2478
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Belles of the ball
Belle and Sebastian hit the road with an aggressive marketing plan
by Zach Ahmad
Senior Staff Writer

Courtesy Beggars/Matador

Indie rock darlings Belle and Sebastian are back on tour and will be
playing the 9:30 Club this Sunday.

“

I suppose in a way we
wanted to make music
that people could dance
to, so that if we got played
in clubs we could stand
up to any other records.
MICK COOKE
GUITARIST AND TRUMPET PLAYER,
BELLE & SEBASTIAN

The GW

Hatchet

”

It’s no fun having to deal with
expectations. Just ask Belle and
Sebastian.
While some bands try to climb
their way out of mediocrity, the
seven-person group from Glasgow,
Scotland, has the trickier task
proving they can still be the band
that first wowed listeners a decade
ago. They caught critics’ attention
with their sardonic songwriting
and wispy, deceptively complex
chamber pop melodies. That ironic
combination of subtly caustic wit
and a twee sound gave them iconic
status at coffee houses and liberal
arts colleges around the world.
Without making a fuss about it,
Belle and Sebastian scored an instant
classic in 1996 with their first major
release, If You’re Feeling Sinister, only
to follow up two years later with the
arguably superior The Boy with the
Arab Strap. Meanwhile, vinyl copies
of their first album Tigermilk have
become prized collectors’ items.
Their success represented less of a
cult following than a phenomenon
in a bubble. The band enjoyed
critical acclaim and even broad name
recognition while failing to reach the
ears of the general public.
However, after establishing
themselves as indie darlings, Belle
and Sebastian hit a plateau. The
group’s fourth and fifth albums were
underwhelming compared to earlier
works, and their experimental 2003
release Dear Catastrophe Waitress –
while having moments of virtuosity
– came off as unfocused and
overproduced. The band seemed
stuck in a rut of making good music
for an audience that had come to
count on something remarkable.
Yet if some lament Belle and

Printed on paper made from
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study abroad with

Sebastian’s wayward drift, the band
itself doesn’t seem too concerned.
The group’s latest release, The
Life Pursuit, is its most unlikely to
date. With a seasoned Hollywood
producer and a new approach to
public relations, the band has come
out with a bubbly 70s pop album that
looks to reshape their notoriously
fey image.
“We were very aware that if our
records were played in a club next to
other songs, they kind of sounded
weak by comparison,” said guitarist
and trumpet player Mick Cooke in
an interview with The Hatchet. “I
suppose in a way we wanted to
make music that people could dance
to, so that if we got played in clubs
we could stand up to any other
records. We were getting a bit tired
of being that sort of weaker cousin.
We felt it was time to kind of fight
our way up a bit.”
That aim is highly relative. The
idea of what Cook calls a “harderedged” Belle and Sebastian is a bit
like the timid weakling who shaves
his head and starts drinking protein
shakes. It’s still hard to imagine
their music being played outside
of college radio stations, let alone
lighting up the dance floor. Still, The
Life Pursuit is a departure for the
band on multiple levels.
Often considered one of music’s
more elitist bands, Belle and
Sebastian have learned to open their
collars and knock down a pint or
two. All but gone are the cellos and
violins found on their earlier albums,
replaced by more spirited keyboards
and amped guitars.
Complementing the more
agreeable sound is a newfound
acceptance of their celebrity. Once
known for refusing interviews and
issuing fake publicity photos, the
group is promoting their latest

release with a zealous push that
includes their largest-ever U.S. tour.
“In the early days, there wasn’t
a lot of talking to the press and
not too many gigs, and people got
the feeling that we were pretty
awkward,” Cooke said. “I don’t
think the band was really ready for
that at that point. But people change,
and I think we’re just much more
ready to do that kind of thing now.”
Yet for all that’s different,
what hasn’t changed is the sheer
wit found in songwriter Stuart
Murdoch’s unique storytelling
format. The targets are the same
as always: bourgeois charlatans, the
sexually insecure and, most notably,
the awkward adolescents and
bookworm bohemians that comprise
the band’s core fan base.
Indeed, one of Belle and
Sebastian’s most endearing qualities
is their tendency to mock those
who feed their coffers. The two-part
“Act of Apostle” follows a Catholic
schoolgirl feebly trying to escape her
preppy world, while “Sukie in the
Graveyard” tells the pathetic tale of
a runaway-turned-nude model over
an implausibly sunny soundtrack.
It’s what the Smiths might sound
like if they hijacked the Partridge
Family tour bus.
Yet as fun as it may be, the band
is no doubt taking a risk with their
new pop image. It has the potential to
alienate old fans without necessarily
attracting new ones. The immediate
reaction will likely be indeﬁnite.
When the group brings their new
sound to D.C. this weekend, expect
them to be greeted with open arms.
But also expect to hear plenty of calls
for the Belle and Sebastian tunes of
old. n
Belle and Sebastian will play at
the 9:30 Club on Sunday and Monday.
Tickets are sold out.

