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SMPA ends
director search

Ben Solomon/photo editor

Members of the Colonial
Cabinet practice skits before
the ﬁrst orientation in Lisner
Auditorium.

Northwestern prof. and former
publisher to lead SMPA
by Jessica Calefati
Campus News Editor

Editor’s note: A version of this story was originally published online
June 8.

After an 18-month search process, Lee Huebner is set to be
the new School of Media and Public Affairs director.
Huebner is a professor of communication and journalism
at Northwestern University. For
14 years, Huebner served as publisher and CEO of the Paris-based
International Herald Tribune. The
University also announced that
Frank Sesno, another final candidate for the position, will become
an SMPA faculty member.
Huebner accepted his position
on May 19 and will be assuming SMPA’s top post on July 1,
while Sesno will join the SMPA
faculty in the fall and begin teaching classes in the spring. Huebner
will replace Steven Livingston,
who has served as the interim
Huebner: Selected to ﬁll director
of SMPA since 2004.
the School of Media and
Huebner said he is “honored and
excited about this great opporPublc Affairs top post.
tunity” and that he is “looking
forward to digging in” once he
arrives in Washington for good in July.
“Most importantly I want to be open and flexible and do
a lot of listening, but it is also important to take risks and act
with a spirit of adventure,” Huebner said.
A native of Sheboygan, Wis., Huebner was an undergraduate at Northwestern University and received his master’s
and doctarate degrees in history from Harvard University.
Huebner also worked as a special assistant to the president
and deputy director of the White House Writing and Research
staff during the Nixon Administration.
Donald Lehman, executive vice president of academic
affairs, said the University was looking for a director of the
school who could straddle the practitioner and academic
realms of media and public affairs, as well as act as the top
administrator of one of GW’s nine schools.
A six-member search committee was in charge of fielding
applicants for the position and recommended a list of the final
three candidates to the University in March, Lehman said.
The search process began about a year and a half ago when
GW launched a search for a new director. The University came
close to naming a director, but neither of the two finalists in the
first search was named to the post. Veteran NBC and CBS correspondent Marvin Kalb withdrew himself from consideration,
and former North Carolina State University professor Robert
Entman was named an SMPA faculty member in spring 2005.
Though William Frawley, Columbian College of Arts and
Sciences dean, said earlier this year that the announcement
should come as soon as the end of April, Lehman said “it has
simply taken this long for individuals to accept their offers and
work out announcements with their current institutions.”
As director of SMPA, Huebner will build on a “foundation” of change that has occurred in the schools revamped
curriculum and majors, Lehman said. Over the last two years,
See SMPA Page 2
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University prepares for dining changes
by Lizzie Wozobski
Campus News Editor
The University and new
food service provider Sodexho
will begin construction on
sweeping changes to dining
options at the conclusion of
Colonial Inauguration.
The new dining venues
are scheduled to open by the
beginning of the fall semester
on September 5, said Nancy
Haaga, director of Auxiliary
and Institutional Services.
“Construction is in the
planning phase and is expected
to begin shortly after Colonial
Inauguration five,” Haaga said.
CI five, the last freshman orien-

tation session, ends July 8 and
Haaga said she expects construction to begin that day.
The most significant change
to J Street is the addition of new
vendors. Minor construction is
needed for Quizno’s to replace
Subway, and Chick Fil-A will
replace Burrito Express.
J Street Café, a new addition, will feature all-you-caneat style dining with pre-paid
meals. It will occupy a new
area comprised of what was
Starbucks and part of the seating area in Columbian Square.
Construction on the fifth floor
of the Marvin Center will also
begin for a new full-service restaurant serving beer and wine

to students 21 and over.
Wendy’s has been the
only vendor open and operating throughout the summer;
Einstein’s Bagels, Jamba Juice,
a new mini market area and
Ames Dining Hall on the Mount
Vernon campus are expected to
open the week of June 12.
Sodexho, which signed a
“multi-year” contract with the
University, according to Haaga,
will also keep a contract J Street
workers had under Aramark.
The Hotel and Restaurant
Employees Local 25 union,
which represents the J Street
workers, and Sodexho agreed
to continue operating under the
contract the union had with

