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Two eateries to open late

D.C.DEBATE

Wingery, coﬀee
shop to open
weeks into term
by Catherine Villnave
Senior Staff Writer
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D.C. Councilman Adrian Fenty discusses his views on various municipal issues at Jack Morton
Auditorium during the mayoral debate August 27. Fenty and council chair Linda Cropp (Left) are
front-runners in the 2006 mayoral race taking place on September 12.
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Lectures to go on iTunes
Univ. joins
network broadcasting on Web
by Eric Roper
Senior Staff Writer

Beginning this fall, GW will
team up with Apple computers
to offer audio recordings of classroom lectures over the Internet
using the iTunes music program.
The new software, called
iTunes U, is designed to record
lectures and broadcast them over
the iTunes network where students can download them onto
their computer or iPod.
According to Assistant
Vice President of Academic
Technology P.B. Garrett, the new
service will be available for 15
courses this fall and most likely
more in the future.
“It makes a lot of sense to
deliver course content to students
in a medium they are familiar
with as so many students already
use iTunes, and have iPods,”
Garrett wrote in an e-mail.
Though audio recordings of
classroom lectures will be the
initial focus of GW’s iTunes U
program, Garrett said she hopes
it will eventually broadcast guest
lectures and video recordings.
Last fall, Apple chose a pilot
group including the University
of Michigan, Stanford University,
the University of Wisconsin and
Duke University to experiment
with the iTunes U software during the last academic year. Duke
University offered free iPods to
students taking iTunes U class-

es, according to the Charlotte
Observer newspaper.
Senior Manager of Digital
Media Solutions at Duke
University Tim Poe said the technology has shown how many
possibilities exist in the hi-tech
classroom.
“We now have the potential
to allow students and faculty to
participate in the educational
experience when actual physical
contact to the classroom may not
be possible,” Poe said.

“I agree … that
students may skip
lectures if they know
they can download
them at their
convenience.”
DIANNE MARTIN
COMPUTER SCIENCE
PROFESSOR

“We’ve seen situations
already where faculty have left
the area for medical reasons and
still been able to teach classes,”
he added.
Some have concerns, however, that providing more techsavvy software to this generation
of college students may be disadvantageous.
“It seems like a good idea, but
it might give students more incentive not to go to class,” sophomore Stephen Reardon said. “I
could see kids skipping class and
instead listening to all of the lec-

tures right before the exam.”
Garrett said the end-of-year
assessments made by Duke and
Stanford University showed no
slump in class attendance for
classes with iTunes U technology.
“Students use the class lectures as a mobile review – as
opposed to a replacement for
class attendance,” Garrett said.
Dianne Martin, a computer
science professor specializing
in the social and ethical impact
of technology, said that offering
a service like iTunes U may be
risky.
“I agree … that students may
skip lectures if they know they
can download them at their convenience,” Martin wrote in an
e-mail. “However, if professors
are doing interesting, interactive
lessons instead of lectures, then
students will need and want to
be in class.”
Garrett said, “Universities
have noticed faculty changing
the way they present information
in the classroom so as to be more
engaging with their students.
Faculty members will record lecture materials to be listened to by
the student out of class time.”
As a result of these concerns, Academic Technologies
has partnered with GW’s Center
for Innovative Teaching and
Learning to teach professors how
to best utilize this new service.
Garrett said the cost of bringing iTunes U technology to campuses has so far been minimal.
Apple is currently hosting the
content on their servers for free
and much of the recording equipment already exists in the classrooms.
Students registered for iTunes
U courses will be notified by their
professors at the beginning of the
semester. n

Two of the Marvin Center’s
new food venues will open later
than expected, while the rest
should be ready to serve food
before the start of classes Sept.
5.
The WOW Café and
Wingery, which will serve
alcohol and have satellite
TV and radio consoles in the
Hippodrome, is not slated to
open until mid-October, said
Matt Lindsay, assistant director
of Media Relations. He said that
the Grounds for Change freetrade coffee shop in Columbian
Square will also open late, probably in mid-September. All nine
of the new dining venues were
originally scheduled to open by
the beginning of the fall semester.
Lindsay said continuing
construction and the decision
to have more seating for WOW
resulted in the late opening
dates.
Sodexho, a nationwide foodservice provider, signed a 10year contract with the University
in June, paying GW $112 million
to have its food venues on campus. Former food-service provider Aramark announced they
would withdraw from their contract in November 2005 after
profit losses were reported.
The third reconstruction of J
Street in three years, Sodexho’s
renovations will offer nine new
eateries. The new venues include
the WOW Café and Wingery;
Grounds for Change; popular
chains Chick-fil-A and Quiznos;
Cyclone Salads, a salad and
smoothie store; Pandini’s Italian
eatery and the J Street Café.