FILMREVIEW

semesteratsea

®

experience
discover
develop
one voyage

many cultures

a global perspective

STUDY ABROAD ASIA: SUMMER 2006
June 17 to August 21
Come explore the captivating and inspiring cultures
of Hawaii, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Vietnam, Malaysia,
Singapore, Korea, and Japan. Select from over 40 dynamic
and relevant courses and earn 9 to 12 semester credits
from the University of Virginia.
See your study abroad advisor for assistance with
transferring your credits. Financial aid is available.
Since 1963 more than 40,000 students have journeyed the world with
Semester at Sea. Visit us at www.semesteratsea.com
email info@semesteratsea.com or call 800-854-0195.
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Sara Paxton portrays Aquamarine, a lovestruck mermaid.

Fish out of water
n “Aquamarine” brings
mermaid ashore
by M. Whitney Eidman
Hatchet Reporter
A mermaid with a crush is a
force to be reckoned with. That’s
what audiences find out in
“Aquamarine” (Fox), a movie with
more giddy girliness than a teenage
slumber party.
Based on the popular young
adult novel by Alice Hoffman,
“Aquamarine” tells the story of two
best friends Claire (Emma Roberts,
star of Nickelodeon’s “Unfabulous”
and niece of Julia Roberts) and
Hailey (Joanna Levesque, otherwise known as singer JoJo) who are
spending their last summer together before Hailey must follow her
mother to Australia.
The day after a horrible storm,
Claire and Hailey are shocked to
discover a mermaid in the swimming pool of the Capri Beach Club
in Baybridge, Fla. Their new aquatic

friend, Aquamarine (frequent sitcom guest Sara Paxton), has come
ashore for three days to escape an
arranged marriage and prove to her
doubtful merman father that love
exists.
Aqua – who can lose her fins in
the daylight – immediately decides to
make attractive lifeguard Raymond
(newcomer Jake McDorman), the
apple of all of the human girls’ eyes,
fall in love with her. She persuades
Claire and Hailey to help her find
love with Raymond and prove her
father wrong by promising them a
wish – which the girls agree to do, so
that they can wish for Hailey to stay
in Florida. The girls run into trouble
hiding Aqua after sunset when she
turns into a mermaid again, and
avoiding the mean popular clique
of girls that constantly tease Claire
and Hailey and attempt to sabotage
Aqua’s chances with Raymond.
The
always-confident
Aquamarine teaches Claire and
Hailey not to be afraid of being
themselves and to try new things,
See AQUA, p. 13
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If you have

$5

The weather outside is still
frightful, as the groundhog rightly predicted. But
at the U.S. Botanic Garden,
spring is already abloom
with orchards in their art
deco garden. Beat your
cabin fever by heading
over to the refreshingly
warm greenhouse and
inhaling the sweet scent of
spring to come.

If you have

$10

If you have

Each year, the Student
Performance Art and Dance
Event, or SPADE, brings
some of GW’s best performances in tap, jazz, ballet,
modern and other forms of
dance for a one-night-only
performance. This year’s
SPADE takes place Thursday
night in the Marvin Center
Betts Theater, and tickets are
$6.

$10

Whether
you’re
rooting for Reese or betting on
“Brokeback,” the Oscars are
twice as much fun to watch on
a big-screen TV surrounded
by film buffs. Head on over
to the D.C. Film Society’s
Oscar party on Sunday night
at the Arlington Cinema ‘N’
Drafthouse, where $20 will get
you a seat to watch Hollywood’s
glitziest night.

CONCERTPREVIEW

March music
Get to these concerts before they sell out
by Brendan Polmer
Contributing Arts Editor

Courtesy Sacks & Co.

The Brazilian Girls, only one of whom is a girl, will play the 9:30 Club Friday.

MARCH CONCERTS
3/3: Brazilian Girls – 9:30 Club - $25
3/4:

– The Subways w/ The Shys
9:30 Club - $10
– Queen with Paul Rodgers
MCI Center - $38-$128
– Metric
9:30 Club - $15
– Earth Wind and Fire
D.A.R. Constitution Hall - $70

3/15:

3/20:

– Buckethead
Recher Theatre - $15
– Ray Davies
9:30 Club - $35
3/21: Stereolab – 9:30 Club - $18
3/23: The Prodigy – The Nation - $35

AQUA
from p. 12

3/24:

– Ted Leo & the Pharmacists
Black Cat - $14

3/25:

– Korn w/ Mudvayne
1st Mariner Arena (Baltimore) - $34-$42

– Larry the Cable Guy
Patriot Center - $41
– Pretty Girls Make Graves
Black Cat - $13

This month in concerts, live music is so hot
in the Washington area that
one–third of the shows are
already sold out – thank
heaven for scalpers.
On Thursday, Coldplay
and Fiona Apple will play
dueling pianos (we wish)
at the MCI Center. With
both artists rapidly selling their new albums –
Coldplay’s X&Y and Apple’s
Extraordinary Machine – they
should deliver a stellar show
with plenty of piano–laced
rock fusion and deep lyrics
about life and sour relationships.
On Friday, the international electro–pop group
Brazilian Girls will return to
the 9:30 Club to play over
singer Sabina Sciubba’s sexy
multi–lingual voice. With

– Saves the Day
Recher Theatre - $16.50-$19

400 OFF

$

while Aqua learns the true
meaning of love from her
time as a human. The movie
is amusing when Aqua is
trying to adapt to human
life, but many jokes such as
Aqua’s “shell phone,” and

a sound that can only be
described as trippy, electronic and groovin’, Brazilian
Girls thumping rhythms and
the 9:30 Club’s stellar light
show provide for an excellent concert experience.
On March 9, Queen with
Paul Rodgers will perform
at the MCI Center. No, you
didn’t misread. Queen – the
legendary band responsible
for classics like “Bohemian
Rhapsody” and “We Will
Rock You” – will freakin’
rock your socks off. Yes,
Freddy Mercury is dead,
and yes, his voice is what
defined Queen, but rocker
Paul Rodgers is up for the
challenge.
On March 21, the UK–
based band Stereolab will
play the 9:30 Club. With the
release of their new album
fab four suture, the band will
perform songs both new and
old for fans.

