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Alcohol citations
up, sanctions down
by Brandon Butler
Senior News Editor

by Jessica Calefati
Campus News Editor
The University decided late
last week not to offer a headlining
musical performance as part of
this year’s Colonials Weekend,
said Robert Chernak, senior
vice president for Student and
Academic Support Services.
For the past three years, the
University has booked both a
high-proﬁle comedic act and
musical act as main events during
ColonialsWeekend.World-famous
comedian Jerry Seinfeld will
perform at this year’s Colonials
Weekend – an annual event for
family and alumni that will take
place October 20th through 22nd.
“It is not that we chose not to
have a musical act,” Chernak said.
“It is easier to ﬁnd a comedian
with intergenerational appeal
than it is to ﬁnd a musical act.”
He added that some musical
acts the University pursued
for Colonials Weekend include
Journey, Rascal Flatts, Maroon
5 and Willie Nelson. A survey
conducted by the University over
the summer showed arena-rock
band Journey as the musical act
students most wanted to perform,
he said.
In addition to intergenerational
appeal, other issues associated
with booking a musical act for
Colonials Weekend included
scheduling and pricing, Chernak
said.
“Unless we could ﬁnd
someone who met the expectations
of Colonials Weekend, we did
not want to book a musical act,”
Chernak said.
Recent musical acts for
Colonials Weekend have included
the Boston Pops, the Beach Boys
and Patti LaBelle.
Although there may not
be a main event for students,
parents and alumni scheduled for
Saturday, there will be a variety
of smaller events and alumni
receptions taking place.
“We are excited to have
Jerry Seinfeld on Friday night as
well as many other University
events that make the most of our
location, as well as student and
student organization talent,”
said Peter Konwerski, assistant
vice president of Student and
Academic Support Services.
“Jerry Seinfeld is truly
America’s premier comedy act,
and from our research, including
looking at feedback and data on
the contemporary student and
parent demographics, he is seen
as the quintessential comedy
performer of this era,” he said.
While he said he has not
received any negative feedback
See MUSIC, p. 5
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Sophomore Betty Stolpen and junior Stefanie Singer poke at a roasted pig in
Kogan Plaza Wednesday night. The barbeque was hosted by Sigma Chi and
also included hamburgers and hotdogs.
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Oﬃcials, student leaders mull M.C. space
Marvin Center
ground-ﬂoor space
still empty
by Kara Wright
Hatchet Reporter
University officials are working
with student leaders to decide how to
use a 5,000-square foot vacant space in
the ground floor of the Marvin Center.
No official plans have been made for
the area that District Market used to occupy, but members of the Student Association and the Marvin Center Governing Board met with the Marvin Center ’s
managing director, Michael Peller, Tuesday to discuss possibilites.
“A lot of options are on the table,”
said Josh Lasky, executive vice president of the SA, after the meeting. “The
University is very open to ideas from
students … we just need to commit ourselves seriously.”
After GW’s former food service
provider Aramark left last spring, Sodexho replaced Aramark and decided
to downsize and relocate the grocery

store that was previously located in
the ground floor of the building. The
University said last year that the space
would probably be available for student
use.
“With all of these possibilities - enhancing student experiences and life at
GW is at its core,” said Helen Cannaday
Saulny, assistant vice president for Student Academic Support Services.
Student leaders have compiled a
“wish-list” for what they would like to
see done with the space based on student input.
Lasky said that the University has
proposed numerous preliminary options for the space including moving
the Theater and Dance department,
which is housed on the second floor of
the Marvin Center, and relocating the
Student and Academic Support Services
Financial Services to the space.
The University has also proposed
moving the Disability Support Services
from the second floor of the Marvin
Center, or creating a space for student
entrepreneurial activities in conjunction with the School of Business, Lasky
said.
“I just know people are working on
various scenarios,” said Robert Chernak, senior vice president for SASS. “All
it is at this point is brainstorming.”

“I don’t think we want to race to
judgment just because the space is
there,” he said.
“The intent is to … make the Marvin Center more accommodating to students,” he said.
Lasky and Chairman of the Marvin
Center Governing Board Charlie Leizear
said some students are interested in an
area that includes 24-hour access, wireless Internet, a stage for performances
and forums, and a projector and screen.
Lasky said he believes the space
could also be utilized as a meeting place
for student organizations on campus.
Another option Lasky mentioned is a
Greek store that would sell paraphernalia for Greek-letter organizations.
“In my opinion, the space is large
enough that it can be divided up,” he
said. “There are a lot of opportunities
for multiple uses.”
Relocating offices from elsewhere in
the Marvin Center would free up other spaces in the Marvin Center for alternate uses. Senior Chris Heffron, the
executive producer of Forbidden Planet
Productions, said he thinks the space
should be made available to theater
groups.
“Even an informal, flexible space …