Located in the space previously occupied by Starbucks, the
J Street Café will offer students
the option of eating buffet-style
on a meal plan. Students will
have the option of buying a
100-meal plan priced at $6.99 a
meal or a 50-meal plan at $7.50 a
meal. The J Street Café will also
offer service on a meal-by-meal
basis. The cost of a single meal
has yet to be determined.
Wendy’s, Einstein’s and

Jamba Juice will remain in their
current locations. The District
Market will relocate to the location of the Hot ‘n Not on the
main floor, and it will serve a
scaled-down selection of products.
Carvings, located in the
ground floor of new freshman residence hall Potomac
House, and the Uptowner Café
See JSTREET Page 14
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Construction worker Jack Miller installs a circuit breaker in the
Grounds for Change free-trade coffee shop Monday afternoon. Columbian Square will undergo reconstruction until mid-September.
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Search to start for pres.
Committee aims
for February
decision
by Brandon Butler
Senior News Editor
GW ofﬁcials said they plan
to have the next University
president selected by February
with the help of a higher
education consulting ﬁrm.
The presidential search
committee met twice over
the summer and is in the presearch planning stages before
ofﬁcially launching the search
next month, said chair of the

Stephen Joel Trachtenberg will
step down as University President
in July 2007.
presidential search committee
Russell Ramsey, who is also vice
chairman of the Board of Trustees.
Last April, University President
Stephen
Joel
Trachtenberg
announced his decision to retire
in July 2007, marking the end of
about two decades as GW’s top

administrator.
The committee hired the
D.C.-based consulting ﬁrm,
Academic Search Consultation
Services, in mid-July. Ramsey
said the search committee,
with instruction from the
Board of Trustees, will bring a
list of candidates for the next
University president to the
board by January 2007. The
search committee consists of
nine Board of Trustees members,
three
University
faculty
members, the president of the
Alumni Association and the
Student Association president
– a total of 14 individuals.
GW will launch a Web
site with information about
the presidential search at
presidentialsearch.gwu.edu,
See PRES Page 11

Mideast conﬂict: study abroad students weather attacks
by David Ceasar
Senior News Editor

Heather Bentrum and Rachel
Weismann are both undergraduates with a similar interest: studying the Middle East. This summer, one chose to go to Lebanon
and the other Israel.
The two students return to
Foggy Bottom this week with
similar stories about their time
abroad: bracing for rocket
and bomb strikes exchanged
between Hezbollah and Israel
and hoping to make it back to
the United States alive.
Bentrum and Weismann
were two of more than a dozen
GW students studying or work-

ing in the two war-torn countries
when the border conflict broke
out in mid-summer. Although
no one from the University was
injured, according to GW, many
students interviewed over the
past two months vividly recall
the death and destruction they
witnessed firsthand.
“What I experienced was
an unexplainable life-changing
event,” Weismann, a sophomore
studying at University of Haifa
in northern Israel, wrote in an
e-mail earlier this week. “To
articulate my emotions and how
bad it all actually was would be
impossible.
“I remember the first night
the missiles began. I remem-

ber looking out over Haifa, and
watching it get destroyed. The
bombs fell extremely close to
the campus. It was like watching a movie. I almost didn’t
believe it had happened.”
Bentrum, a senior studying
at the American University of
Beirut until she evacuated the
country, said she could hear
Israel’s air strikes in Lebanon’s
capital from her dormitory.
When the United States and
European countries evacuated
their citizens from Lebanon
in July, Bentrum and fellow
Elliott School senior Brennan
Berry left the country on a
Norwegian cargo ship headed
to Cyprus.

“I did not plan to leave
Beirut … I wanted to stay (and)
continue my studies and volunteer to help the refugees,”
Bentrum said. “I only decided
to leave for my family’s sake;
they thought that if I missed
the one window of opportunity
to leave I might not have that
chance again, and I would be in
Lebanon indefinitely.”
Hezbollah killed three Israeli
soldiers July 12 and kidnapped
two in a raid within Israel’s borders. Israel launched air attacks in
southern Lebanon and escalated
its response by bombing Beirut’s
airport and blockading the capital’s port July 13. Hezbollah
forces responded by launching

katyusha rockets into northern
Israel. Fighting continued until
the United Nations imposed a
cease-fire August 14 – after about
a total of 900 lives were taken
in the conflict, according to the
Associated Press.
Tracy Schario, director
of Media Relations, said the
University had contacted at
least seven students who were
enrolled in study abroad programs in Beirut. There were
also at least five GW students
in Israeli academic programs
and six students who were on
an archaeological dig with professor Eric Cline in the country.
According to GW’s Office

of Institutional Research, there
were 18 Lebanese undergraduate and graduate students
enrolled at GW during the
2005-2006 school year; there
were also 10 students from
Israel. Schario said that the
University hasn’t received
any reports of its international
students in the region being
among the casualties.
Chris Bowman, a first-year
graduate student also studying
in Beirut, didn’t wait for the U.S.
government’s help in leaving
Lebanon.
“My parents were a wreck
and really wanted me to get out,
See WAR Page 18