On March 23, the original
firestarters, The Prodigy, will
play The Nation. Everyone
remembers their 1997 Fat of
the Land album, featuring
greats such as “Smack My
Bitch Up” and “Firestarter.”
The band has since released
a new album this year entitled Always Outnumbered,
Never Outgunned.
The following night on
March 24, the D.C.–formed
punk band Ted Leo and the
Pharmacists will play at the
9:30 Club.
For you metalheads, the
end of March features hard
rock performances, including Korn with Mudvayne
at the 1st Mariner Arena
in Baltimore on the 25th,
and Powerman 5000 at the
Recher Theatre on the 26th.
Finally, on March 29,
emo/indie rockers Saves
the Day will play the Recher
Theatre. n

when she binges on Phish
Food ice cream and declares
that her new loves are Ben
and Jerry, are expected and
unoriginal.
Roberts and Levesque
give realistic performances,
but some of the silly dialogue
and the unnecessarily dramatic moments make it hard
to take them seriously. The
upbeat soundtrack features
tracks by Mandy Moore,

Teddy Geiger and the film’s
stars, Paxton and Roberts,
while JoJo’s music is surprisingly absent from the film.
“Aquamarine” can best
be described as “cute” and
appropriate for younger girls,
or those looking for some
lighter fare as midterms and
beachy spring break vacations approach. n
“Aquamarine” hits theaters
nationwide on Friday.

ANY NEW TOYOTA OF YOUR CHOICE*
AS A COLLEGE GRAD, YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE!

*NOT ALL CUSTOMERS WILL QUALIFY. CUSTOMERS RECEIVE $400 FROM TOYOTA TOWARDS LEASING OR FINANCING THE PURCHASE OF NEW UNTITLED TOYOTA
MODELS THROUGH PARTICIPATING TOYOTA DEALERS AND TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. COLLEGE GRADUATE
PROGRAM IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE OR TERMINATION AT ANY TIME.

buyatoyota.com

STANDARD FEATURES:
MACPHERSON STRUT FRONT SUSPENSION
+ AM/FM/CD WITH 6 SPEAKERS
+ SIDE ROCKER PANELS
+ 38 MPG HWY†

= YOUR NEW CAR
AS SHOWN
†

17,360

$

††

EPA ESTIMATED MPG FOR 2005 COROLLA S MODEL 1812 4 SPEED AUTO. ACTUAL MILEAGE MAY VARY. ††MSRP FOR 2006 SPORT MODEL 1812 EXCLUDING TAX, TAGS AND LICENSE FEES. DEALER SETS FINAL PRICE.
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GRE changes
delayed
by Elise Kigner
Hatchet Staff Writer
Educational Testing Services
will postpone changes to the Graduate Record Exam that were originally set to take effect next fall and
will instead launch the new exam
in October 2007, the organization
announced last month.
Tom Ewing, an spokesman for
ETS – the nonproﬁt group that designs the test – said the decision
was due to the logistics of implementing Internet-based testing.
ETS currently has 557 computerbased testing sites, but by the time
of the launch of the new test, ETS
wants to have more than 25,000
computer-based testing centers
worldwide. Under the changes,
any university computer lab with
an Internet connection can be converted into a testing center.
Ewing added more time is
needed to expand the number
of Internet testing centers and to
gain experience administering a
test over the Internet. ETS’s Test
of English as a Foreign Language
exam and GRE are the ﬁrst standardized tests to be administered
over the Internet.
“We were waiting for the technology to catch up with us. If anyone could deliver a largescale test
over the Internet, it would be us,”
Ewing said.
Ewing said there will be no further changes made to the content of
the exam beyond those that were
ﬁrst announced this fall. The verbal
section of the new test emphasizes
analytical writing and critical reading, and the quantitative section
emphasizes word problems and
data interpretation.
While the current form of the
GRE is administered daily, the new
exam will be offered only 30 times
a year. The new test will be four
hours long – up from two and a
half hours long.
The ETS Web site said the new
GRE is designed to increase the
test’s validity, improve test security

