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New Orleans Jazz
Fest doesn’t miss a
beat after
Hurricane Katrina.
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MLB picks
former trustee

EMPIREBLAZE

Katie Rooney
Metro News Editor

Ben Solomon/assistant photo editor

Residents wait outside the Empire Apartments at 20th and F streets after an electrical fire
in the basement produced extensive smoke Wednesday morning. See story, p. 8.

Major
League
Baseball
selected the group headed by
Theodore Lerner, a GW Law
alumnus and former member of
the Board of Trustees, to be the
new owner of the Washington
Nationals Wednesday.
Major
League
Baseball
Commissioner
Bud
Selig
announced the decision in a
telephone
press
conference
Wednesday
afternoon.
The
announcement came after more
than a year of negotiations
between eight different bidding
groups vying for the team. Selig’s
decision will be forwarded to
MLB’s 29 owners and considered
for approval in two weeks at a
meeting in New York.
Selig said one of the reasons
he selected Lerner was because
the group he heads is family-

based and includes his son and
two son-in-laws.
“The family model meant a
lot to me,” Selig said during the
press conference. “I’ve seen the
family model work, and it works
well because of its continuity,
stability.”
Lerner, 80, is expected to take
over the Nationals starting in
June and has agreed to pay the
team’s $450 million price tag.
MLB purchased the Nationals,
formerly the Montreal Expos, for
$120 million in 2002 and moved
the team to Washington for the
2005 season. Lerner serves as the
principal of Lerner Enterprises, a
Bethesda, Md.-based real estate
organization.
Lerner Hall and the Lerner
Health and Wellness Center were
named in the Lerner family’s
honor after it gave GW $550,000
See NATS, p. 14

Sodexho to
CCAS to cut $700k
operate J Street
by Brandon Butler and
Eric Snyderman
Hatchet Reporters

Big changes are again coming
to the University’s largest campus
dining venue, J Street.
The University announced
this week that Aramark, which
in 2002 signed a 10-year contract

with the University, will no longer
be operating the Marvin Center’s
J Street food court. Food-service
provider Sodexho will be taking
over food operations June 1.
With the management change
at J Street will come major changes
to the layout of the Marvin Center:
See SODEXHO, p. 13

GW names graduation speakers
The University announced
Wednesday that Viacom Chairman
Sumner Redstone, Washington
Nationals
Manager
Frank
Robinson and Motion Picture
Association of America Chairman
and CEO Dan Glickman will all
take part in this year’s graduation
events.
Redstone will join former
President George H.W Bush
and former First Lady Barbara
Bush on the Mall at the May 21
Commencement ceremony, while
Robinson and Glickman will participate in school ceremonies.
“We are extremely, extremely excited at the great group of
honorary degree recipients,” said
Tracy Schario, director of Media
Relations. “It certainly brings
stature to commencement on the
Mall.”
Redstone, chairman of media
conglomerate Viacom and CBS
Corporation, will receive a Doctor
of Arts degree.
Robinson, the famed baseball player and the first black
manager of a major league team,
will speak on May 20 at noon
during the Columbian College
of Arts and Sciences celebration. The Nationals manager will
also be awarded an honorary

Doctor of Public Service degree.
Robinson will be participating
in the Saturday event because
of Commencement’s conflicting
time with the Nationals game
against the Baltimore Orioles that
day.
Glickman, who earned his
law degree from GW in 1969 and
is the only GW graduate in the
group, will deliver the keynote
address at the Law School graduation ceremony on May 21. He will
receive a Doctor of Laws degree.
Before becoming chairman of the
MPAA, Glickman served as the
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture from
1995 until 2001, and he served
18 years in the U.S. House of
Representatives, representing
Kansas’ fourth congressional district. The MPAA CEO has spoken
at GW in the past. Glickman’s
MPAA sent thousands of people
accused of illegally downloading
movies – including GW students
– cease and desist orders in 2004.
University Marshal Jill Kasle
said, “We are paying tribute to the
worlds of politics, athletics, business and entertainment and letting the world know that we hold
these people, and the worlds in
which they live, in high esteem.”
– Lizzie Wozobski

n New budget
proposal reduces
academic cuts

by Jessica Calefati
Senior Staff Writer
The Columbian College of
Arts and Sciences must make budget reductions totaling $700,000
in light of a recently announced
budget proposal to cut $1 to $2
million from academic expenses,
said William Frawley, outgoing
Dean of CCAS.
Frawley added that he will
carry out these reductions on
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last week that $5 million would
be cut from capital expenditures
and $3.2 million would be cut
from administrative expenses,
more than originally planned,
in order to reduce the cuts to
academics.
Executive Vice President of
Academic Affairs Donald Lehman
said this week that deans from
across the University’s colleges
are making recommendations of
how to distribute their reductions in specific departments.
The Music Department will
experience cuts to some beginning music classes and studio
See BUDGET, p. 16
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Junior Paul Goldstein (center) protests in front of Rice Hall with other students. The student were
protesting budget cuts to the music department.
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a much smaller scale than he
had originally conceived when
planning for a proposed cut to
academics of $4 million.
“We are happy that through
the extended, close work of the
faculty and administration, we
could develop some constructive
solutions to the present budget
pressures,” Frawley said.
He added that the University’s
decision provides a “difficult but
manageable solution” for balancing the budget and that 80
percent of the proposed CCAS
reductions will affect full-time
faculty across all the college’s
departments.
The University announced
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