Aramark, said John Boardman,
executive secretary for the
union.
Before an agreement was
made between Sodexho and
the union, the company had
a choice of either keeping the
Aramark-negotiated contract
or renegotiating a new contract.
While many workers have left J
Street for the summer or have
found other jobs until the fall,
Boardman said the union is
happy that Sodexho is picking
up the Aramark contract.
Sodexho is a nation-wide food
service provider that has over
1,000 colleges and universities as
See JSTREET Page 7

From registration to orientation: the making of CI
by Katie Rooney
Features Editor

tions,” Cannaday Saulny said. “Vice
President Chernak said we really need
to do more for students to get them to
Not very long ago, freshman ori- connect to GW.”
entation at GW was a one-day proCannaday Saulny said she sat
gram where students just registered down with three other representatives
for classes. That’s a far cry from the - one from the admissions, one from
laser light shows, horse and buggy communications and creative services
rides and casino night activities that and one from the student activities
now mark Colonial Inaugurations.
department - to brainstorm how to
When Helen Cannaday Saulny reinvigorate the freshman orientation
accepted a promotion that moved her program. Colonial Inauguration was
from the admissions
the outcome.
office to being an
C a n n a d a y
“We wanted to help
executive associate to
Saulny is credited
Senior Vice President
along with the other
build community as
for
Student
and
three representatives
Academic Support
as being the official
soon
as
students
are
Services
Robert
creators of CI, an
Chernak in 1988, she
award-winning oriadmitted.”
was charged with
entation program.
an enormous task
She was the director
– revamping the weak
of the first CI, which
HELEN CANNADAY
freshman orientation
took place in 1990.
SAULNY
program.
Since then she
ASSISTANT VP FOR STUDENT
Chernak
told
said she has watched
AND ACADEMIC SUPPORT
Cannaday
Saulny,
the program grow
SERVICES
now assistant vice
in magnitude from
president for SASS,
year to year, but the
that the orientation - called the Student basic structure.
Advanced Registration Program “I’d say it’s the one that’s most
didn’t make incoming students feel emulated by other schools,” Chernak
connected to the University.
said. “It’s the one often looked at
“At that time we realized that for when restructuring orientations.”
many students who came to GW, it
“What makes (CI) really special
wasn’t their first choice. When they is that it is primarily student-planned
got here they weren’t making connec- and student-executed,” Chernak said.

QUICKTAKES
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Helen Cannaday Saulny was tasked with revamping orientation in 1988.
Saulny helped change a one-day, registration-focused orientation into a
three-day, interactive experience.
“GW students are at the forefront.”
Chernak said changes made to the
program over the years have been to
suit the needs of the incoming class,
but the basic structure of the program
has stayed the same.
“Every year is different because
the needs of people coming are different,” he said, adding that this is the
first year where the incoming freshmen register before attending CI.

Other changes that have been
made over the years include incorporating siblings into the orientation
program and adding entertainment,
like the Capitol Steps comedy show.
“We wanted to help build community as soon as students are admitted,” she said. “We wanted to make it
a family experience and bring in parents as well as siblings. And it worked
out quite well I think.” n

Name: Helen Cannaday Saulny
Title: Assistant Vice President for
Student and Academic Support
Services
What that means: Oversees the
Marvin Center and University conference rooms, University Club,
1957 E Street, student activities,
Greek life, CI, licensing and trademarks, summer programs, community service – in other words “I
try to ensure that the quality of student life is what students expect,
need and want.”
GW career: Started in 1983 in the
undergraduate admissions office;
promoted in 1988 to executive associate to the senior vice president
of Student Academic and Support
Services; promoted in 2003 to assistant vice president for Student and
Academic Support Services.
Date of Birth: August 4, 1960
Hometown: Washington, D.C.
Education: Bachelor’s degree,
Franklin & Marshall College
(Lancaster, Pa.); master’s degree,
GW’s School of Education and
Human Development