CHEEK
from p. 1
said. “When I was in Sweden I got
him some new ones.”
Upon returning to the United
States, Collins became brieﬂy famous herself. She has been mentioned in the celebrity gossip magazine US Weekly, as well as USA
Today and her hometown’s local

and increase worldwide access to
the test.
Kristin Williams, GW’s director of Graduate Student Enrollment
Management, said she supports
ETS’s decision to delay the changes. Williams said ETS’s problems
with administering the TOEFL
exam over the Internet raised concerns over an Internet-based GRE
and made a delay advisable.
Although she said the new
scoring system will make the exam
an administrative hassle, Williams
said she does not yet know if the
exam will better measure how
qualiﬁed a student is for graduate
school.
Williams de-emphasized the
test’s importance to GW graduate
schools and stressed that the uncertainty surrounding a new exam
will only decrease the importance
of the GREs in admissions decisions.
“We look at the whole package,” she said. “Because it will be
a new test score, I think even more
than before faculty will look at the
whole person more closely.”
Liz Wands, Princeton Review’s
national director of graduate programs, said the Princeton Review
does not believe the new test is a
better measure of a student’s qualiﬁcations. The Princeton Review is
advising students to take the exam
before the changes are implemented in October 2007.
Wands said the Princeton Review thinks the changes are being
postponed because ETS has not
been able to collect data afﬁrming
the test’s increased validity..
Some GW students avoided
the changes altogether by taking
the exam earlier than they would
normally. Junior Kristin Weis said
many of her friends decided to
take the exam during their junior
year.
Weis said, “The old GRE has
more multiple choice questions
and is more straightforward, so we
thought it was easier to prepare
for.” n

paper. She also appeared with
Cheek on “Access Hollywood” on
Valentine’s Day as one of its “Hottest Couples.”
Cheek will be coming to D.C.
in March and May for interviews
at local colleges to pursue his
graduate degree. Cheek will also
go on embassy visits, meet with
President Bush along with the entire U.S. Olympic team, and most
importantly, Collins said, visit his
girlfriend. n

1910 G Street, NW • Washington, DC
(202)842-9240 • www.tressessalondc.com

We offer a soothing and modern environment
with highly qualified beauticians, fine quality
products and services aimed at enhancing your
physical beauty and general well being.
We look forward to serving you!

Show your Student ID and receive a $5
discount. First time clients receive 15%
off any service
(expires March 31st, greater discount applies to first visit)

Monday:
9:00AM
--- 7:00PM

Tuesday:
9:00AM
--- 7:00PM

Wednesday:
9:00AM
--- 7:00PM

Thursday:
9:00AM
--- 8:00PM
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9:00AM
--- 7:00PM

Saturday:
10:00AM
--- 6:00PM
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Hobbs’ ﬁrst
recruits to play
last home game

On Saturday afternoon,
GW’s most prolific class in
recent memory will play its
final game in the comfort of
the Smith Center.
Pops Mensah-Bonsu,
Omar Williams, Mike Hall
and Alex Kireev, comprising Coach Karl Hobbs’
first recruiting class, have seen it all: from the
gutters of the Atlantic 10 Conference and a 12-16
season, to being the No. 6 team in the country.
Chicago’s Mike Hall came to GW over Princeton
and has been one of the emotional leaders of

the team. Mensah-Bonsu, a
London native, is the only of
the four who will not be playing in the contest (see STORY,
p. 1). Mensah-Bonsu, along
with Hall, chose a return to
GW over the professional

ranks.
Williams and Kireev have also been major
contributors to the program. Williams is averaging 7.4 points per game this year, while Kireev is
averaging 2.4 points a contest and playing more
minutes in Mensah-Bonsu’s absence. n

Seniors Pops Mensah-Bonsu (top left), Mike Hall (top
right), Omar Williams (bottom left) and Alex Kireev
(bottom right) in action
during their sophomore
year. The four seniors have
experienced everything
from a losing season to an
NIT ﬁrst-round loss to an
Atlantic 10 championship.
This season, they have
propelled the Colonials to
the best record in Division
I college basketball and
the most wins in program
Hatchet ﬁle photo

Jeff Baum/senior staff photographer history.
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GW wins without star
from p. 1

injury was unclear from the results
of the MRI, which was examined by
Fine, said Robert Chernak, senior
vice president for Student and Academic Support Services, in an interview Tuesday.
Fine and Andrews were not
available for further comment. Fairfax, Va., orthopedic surgeon Robert
Nirschl said it may be tough for
Mensah-Bonsu to get back to his
previous playing condition.
“The player may not play up to
usual expectations,” Nirschl said in
a phone interview last week.
It has not been determined if
Mensah-Bonsu will travel to Cincinnati to the Atlantic 10 Tournament,
which begins March 8. The No. 6/7
Colonials (ESPN/Associated Press)
have a ﬁrst-round bye and will play
March 9.
With a win Saturday, the Colonials will complete an undefeated
regular season for the ﬁrst time in
program history. The last time a
team went undefeated in the A-10
was the 2003-2004 Saint Joseph’s
squad. Prior to the Hawks, the 19831984 and 1987-1988 Temple squads
went unbeaten in the conference.
GW’s last road test of the season
came Wednesday against St. Bo-

