
by Jenette Axelrod
Senior Staff Writer

GW Students for Fair Trade 
achieved one of its primary goals 
when the Grounds for Change 
coffee shop opened in the Marvin 
Center in late September.  

The student organization’s 
leaders said they had been 
lobbying the University for a fair 
trade coffee shop for years.    

“We all have reason to be 
proud of our efforts,” said Laura 
Karr, student organization liaison 
for GW Students for Fair Trade.   

There are also Grounds for 
Change coffee shops at satellite 
locations in Duquès Hall and on 
the Mount Vernon campus. Those 
shops also opened last week.

“The biggest difference in 
opening Grounds for Change 
is that it has taken the place of 

Starbucks in the Marvin Center,” 
said Karr, a junior. 

“It’s a concrete and readily 
available way to educate the 
campus community about 
fair trade and give them an 

instantaneous opportunity to put 
their new knowledge into action,” 
she said.   

Casey Pond, director of the 

Student Association’s Dining 
Services Commission said opening 
a fair trade commercial venue on 
campus is a positive step. 

“Grounds for Change is an 
excellent addition to the GW 
community, and I believe it 
will help to instigate dialogue 
on campus regarding socially 
conscious trade options,” said 
Pond, a junior.  

He said the Dining Services 
Commission will continue to work 
with GW Students for Fair Trade 
and the University to bring more 
commercial fair trade options to 
campus. 

University spokesperson 
Matt Lindsay said student input is 
always considered when deciding 
what venues will be offered. 

“Feedback from students is a 
big influence in what comes from 
campus,” said Lindsay, who is 
the assistant director of Media 
Relations. “Basically, it wouldn’t 
be on campus if we didn’t think 
students were interested in it.” 

Fair trade policy calls for 
an innovative, market-based 
approach to business as a means 

by Michael Boyd
Hatchet Staff Writer

Nearly 2,000 people 
attended the fourth annual 
neighborhood West End/
Foggy Bottom Block Party 
Sunday in the I Street Mall, 
organizers said.

This year almost 100 
vendors reserved booths for 
the event including businesses 
in Foggy Bottom, University 
departments and community 
groups. GW funded the event, 
and FRIENDS, a group of Foggy 
Bottom/West End community 
members and GW officials 
who meet monthly to discuss 
University and community 
issues, organized it. 

Assistant Vice President for 
District of Columbia Affairs 
Bernard Demczuck said his 
office, the Government, Foggy 
Bottom and West End Affairs 
Office, coordinated with 
FRIENDS to plan the event.

“The citizens of Foggy 
Bottom don’t have the logistical 
ability to organize this, so we 
do it,” Demczuck said.

University President 
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg said 
he came to the block party to 
mingle.

“I think it’s marvelous,” 

Trachtenberg said. “A lot of 
credit has to go out to Michael 
Akin. For 20 years, GW has 
been reaching out, and it’s nice 
to have the community reach 
back.”

Michael Akin, director 
of D.C. and Foggy Bottom 
Affairs, said the party was a 
celebration of the increased 
communication between the 
community and GW facilitated 
by monthly FRIENDS 
meetings.

“Things have gotten so 
much more positive,” he said. 
“It is a great forum to sit in 
good faith and talk about the 
issues, and this block party is 
a physical representation of 
community and GW working 
together.”

“It’s good to bring the 
community together and 
bridge the gap between the 
University and Foggy Bottom,” 
said GW medical student Rob 
Ward, who was not planning 
to attend but dropped by the 
event anyway. 

Representatives from St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Church, 
Ralph and Lois Patterson, said 
they strongly supported the 
group organizing the event.

“Before FRIENDS, we 
didn’t know all the stuff 
going on in the community,” 
said Lois Patterson, who is a 
member of FRIENDS. “Now 
GW does a much better job of 
outreach, and communication 
is so much better.”

Foggy Bottom resident Ron 
Lehaer started FRIENDS in 
2002 by inviting GW officials to 

his Columbia Plaza apartment 
to meet with other community 
members to try to address 
problematic issues. The next 
month, GW officials and more 
community members met, 
and the meetings led to the 
formation of FRIENDS, Lehaer 
said.

He added that the he 
arranged the meetings because 
he felt that the FBA was 
ineffective and he wanted to 
initiate discourse.

“I  never saw  such vengeance 
against a University,” Lehaer 
said. “Anything GW would 
try to do to be positive, they’d 
be against. GW has so many 
things that can help.”

Membership in the group 
is more than 350, and about 65 
members attend each monthly 
meeting.

Doris Tarone, a member of 
FRIENDS, agreed with Lehaer 
and said FRIENDS helps to 
facilitate positive community 
contact.

“I can’t understand 
why some people have 
such animosity to GW,” she 
said. “There are so many 
opportunities with speakers 
and lectures, and I just love 
the students. They make me 
feel younger.”

FBA President Joy Howell 
said she did not attend the 
event this year, but went 
last year. She said she had 
no problems with the block 
party but stressed GW’s 
involvement.
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Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor
Zhaoxi Bu and her 4-year-old daughter Bridget Lee read together during the National Book Fes-
tival Saturday on the National Mall. The festival featured book signings, speeches from popular 
authors, and a bookstore. 

BOOKBUDDIES Univ. creates Darfur grant
CAMPUS NEWS

by Eric Roper
Senior Staff Writer

 GW approved a plan this 
month to annually give a full 
four-year scholarship to one 
student from the war-torn 
Darfur region of Sudan. 

