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 A GW alumnus and Athletic 
Department donor was indicted 
last week on federal charges that he 
organized and ran a gambling ring 
that bet on college basketball and 
other sports.
 Herbert David Meyers, a GW 
Law School graduate, and two asso-
ciates are accused of handling 50,000 
gambling calls out of Potomac, Md., 
over seven months. They used a toll-
free number, according to a Justice 
Department indictment.
 Meyers, 60, has been a season-
ticket holder at GW men’s basketball 
games for 38 years and attended 
two games this year, said Assistant 
Athletic Director for Advancement 
Dom Perno. Perno added that the 
University has not reported the 
indictment to the NCAA. The indict-
ment was handed down March 15.
 Meyers was charged with seven 
counts of conspiracy to conduct 
an illegal gambling business and 
money laundering. It is unclear how 
much money Meyers made gam-
bling, how much he has donated to 

the University, and how close he was 
to basketball players and adminis-
tration officials.
 Meyers was not available for 
comment and his attorney, Barry 
Helfand, said he is not familiar with 
the situation yet.
 Donations afford some access 
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Interim SMPA director 
Steven Livingston to 
lead group of students 

to Rwanda
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Limited time - not valid with any other offer

by Sacha Evans
Senior Staff Writer

 Ask senior Justine McCarthy 
how she ended up living in a 
house with nine Kappa Sigma 
fraternity members, or how she 
got a $300 fridge for $25.   
 She will answer with one 
word: “Craigslist.”
 Over the past 11 years, 
Craigslist has become students’ 
one-stop shop for jobs, off-cam-
pus housing and various goods 
and services. Particularly in big 
cities where people frequently 
move and reroute their career 
paths, the site operates on the 
basic principle that someone in 
your local area probably needs 
what you have or has what you 
need, and that in most cases, you 
should be able to connect with 
them for free.
 McCarthy, who transferred 
to GW from the University of 
Colorado this year, said she 
was disappointed with the 

University’s off-campus housing 
book, which mostly lists efficien-
cies at $1,200 and up. 
 “I was looking for a place off 
campus where I could meet new 
people,” she said, explaining 
how she responded to a vague 
ad for a townhouse on N street 
“with students.” McCarthy pays 
$900 a month plus utilities and 
has her own room and a bath-
room she shares with a male 
student.
 Her housemate, junior 
Josh Hauser, raves about their 
$25 refrigerator, for which he 
chipped in $12.50. “I just thought: 
Craigslist has everything. So I 
went online and it was the sec-
ond post that came up. All I 
had to do was go and pick it up. 
People are really desperate to get 
rid of stuff when they move.” 
 As for employment, job Web 
sites Monster, CareerBuilder and 
HotJobs charge employers $300 
to $400 to post job listings, but 
all posts on the D.C. Craigslist 

boards are free, though site 
founder Craig Newmark said in 
a keynote interview at the South 
by Southwest music festival that 
he may soon start charging for 
D.C. job posts. Craigslist sup-
ports its operations by charging 
$25 to $75 to post help wanted 
ads in San Francisco, New York 
City and Los Angeles. 
 “(We) charge people who 
would otherwise be paying more 
for less effective ads,” Newmark 
said, citing a nationwide study 
conducted by Forrester Research 
Inc. that shows job recruiters 
believe Craigslist is the most 
effective place to post help want-
ed ads.
 Starting March 1, Craigslist 
began charging $10 for New 
York City apartment listings 
at the request of realtors who 
wanted to decrease the number 
of repeat listings. 
 Newmark began the site in 

See CRAIGSLIST, p. 13
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Hatchet reporters went to Texas to experience the forefront of up-
and-coming music and technology.  The Scene’s coverage of SXSW 
2006 includes the latest tech news, bands to watch out for and advice 
for jumpstarting your own rock star career.   PAGES 9 – 13

Meet Mr. List
Craigslist founder shows students how to get a job, an 
apartment and a date by just “getting out of the way”

Donor indicted 
for gambling

Montgomery County Police Department 
courtesy NBC 4

Herbert Meyers, a GW Law 
School graduate and Athletic 
Department donor, was indict-
ed March 15 on federal money 
laundering charges for allegedly 
operating a gambling ring.