To complete only the fourth unnaventure in Olean, N.Y. The Bonnies (8-18, 2-12 A-10) are the cellar defeated conference record in A-10
dwellers of the A-10, but gave GW history, the Colonials will have to
a run for their money before losing beat Charlotte Saturday at 2 p.m. in
89-78 to the Colonials (25-1, 15-0 A- the Smith Center. For GW, Charlotte
10).
represents one of the most formidaWednesday’s victory gives GW ble challenges in the A-10. On Jan.
21, the Colonials
the
most
topped the 49ers in
wins
in
North Carolina, 83school his“When
we
needed
to
make
The
69. Rice dropped
tory.
Colonials,
a career-high 21
stops we got the stops.
who feature
points in the conWhen we needed the
a balanced
test and Pinnock
had 13 points on 3attack
in
free throws, we got free
for-10 shooting.
every game,
Mensah-Bonsu
had
four
throws.”
only had 10 points
players with
in his 21-minute
15 or more
effort, Jan. 21 but
points. SeKARL
HOBBS
the most important
nior Omar
GW MEN’S BASKETBALL COACH
Wi l l i a m s
aspect of the game
dropped
was his defensive
18 points,
effort against Cursophomore Maureece Rice had 16 tis Withers. The standout forward
(including four three-pointers), and was relegated to 9 points and 15 rejunior Danilo (J.R.) Pinnock and se- bounds.
For the Colonials, keeping an eye
nior Mike Hall had 15 apiece. Williams (10 rebounds), Hall (11) and on Withers may be the difference in
Pinnock (12) all had double-dou- the game, but Charlotte’s guard play
bles.
is also dangerous. Leemire Goldwire
“When we needed to make had 10 points while D’Angelo Alstops we got the stops,” Hobbs told exander poured in 23 points in the
WMET radio after the game. “When loss. Goldwire and Marcus Bennett
we needed the free throws, we got had three three-pointers, contributing to the team’s 11. n
free throws.”

Jeff Baum/senior staff photographer

Junior Carl Elliott protects the ball during GW’s 83-69 win over Charlotte on Jan. 21. The No. 6/7 Colonials can complete the fourth perfect conference season in Atlantic 10 history with a win over the
49ers Saturday at the Smith Center.

SPORTSBRIEFS
Spirit Program to
stage huge rally

WE’RE LOOKING FOR A FEW EXCEPTIONAL STUDENTS.

The GW Spirit Program
will throw a pep rally Saturday morning on G Street
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. before
the GW men’s basketball
team’s regular season finale
against Charlotte.
GW head coach Karl
Hobbs is expected to speak
at the event, as are players
from the team.
The rally will start with
students covering G Street
with buff and blue-colored
chalk and having their photo superimposed on a Smith
Center court background,
sponsored by the Program
Board. There will also be a
face-painting and sign-making station sponsored by the
Junior Class Council.
At 11 a.m., the Panhellenic Association and Interfraternity Council will
sponsor a hot dog and
hamburger barbecue on the
steps of Funger Hall. There
will also be a hot dog-eating contest at 11 a.m. on the
steps of Funger, sponsored
by the Class Council.
Colonial Army Co-President Frank Dale, a sophomore, said students will not
be allowed to wait in line
outside the Smith Center
until 7 a.m. Saturday for the
2 p.m. game. Smith Center
officials refused to comment
Wednesday on the decision.
–Andrew Alberg

Women get two on
all-conference ﬁrst
team

At Quinnipiac University School of Law, you’ll find everything you need to succeed.

• Outstanding faculty

From a challenging yet supportive academic environment to faculty members

• Rigorous academic programs

who will become intellectual colleagues. From live-client clinics to real-world

• Six concentrations

externships. Plus annual merit scholarships ranging from $3,000 to full tuition.

• Extensive experiential learning
opportunities

For more information, visit http://law.quinnipiac.edu or call 1-800-462-1944.

• Student faculty ratio 15:1

Senior Jessica Simmonds
and sophomore Kimberly
Beck were named to the
Atlantic 10 all-conference
first team. Beck, last year ’s
rookie of the year, averaged
11.1 points per game. Sophomore Sarah-Jo Lawrence
was named sixth player of
the year and an honorable
mention. Junior Kenan Cole
was named to the all-academic team. The player of
the year is Temple’s Candace Dupree. n
–Jake Sherman
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CHEH
from p. 6

near the National Zoo. Ward 3 consists of mostly Northwest neighborhoods including Friendship Heights,
Tenleytown, Cleveland Park and
Chevy Chase.
If elected, Cheh said she would
still maintain her current courseload
at GW. She teaches constitutional
law and a criminal law/procedure
seminar. She’s kept her students informed about the race and has gotten a group of them involved in her
campaign, including GW law student Dave Zvenyach, a 24-year-old
University of Wisconsin graduate.
“I work directly with about 10
student volunteers, but over 60 law
students have volunteered already,
and we’re planning on seeking interested undergraduate and graduate
students very soon,” Zvenyach said.
Roger Trangsrud, senior associate dean of academic affairs for the
Law School, said he supports Cheh’s
political bid and said she is “articulate, bright, and an excellent candidate.”
Cheh is campaigning against
candidates Rob Gordon and Catherine Wiss, both members of the
Advisory Neighborhood Commissions that makes zoning recommendations to the city. She also faces
Jonathan Rees, a business manager
for an institutional dental care company, and Democratic activist Sam
Brooks.
In interviews last week, Rees

PROSEM
from p. 3

for students and help guarantee
they will graduate in four years. The
changes will also ensure students
would have the opportunity to study
abroad, she said.
Baxter said the change will help
facilitate a connection among the
students in the program. Currently,
freshmen are required to take one
honors pro-seminar. Students of all
other years must take either an honors course, a weekend-long symposium or conduct extra work outside
a class under the supervision of a
professor to satisfy their honors requirements.
“Many people have felt that the
honors program has not been a cohesive one in the past, and we’re trying to address that feeling with these
changes,” said professor Leslie Jacobson, chair of the University Honors
Program Advisory Committee.