Last year, student 
activists on campus urged 
the administration to divest 
University holdings from 
companies that do business 
in the African country. The 
University refused to divest, 
but members of Students 
Taking Action Now: Darfur 
proposed the scholarship 
program. 

In mid-September 
University administrators 

approved the plan to give one 
student from Darfur a Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg scholarship, 
an award traditionally given to 
D.C. public school students. 

“President Trachtenberg 
offered the students an 
opportunity to promote 
this initiative because he is 
convinced it is more likely 
to produce needed change in 
Sudan than divestment,” Gerry 
Kauvar, special assistant to the 
President, wrote in an e-mail.

The project, named Banaa, 
will begin next fall and was 
devised this summer by 
STAND leaders. STAND is 
a national organization that 
lobbies for the end to the 
genocide in the Darfur region 
of Sudan. 

Organizers presented 
a 16-page project proposal 
to Trachtenberg and the 
University’s vice presidents 
two weeks ago.

Trachtenberg asked the 
organization last spring 
to propose a Darfur relief 

method emphasizing GW’s 
educational resources, said  
student leaders in STAND. 
University officials told The 
Hatchet last spring that GW 
was unlikely to divest, despite 
increasing campus activism. 

Over two dozen major 
universities nationwide have 
committed to divestment 
and STAND leaders said they 
remain committed to lobbying 
for divestment at GW.   

“I think this program, 
while it might seem like it’s 
related to divestment, is really 
separate from it,” said senior 
Sara Weisman, the president of 
STAND and a leader of Banaa.

In Arabic the word Banaa 
means to found, build upon or 
create. In its capacity at GW, 
Banaa is a multi-step project 
that will start by searching 
for qualified, intelligent high-
school students in the Darfur 
region, according to the project 
proposal. 

Student from 
Sudan to attend 
GW for free

Neighbors co-host party

Alex Ellis/Hatchet photographer
The Sons of Pitch perform on the I Street Mall during the fourth annual West End/Foggy Bottom 
Block Party Sunday afternoon.  The party attracted 2,000 local residents, organizers said.
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Zoning hearings extended
METRO NEWS

by Robert Parker
Hatchet Staff Writer

The    D.C. Zoning Commission 
tentatively scheduled another 
hearing for the 20-year Campus 
Plan Thursday in order to hear 
testimony on GW’s enrollment 
numbers.

Zoning Commission Chair 
Carol Mitten said the date may 
change from Oct. 11 if it conflicts 
with the schedule of D.C.’s 
Department of Consumer and 
Regulatory Affairs Director Bill 
Crews. The additional hearing 
is the Zoning Commission’s 
response to requests from the 
Foggy Bottom Association 
and the Foggy Bottom/West 
End Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission to question the 
DCRA enrollment audit released 
Sept. 18.

The audit, conducted 
through DCRA by an 
independent firm, found that 
GW was in compliance with 
the current campus plan’s 
enrollment requirements.

The FBA and the ANC have 
been very critical of DCRA’s 
results, saying Crews should 
have been harder on GW for 
excluding certain categories, 
such as Mount Vernon residents.

Thursday’s hearing was 
an opportunity for opponents 
of the 20-year Campus Plan to 
voice their concerns. Those who 
testified against GW development 
argued that Foggy Bottom cannot 
support the congestion, noise and 
pollution the plan’s construction 
would cause.

The 20-year Campus Plan 
asks for increased floor space at 
the center of campus in exchange 
for removing GW property 
on the edges of campus from 
possible construction sites. 
Although the current agreement 
between the University and 
Foggy Bottom residents does not 
expire until 2010, administrators 
have been working on a more 
comprehensive plan to last until 
2025.

Joy Howell, president of the 
FBA, argued that the Zoning 
Commission should allow the 
current Campus Plan to run its 
course before discussing a new 
proposal.

Howell said the University 
is out of compliance with the 
student enrollment cap of the 
2000 Campus Plan because 
Mount Vernon residents, among 

other special categories of 
students, are not counted. She 
said students who use facilities 
on the Foggy Bottom campus 
should be counted.

“The concept of the 2000 plan 
was good, but GW has turned 
24,000 students into 19,000 
students,” she said.

Neighborhood activist Vince 
Micone testified against the 
proposed campus development, 
saying he was mainly concerned 
with congestion in the Foggy 
Bottom community.

“Reasonable people can see 
that this land will be developed, 
but to what extent?” said Micone, 
who is the chair of the ANC.

Howell criticized the 
University for wanting to expand 
its science centers in Foggy 
Bottom rather than other areas 
of the city. Zoning Commissioner 
Anthony Hood asked Howell 
where exactly GW should place 
another remote campus.

“Why not put a cancer center 
in Anacostia?” Howell answered. 
“Why can’t the University use its 
wealth to spur development in 
underdeveloped areas?”

Hood asked Howell other 
hypothetical questions to get 
a better picture of the FBA’s 
stance, including whether the 
FBA would like GW’s trash 

Residents, 
students fill I  
Street Mall

Students get fair trade 
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Community 
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audit hearing 

“Grounds for Change 
is an excellent addition 
to the GW community, 
and I believe it will help 

to instigate dialogue 
on campus regarding 

socially conscious trade 
options.”

CASEY POND
DIRECTOR OF SA DINING 
SERVICES COMMISSION
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