Hobbs speaks to Cincy
n Hobbs considered 
one of Cincinnati’s top 
candidates

by Jake Sherman
Sports Editor

GW men’s basketball head 
coach Karl Hobbs has been grant-
ed permission to speak with the 
University of Cincinnati about 
the team’s coaching vacancy. 
Hobbs said in a phone interview 
Wednesday that the Bearcats have 
already contacted him.  
 The fifth-year head coach has 
been mentioned for several coach-
ing openings, including ones at 
Indiana and Missouri. Cincinnati 
Director of Athletics Mike Thomas 
did not return calls from The 
Hatchet Wednesday afternoon.
 Coaching Cincinnati would 
bring Hobbs back to the Big East, 
where he played and served as an 
assistant coach at Connecticut. A 
source who asked not to be named 
said Hobbs is not the top candi-
date for the Connecticut coaching 
job, which is currently occupied by 
Jim Calhoun. Calhoun’s contract 
expires in five years. 
 GW Director of Athletics Jack 
Kvancz, who granted Hobbs per-
mission to talk with the Bearcats, 
said the move by Cincinnati is not 
surprising. Kvancz added that he 
will do everything to keep Hobbs 
at GW, a school that Kvancz thinks 
Hobbs enjoys.
 “He’s had a very successful year 
and he’s one of the top coaching 
prospects in the country,” Kvancz 
told The Hatchet Wednesday. “He 
did a great job here.”
 Last season, Hobbs renegotiat-
ed his contract with the University 
to last until 2011. Many in the 
national basketball community 
have cited Hobbs’ buyout at $3 
million, a figure Kvancz said is too 

high.
 Coach Bob Huggins, the 
Bearcats’ winningest coach, 
resigned Aug. 24 after being given 
an ultimatum to resign or be fired. 
Huggins led Cincinnati to 14 con-
secutive NCAA Tournaments. 
Andy Kennedy served as interim 
head coach this season. 
 Huggins was fired because of 
his perceived lack of commitment 
to the academic progression of his 
players.
 Others being mentioned for the 
opening are Murray State coach 

Mick Cronin, Kennedy and pos-
sibly George Mason coach Jim 
Larranaga.
Colonials heading west
 While local teams George Mason 
and Georgetown are still compet-
ing in the NCAA Tournament, the 
Colonials already have two tourna-
ments in the book for next season. 
GW will compete in the Wooden 
Classic in Anaheim, Calif., over the 
weekend of Dec. 15 and the Cable 
Car Classic in San Francisco.

Jeff Baum/senior staff photographer
Karl Hobbs, who has rebuilt the GW program, may be making his 
way back to the Big East Conference. Cincinnati offi cials said the 
university will not comment on the search.

See GAMBLING, p. 20

See HOBBS, p. 20

 Hip-hop artist Talib Kweli will 
be performing Saturday, April 8 
as part of Program Board’s Spring 
Fling. The concert, which will take 
place on University Yard, is listed 
on Kweli’s MySpace.com pro-
file. Program Board Chair Tyler 
Coffey said a contract is close to 
being signed. 
 Kweli, a Brooklyn native, is 
best known for his collaborations 
with Mos Def as well as appear-
ances on “Chapelle’s Show”.  

 Kweli’s most recent album, 
The Beautiful Struggle, was 
released in fall 2004. His most 
well-known work comes from his 
2002 album Quality, which fea-
tured the hit “Get By.” 
 In the past, Spring Fling has 
featured other hip-hop acts includ-
ing Lloyd Banks and Kanye West.  
The next day, April 9, Hassidic 
Reggae star Matisyahu will play 
a show at the Smith Center. n

–Sam Salkin

Talib Kweli to play Spring Fling