If the new proposal is accepted,
the honors program will become
more selective, dropping from 8 percent to 5 percent of undergraduate
students. Currently, the program en-

characterized Cheh as his “best opponent,” and Gordon said she is
“very intelligent.” Brooks said he
thinks he has the strongest support
in the ward at this time.
“We’ve raised more than any
other campaign in the race, which
is an indication that our campaign
might be the strongest at this stage,”
Brooks said.
While Cheh does not have any
previous political experience, she
said she can serve Ward 3 effectively.
She said she is familiar with the D.C.
school system since her two children
attended schools in the District, and
she has also served on many local
associations.
Cheh attended Rutgers University’s Douglass College for women
in New Jersey, her home state, as an
undergraduate. She also received
her law degree from Rutgers and her
master of law degree from Harvard
University.
Cheh said she has “a greater insight into education” compared to
her opponents because of her career
as an educator.
“Schools are physically falling
apart,” Cheh said, adding that the
average age of schools in the District
are 65 years old.
She said environmental issues
and economic development also rate
high on her list of political priorities,
and she wants to “preserve the distinct character of the many unique
neighborhoods of D.C.” and make
sure that families are not pushed out
due to gentriﬁcation.
Many of Cheh’s opponents
mentioned similar issues when discussing their platforms. n
rolls 815 undergraduates.
“Students will beneﬁt from a
smaller group because it will give
them more of a sense of community,”
Baxter said.
William Frawley, dean of the
Columbian College of Arts and Sciences, said in an e-mail that CCAS is
looking closely at the proposed honors changes.
“The new curriculum would
seem to require some detailed coordination across Honors, CCAS majors,
and the GCRs, but I am conﬁdent we
can manage this coordination if the
faculty wants to make this happen,”
wrote Frawley, who is leaving GW to
assume the presidency of the University of Mary Washington in Virginia.
Baxter, describing the global issues practicum, said the course is
modeled on an idea from the business school and will “use a team
approach, looking at issues such
as AIDS, poverty and the environment.”
Kevan Duve, a sophomore and
Hatchet columnist who works for
the honors program, said the new
curriculum is “designed for the curious student who wants college to be
an intellectual adventure, not simply
a path to a credential.” n
–Michael Barnett
contributed to this report.
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• Busch and Busch Light
30-pack $14.99
• Bud Ice 30-pack $15.99
• Icehouse 30-pack $14.99
• Miller Lite 30-pack $19.99

• Miller High Life (regular &
lite) 30-pack $14.99
• Smirnoff 1 liter $14.99
• Bacardi Gold 1.75 liter
$19.99
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1912 L Street
Located near Potbelly’s

202.833.8730 • 202.833.8734
Open until 10 Monday-Saturday
* present this coupon to receive special rates ** conditions apply

www.GWHATCHET.com...CLICK IT.
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E-FARES TO NYC

$20 Says You Won’t Find A
Safer, More Reliable Way To Travel.
Try our new stop at New York Ave. Station.
Book now at Greyhound.com

One way. No reservation required. Cannot be combined with other offers. Offer is subject to change and may be withdrawn without notice. © 2005 Greyhound Lines, Inc.
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Web:
gwhatchet.com/classifieds

100 - ANNOUNCEMENTS

CLASSIFIEDS
245 - RENT, DC

ASPIRING WRITER? Get Published!
Wooden Teeth is accepting Submissions
now through March 10th. E-mail work to:
woodie@gwu.edu.

195 - VOLUNTEERS
SUPPORT AN IRELAND of Equals. The DC
Irish Northern Aid Committee is seeking volunteers who support Ireland’s Good Friday
peace agreement. Work for a peacefully reunited Ireland of equals.
www.inacmidatlantic.org.

Ads are $1/word/week.
Students & student orgs. are
$5.00/issue for up to 20 words.

200 - HOUSING

270 - SUBLETS

160 - ORGANIZATIONS

We accept American Express,
Discover, MasterCard, and VISA cards, as
well as cash & checks through the office.

Apartments for Rent in Washington Circle
Central air
Wall to wall carpet
Washer/dryer in each unit
Modern kitchen
Minutes from campus
Sleeps 2-4 people
Call Ron at (202) 251-7500
Ronroudi@ﬁrstnationwidemgmt.com

Play SUDOKU

Apts, Sublets & Rooms
BROWSE & LIST FREE!

www.TheSublet.com

255 - SALE DC
DC--1413 T ST N.W.

300 - FOR SALE

Looking for a way to relax?

400 - SERVICES

Studio, Bath, Kitchen Mon. fee $162.00
$269,500
or best offer. Inspection Sunday 1-5
P. M. BEAUTIFUL CONDO WILL BE
SOLD SUNDAY! 202-256-3885

All Cities & Areas! 201-265-7900

10% off all classiﬁeds now
through March 30th at
www.gwhatchet.com!

BIKE FOR SALE Fuji Crosstown, good condition, front shocks, bike lock included. $175,
email gcwright@gwu.edu.

450 - MASSAGE
HUMMINGBIRD SPA- Massage., facial,
waxing. 2440 M St. NW #505 DC. 202-7854228. GWU discount on Sundays, Mondays,
Tuesdays, Fridays.