QUICKTAKES: SPACE
Possible uses for 5,000 sq. foot
Marvin Center ground-ﬂoor space
that have been proposed:
Moving the Theater and Dance
department from the second ﬂoor
Relocating the Student and Academic
Support Services Financial Service
Moving the Disability Support
Services from the second ﬂoor
Space for student entrepreneurial
activities in conjunction with the
School of Business
Students are interested in installing:
wireless Internet, a stage for performances and forums, a projector and
screen to watch movies, and 24-hour
access to the space.
A Greek store
Meeting space for student organizations

See MARVIN, p. 10

SPORTS ANALYSIS

Area schools beef up preseason basketball events
Georgetown, GMU plan big celebrations to promote programs

by Jake Sherman
Sports Editor
Last March, it seemed as
though D.C. was a hotbed for
men’s college basketball.
Three
District-area
universities
qualiﬁed
for
the men’s basketball NCAA
Tournament, and this year,
those three schools have taken
different approaches to their
Midnight Madness celebrations:
one is being televised by ESPN,
one is beeﬁng up entertainment
and one axed the event.
George Mason nabbed
national television coverage
with ESPNU, Georgetown
added a slew of games and
giveaways and GW, as of
Wednesday afternoon, has no
concrete plans for an event. The
University canceled Colonials
Invasion,
GW’s
Midnight
Madness-type annual event, as
part of $900,000 in cuts from the
SASS budget.
Nicole
Macchione-Early,
the director of Student and
Academic Support Services
creative
communication,
said University officials will
meet Thursday to discuss

possibilities for a preseason
celebration. Most universities’
celebrations are about one
week away.
Frank Dale, the president of
the Colonial Army student spirit
organization, said University
ofﬁcials have told him that
GW is planning something for
November, but plans are not
ﬁnalized.
Early said ofﬁcials will
discuss the possibility of
student organizations chipping
in to pay for a portion of the
event.
“I just don’t know where
the funding would come from,”
Macchione-Early said.
Some area universities
consider
a
preseason
introductory event as good
exposure for the university and
its athletic departments. Some
GW ofﬁcials have a different
opinion and say the event is
costly and not well-attended by
people outside the University
community.
George
Mason,
seven
months removed from a Final
Four appearance, will offer
a laser light show and grand
introduction to its men’s and

women’s basketball teams
Oct. 13 at the Patriot Center in
Fairfax, Va.
George Mason and its
Colonial Athletic Association
ofﬁcials said they consider
Midnight Madness an integral
part of promoting the university
and its athletic department.
GW ofﬁcials differ and say that
students enjoy the event, but it
is too costly.
Maureen Nasser, George
Mason’s
assistant
athletic
director for media relations,
said the Virginia university
was planning the event before
ESPNU expressed interest in
broadcasting from the Patriot
Center. The event, Nasser
said, is important exposure
for the school and its athletic
department.
“It’s great opportunity
for the university and athletic
program,” Nasser said. “Just
like any kind of exposure we
got during the Final Four, this
is the same idea.”
The event, which will
include an introduction to
Mason’s basketball teams,
will cost the university about
$20,000, Nasser said.

The University canceled Colonials Invasion, but has maintained that an
event could take place with sponsorship funding.
The television arrangement
was brokered through the CAA,
Nasser said. Ron Bertovich,
the
deputy
commissioner
for basketball, said ESPNU’s
broadcast is a great promotional

tool.
“Madness has grown into a
such a big spectacle, but it’s a
good opportunity for (Mason)
to take advantage,” Bertovich
said.

Georgetown will add a rockclimbing wall, video games,
free food and giveaways to its
Oct. 13 event, according to the
student newspaper The Hoya.
GW ofﬁcials have sung a
different tune when it comes
to the preseason event. Jack
Kvancz, GW’s director of
athletics, said he is not in favor
of an entertainment spectacle,
but plans to open a practice for
a low-key introduction to the
men’s and women’s squad.
Bob Zurﬂuh, an assistant
athletic director for marketing
and promotion, said ESPN
approached GW last season to
broadcast Colonials Invasion
but the deal fell through.
The University is lukewarm
about a large-scale introductory
event, Zurﬂuh said.
“Overall, it’s been good
for the students,” Zurﬂuh said
“We’ve received a smattering of
the public. The students came
out, and it’s been good for the
students, but it’s tough to get
the public out.”
GW held the event at
midnight until 2003, when they
moved it to an earlier time to
draw more fans. n