460 - TRAVEL

390 - VEHICLES

STUDENT FRIENDLY PRICES IncredibleVacation-Bargins.com.

AUTO DETAILING / HAND WASHING / WAXING /
CLEARSHIELD
PAINT PROTECTION FILM
����������������������������������

465 - TUTOR SERVICES
BIOSTATISTICS Tutoring in Rockville Md.
Affordable jim4nv92@verizon.net.
CHEMISTRY TUTOR NEEDED for college
chemistry 101; 202-246-6058 (Foggy Bottom).

465 - TUTOR SERVICES

�����������������������������������������

massagedc.com

1875 K Street NW, Suite 150 • (202) 463-5000
With a Massage You Can: Sleep Better, Relax & Erase Stress

Ease the stress of a new semester!
Or reward the hard worker in your
life with one of our gift certiﬁcates!

Bring this coupon in to receive
$10 off your next massage!

Two Locations to Serve You

TUTOR NEEDED FOR MANAGERIAL ACCOUNTING
PLEASE
CALL
571-215-4322.

DC Location

2211 H Street NW, Washington, DC
Across from GW/Foggy Bottom Metro
University Parking Garage, Level 3
202.775.0680

499 - GENERAL

Virginia Location
(see web for details)
• GW Community Discounts
• Faculty, staff and students are welcome
• Early Bird Discount - in by 8:00 am for
a 20% discount
• Regular Hours 10% discount
• Will take GWorld by end of the month!
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SKYDIVE! One Day First Jumps! www.skydiveorange.com. 540-943-6587.

www.NABINTERNATIONAL.com
ICE-889_GWU_03-02

1:11 PM

Page 1

24-hour party.
Cool.

Iceland makes the ideal quick “field trip.”
Get schooled in Geology (surreal landscapes)
and Sociology (unreal nightscapes) while
practicing a bit of Chemistry.

SPRING BREAK IN ICELAND

395

$
from

*

per person, dbl occupancy

Sunday and Monday departures.
Includes transatlantic air, two nights hotel in Reykjavik,
Iceland, Scandinavian buffet breakfast daily except
arrival and airport/hotel transfers.

To book, contact your travel agent, call (877) 435-7930, or visit
www.icelandairholidays.com/springbreak for more packages.
* Departing BWI. Spring Break in Iceland: Package subject to availability and price
change. $395 price valid 05-27MAR06. Also available from $471 per person, double
occupancy 02-25APR06; Tues departures are also available in APR. Max stay 3 nights.
All nights must be in hotels booked through Icelandair Holidays. Cancellations/changes subject to $400
penalty 30-60 days prior to departure; nonrefundable/nonchangeable 29 days or less prior to departure.
All fees are per person. Personal travel insurance not included. Lower priced packages may be available on
icelandairholidays.com. Other restrictions apply. Seats are limited. Prices quoted are exclusive of applicable
taxes and official charges by destination of approx. $100-$185, including the September 11th Security Fee.
Reykjavik
Copenhagen
Oslo
Stockholm
Helsinki
Amsterdam

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

2/16/06

Paris
Frankfurt
Munich
Berlin
London
Glasgow

Manchester
Milan
Zurich
Barcelona
Madrid

www.icelandair.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

Ben Delman, Classified Manager
Phone:
(202) 994-7079
Fax:
(202) 994-1309
Email:
classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web:
gwhatchet.com/classifieds

600 - EMPLOYMENT

INTERNS WANTED Public relations and
event management ﬁrm seeks responsible,
personable students for ofﬁce and hands-on
project work in a team environment. Strong
work ethic, positive outlook, quick study all
pluses. Dupont Circle area. Monthly stipend.
Flexible hours. Email cover letter and resume to: mkrull@gcjpr.com. No calls. EOE.

SPRING BREAK BABYSITTING JOB
Babysit 2-3 afternoons during spring break
for happy child, near metro. Babysitting experience required. acujimmy@yahoo.com or
703-598-9829.

665 - PART TIME

675 - SUMMER JOBS

OFFICE HELP- Temporary/Part Time. DC
law ﬁrm needs temporary/part time 1520 hr wk for 3-5 mos start 3/06/06. Typing, ﬁling, processing checks on Quicken.
Need Word & WP. PLease send resume to
clayman@dclawﬁrm.com.

RECEPTIONIST/ PT
COORDINATOR

CAMP COUNSELORS NEEDED for overnight camps in the Pocono Mtns. of PA. Gain
valuable experience while working with children in the outdoors. Teach/assist with athletics, swimming, A&C, drama, yoga, music,
archery, gymnastics, scrapbooking, climbing,
nature, and much more. Apply on-line at
www.pineforestcamp.com.

POSTE BRASSERIE IS HIRING! Looking for
p/t hosts, servers, and cocktail servers. Join
a fabulous team with an outstanding menu
and wine program, and great hotel beneﬁts!
We’re seeking energetic & personable, and
exiting individuals who have apssion for food
and hospitality! Apply in-person-interviews.
M-W, Su, 2-4.

615 - FULL TIME
621 - INTERNSHIPS, UNPAID

SALES ASSOCIATE NYS Collection at
Landmark Mall is looking for people with
excellent personality. 318-840-8296 or send
resume: chirag9560@hotmail.com.

!BARTENDING! UP TO $300/DAY No experience necessary. Training provided.
800-965-6520x171.

LOBBYING INTERNSHIP Downtown lobbying ﬁrm looking for unpaid interns with interest in politics. Daily tasks will include, news
searches, legislative research, attending and
reporting on congressional hearings, business development research and other tasks.
A great opportunity to learn.
Please send cover letter, resume and availability to jmrowka@franklinpartnership.com.

615 - FULL TIME
FT RESEARCH ASSISTANT NEEDED!
Judy Diamond Associates, a small publishing company in downtown DC, seeks fulltime Research Assistant (RA). Applicants
must possess a bachelor’s degree and general knowledge of Windows, MS Excel, and
MS Word. We are looking for motivated selfstarters who will loyally care for the products
we develop. The RA will assist the Director
of Research in handling clients’ document
orders, developing and producing new databases and products, and in maintaining the
operation of the company’s website. Fun,
casual work environment.
Salary commensurate with experience. Send resume &
cover letter to dcole@judydiamond.com.

ASSIST PATENT ATTORNEY with technical and non-technical investigations. $12/
hour. Chemistry major a “plus”. Contact SD
Schwartz, 703-415-1250. Flexible hours.
BECOME A DELL CAMPUS REP Earn $12/
hr. Make your own hours and gain amazing
experience for your resume! Position starts
immediately. Go to: repnation.com/dell to apply.

655 - ON CAMPUS

CLINICAL RESEARCH
OPPORTUNITY

Do you want to help with exciting research
that can help save the lives of American soldiers abroad?
This research study may help George Washington University Medical Center doctors
save the lives of injured soldiers. You would
be appropriately compensated for your time
and efforts.
Individuals who are pregnant, or have heart,
lung, kidney, or liver disease are not eligible
for this study.
For further details, please call Nick at
703-944-9137.

STUDENT POSITION AVAILABLE in the
Law School Career Development Ofﬁce.
Professional demeanor, dependability, ability to assist w/projects, reception/customer
service, organization of resource library.
Prior ofﬁce experience and familiarity w/excel, word, word perfect. Must be able to work
1-2 Saturdays/month (10am-2pm) and Tues/
Thurs evenings (5-7pm). Submit resume
and ﬁll out application at 716 20th Street,
NW, Suite 309. For more information, contact Kathryn Parente at 202-994-9251 or via
email at kparente@law.gwu.edu.

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID
INTERNSHIP/PAID. WANTED: Aggressive,
outgoing go-getter to work with ﬁnancial adviser at UBS Financial Services. Call Bill Flanigan, vice-president, 301-718-5036.

Ads are $1/word/week.
Students & student orgs. are
$5.00/issue for up to 20 words.

665 - PART TIME

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID

610 - CHILD CARE

We accept American Express,
Discover, MasterCard, and VISA cards, as
well as cash & checks through the office.

Highly reputable optometric practice is seeking a customer service professional.
You are... a pleasant, professional, dependable and punctual. Computer and communication skills are a must. Willling to train the
right person.
We are... an eyecare provider on the GW
campus. We provide our patients with top
quality healthcare and exceptional healthcare. We work hard and have fun! $10/hr and
up. Patient pleasers Please contact Joe at
(202)659-6555 or info@metropolitanoptical.
com
GRE OR GMAT INSTRUCTORS WANTED
$40/hr PT. Requires 99th percentile on College Board administered test. E-mail resume, cover letter, and ofﬁcial score report to
jobs@testmasters.net.
SALES ASSISTANT Investment research
ﬁrm seeks assistant to provide support to
sales team. Schedule appointments, conﬁrm
meetings, prepare itineraries folders and
travel and expense reports. Must have previous ofﬁce experience, computer proﬁciency
and be available at least 15-20 hours per
week. Availability to work through summer
is a plus. Salary is $12 per hour. Position
is available immediately. Email resumes to
ksullivan@washingtonanalysis.com.

670 - SERVICES

RESTAURANT POSITIONS
AVAILABLE

Restaurant Associates located at the National Museum of American History on the
National Mall is looking to ﬁll the following
open positions:
*Cashiers
*Bussers
*Line Attendents
*Cold Prep
*Utility Staff
Interested individuals are invited to ﬁll out
applications from 2pm-4pm Mondays, Tuesdays & Wednesdays. Please come to the
Main Street Cafe which is located on the
lower level of the National Museum of American History. Resumes may also be sent to:
RAHolmes@si.edu Attention Jaimmey Holmes. 202-389-1715.

10% OFF!
That’s right, purchase a
classified ad from

www.gwhatchet.com

EGG DONORS NEEDED!

Help infertile couples know the joy of parenthood. Earn up to $8,000 or more per donation. Visit www.familymiracles.com.

and get 10% off from now
until March 30th!

VALET PARKING ASSOCIATES Mile Hi Valet Service at the JW Marriott. 14th & Penn.
Free parking. Metro Access. Opportunity for
advancement. Flexible Scheduling. $7.50
p/h plus tips. 202-626-6959.

THE HATCHET IS LOOKING

GREAT OPPORTUNITY Seeking a ComFor A Circulation Assistant
munications Intern to assist Communications
Waiters, waitresses. NO EXPERIENCE
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phones,
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